JORDANES

THE ORIGIN AND DEEDSOF THE
GOTHS

trandated by Charles C. Mierow

Introductory Note

Jordanes, as he himself tells us a couple of timeas, of Gothic descent and
wrote this work as a summary of Cassiodorus' mocigdr treatment of the
history of the Goths. Because Cassiodorus' boolomger survives, Jordanes'
treatment is often our only source for some of @mthic history it describes.
He wrote theGetica during the later stages of the reign of Justinraot, too
long after the demise of the Ostrogothic kingdorttaty.

Jordanes divided his work, apart from the briefadtiction and conclusion,

into four main sections (reflected in the contebtdow). These are 1) a
Geographical Introduction; 2) the United Goths;tf# Visigoths; 4) and the

Ostrogoths. Other large sections, such as the shsmu of the Huns, he treats
as digressions of a sort (the more interestingmmortant of these have been
added to the contents below). Mierow prefaces faisstation with a detailed

literary analysis of all the topics in the textjsths not, however, reproduced
here.

The text of the translation presented here wasngthfrom a printed copy of
Mierow's book and checked carefully for errors e fmisprints in that book
have been corrected as well). This hypertext verbms been designed for the
use of students of Ancient History at the Universit Calgary. | have included
the (Roman) chapter and (arabic) section numbefacibtate specific citation
(or to find a specific reference; these numbers mayfound in Mierow's



translation as well, though the section numbersirafeis margins) and have
added internal links for purposes of navigation.

(Preface)

(1) Though it had been my wish to glide in my détthoat by the shore of a
peaceful coast and, as a certain writer says, tteegéttle fishes from the pools
of the ancients, you, brother Castalius, bid mensgtsails toward the deep.
You urge me to leave the little work | have in hatidht is, the abbreviation of
the Chronicles, and to condense in my own stylig small book the twelve
volumes of the Senator on the origin and deedsefietae from olden time to
the present day, descending through the generatibti®e kings. (2) Truly a
hard command, and imposed by one who seems unyvithimealize the burden
of the task. Nor do you note this, that my utteeams too slight to fill so
magnificent a trumpet of speech as his. But abeeeyeburden is the fact that |
have no access to his books that | may follow hasigjht. Still--and let me lie
not--1 have in times past read the books a sedomal liy his steward's loan for
a three days' reading. The words | recall nottheitsense and the deeds related
| think | retain entire. (3) To this | have addettiig matters from some Greek
and Latin histories. | have also put in an intraduct and a conclusion, and
have inserted many things of my own authorship. \&floee reproach me not,
but receive and read with gladness what you hakedasie to write. If aught
be insufficiently spoken and you remember it, da s a neighbor to our race
add to it, praying for me, dearest brother. Thedllme with you. Amen.

(Geographical Introduction)

| (4) Our ancestors, as Orosius relates, were adpi@on that the circle of the

whole world was surrounded by the girdle of Oceartloee sides. Its three
parts they called Asia, Europe and Africa. Concegrihis threefold division of

the earth's extent there are almost innumerablenrsriwho not only explain

the situations of cities and places, but also nreasut the number of miles and
paces to give more clearness. Moreover they loteeslands interspersed
amid the waves, both the greater and also therledaads, called Cyclades or
Sporades, as situated in the vast flood of thetG@ea. (5) But the impassable
farther bounds of Ocean not only has no one attinjat describe, but no man
has been allowed to reach; for by reason of olstigiseaweed and the failing
of the winds it is plainly inaccessible and is uokm to any save to Him who



made it. (6) But the nearer border of this seaclwhie call the circle of the
world, surrounds its coasts like a wreath. This basome clearly known to
men of inquiring mind, even to such as desiredritevabout it. For not only is
the coast itself inhabited, but certain islandsiofthe sea are habitable. Thus
there are to the East in the Indian Ocean, Hippoldesnesia, Solis Perusta
(which though not habitable, is yet of great lengihd breadth), besides
Taprobane, a fair island wherein there are towngsbates and ten strongly
fortified cities. But there is yet another, thedby Silefantina, and Theros also.
(7) These, though not clearly described by anyenriare nevertheless well
filled with inhabitants. This same Ocean has inwisstern region certain
islands known to almost everyone by reason of teatghumber of those that
journey to and fro. And there are two not far fréime neighborhood of the
Strait of Gades, one the Blessed Isle and ano#iedche Fortunate. Although
some reckon as islands of Ocean the twin promasoof Galicia and
Lusitania, where are still to be seen the Templdercules on one and Scipio's
Monument on the other, yet since they are joinedh® extremity of the
Galician country, they belong rather to the greaud| of Europe than to the
islands of Ocean. (8) However, it has other islaseksper within its own tides,
which are called the Baleares; and yet another,ai@y besides the Orcades,
thirty-three in number, though not all inhabitedl) And at the farthest bound
of its western expanse it has anotiseand named Thule, of which the Mantuan
bard makes mention:

"And Farthest Thule shall serve thee."

The same mighty sea has also in its arctic redluat, is in the north, a great
island named Scandza, from which my tale (by Gogdéce) shall take its
beginning. For the race whose origin you ask tonkbarst forth like a swarm
of bees from the midst of this island and came in&land of Europe. But how
or in what wise we shall explain hereafter, ifetthe Lord's will.

[1 (10) But now let me speak briefly as | can conreyrihe island of Britain,
which is situated in the bosom of Ocean betweennSgzaul and Germany.
Although Livy tells us that no one in former daysled around it, because of
its great size, yet many writers have held variopsions of it. It was long
unapproached by Roman arms, until Julius Caesatoded it by batttles
fought for mere glory. In the busy age which folexvit became accessible to
many through trade and by other means. Thus itatedemore clearly its
position, which | shall here explain as | have fduhin Greek and Latin
authors. (11) Most of them say it is like a trianglointing between the north



and west. Its widest angle faces the mouths ofRhme. Then the island
shrinks in breadth and recedes until it ends inaW@r angles. Its long doubled
side faces Gaul and Germany. Its greatest breadtbaid to be over two
thousand three hundred and ten stadia, and itgshlemgf more than seven
thousand one hundred and thirty-two stadia. (12Zdme parts it is moorland,
in others there are wooded plains, and sometimeses into mountain peaks.
The island is surrounded by a sluggish sea, whather gives readily to the
stroke of the oar nor runs high under the blasthefwind. | suppose this is
because other lands are so far removed from @ eause no disturbance of the
sea, which indeed is of greater width here thanwaeye else. Moreover
Strabo, a famous writer of the Greeks, relatesttiatsland exhales such mists
from its soil, soaked by the frequent inroads ot&rg that the sun is covered
throughout the whole of their disagreeable sodayf that passes as fair, and so
Is hidden from sight.

(13) Cornelius also, the author of the Annals, gags in the farthest part of
Britain the night gets brighter and is very shéte also says that the island
abounds in metals, is well supplied with grass enchore productive in all
those things which feed beasts rather than menedder many large rivers
flow through it, and the tides are borne back im, rolling along precious
stones and pearls. The Silures have swarthy featuré are usually born with
curly black hair, but the inhabitants of Caledoh&ve reddish hair and large
loose-jointed bodies. They are like the Gauls @& 8paniards, according as
they are opposite either nation. (14) Hence some kapposed that from these
lands the island received its inhabitants, allutimgm by its nearness. All the
people and their kings are alike wild. Yet Dio, @sincelebrated writer of
annals, assures us of the fact that they havesah loombined under the name
of Caledonians and Maeatae. They live in wattlets,ha shelter used in
common with their flocks, and often the woods &earthome. They paint their
bodies with iron-red, whether by way of adornmenperhaps for some other
reason. (15) They often wage war with one anotiérer because they desire
power or to increase their possessions. They fightonly on horseback or on
foot, but even with scythed two-horse chariots, awhithey commonly
call essedae. Let it suffice to have said thus much on the shafge island of
Britain.

[11 (16) Let us now return to the site of the islaridSoandza, which we left
above. Claudius Ptolemaeus, an excellent descabéhe world, has made
mention of it in the second book of his work, sayitiThere is a great island
situated in the surge of the northern Ocean, S@ahygname, in the shape of a



juniper leaf with bulging sides that taper downaaopoint at a long end."
Pomponius Mela also makes mention of it as situsteéde Codan Gulf of the
sea, with Ocean lapping its shores. (17) This cslies in front of the river
Vistula, which rises in the Sarmatian mountains #odis through its triple
mouth into the northern Ocean in sight of Scangeparating Germany and
Scythia. The island has in its eastern part ala&stin the bosom of the earth,
whence the Vagus river springs from the boweldefdarth and flows surging
into the Ocean. And on the west it is surroundedabymmense sea. On the
north it is bounded by the same vast unnavigabka@cfrom which by means
of a sort of projecting arm of land a bay is cutaid forms the German Sea.
(18) Here also there are said to be many smalfidslacattered round about. If
wolves cross over to these islands when the sieazien by reason of the great
cold, they are said to lose their sight. Thus #rllis not only inhospitable to
men but cruel even to wild beasts.

(19) Now in the island of Scandza, whereof | spebkye dwell many and
divers nations, though Ptolemaeus mentions the siahéut seven of them.
There the honey-making swarms of bees are nowbdye tound on account of
the exceeding great cold. In the northern parthef island the race of the
Adogit live, who are said to have continual lightmidsummer for forty days
and nights, and who likewise have no clear lighthe winter season for the
same number of days and nights. (20) By reasohisfalternation of sorrow
and joy they are like no other race in their surfigs and blessings. And why?
Because during the longer days they see the sumieg to the east along the
rim of the horizon, but on the shorter days it & thus seen. The sun shows
itself differently because it is passing through #outhern signs, and whereas
to us the sun seem to rise from below, it seengotaround them along the
edge of the earth. There also are other peoplésTtZere are the Screrefennae,
who do not seek grain for food but live on the liled wild beasts and birds'
eggs; for there are such multitudes of young gantbe swamps as to provide
for the natural increase of their kind and to affeatisfaction to the needs of
the people. But still another race dwells theree 8uehans, who, like the
Thuringians, have splendid horses. Here also amsettwho send through
innumerable other tribes the sappherine skinsatetfor Roman use. They are
a people famed for the dark beauty of their furd, @hough living in poverty,
are most richly clothed. (22) Then comes a thrdngadous nations, Theustes,
Vagoth, Bergio, Hallin, Liothida. All their habiiahs are in one level and
fertile region. Wherefore they are disturbed tHeyehe attacks of other tribes.
Behind these are the Ahelmil, Finnaithae, Fervid &@authigoth, a race of men
bold and quick to fight. Then come the Mixi, Evagamd Otingis. All these
live like wild animals in rocks hewn out like casstl (23) And there are beyond



these the Ostrogoths, Raumarici, Aeragnaricii, &mel most gentle Finns,
milder than all the inhabitants of Scandza. Likenthare the Vinovilith also.
The Suetidi are of this stock and excel the redtature. However, the Dani,
who trace their origin to the same stock, drovemfriheir homes the Heruli,
who lay claim to preéminence among all the natiohsScandza for their
tallness. (24) Furthermore there are in the samghhberhood the Grannii,
Augandzi, Eunixi, Taetel, Rugi, Arochi and Raniyeo whom Roduulf was
king not many years ago. But he despised his owgddm and fled to the
embrace of Theodoric, king of the Goths, findingréhwhat he desired. All
these nations surpassed the Germans in size ant apd fought with the
cruelty of wild beasts.

(The United Goths)

IV (25) Now from this island of Scandza, as from\aelof races or a womb of
nations, the Goths are said to have come forth &gayunder their king, Berig
by name. As soon as they disembarked from thepssand set foot on the
land, they straightway gave their name to the placel even to-day it is said
to be called Gothiscandza. (26) Soon they moved fiere to the abodes of the
Ulmerugi, who then dwelt on the shores of Ocearerehihey pitched camp,
joined battle with them and drove them from thenmtes. Then they subdued
their neighbors, the Vandals, and thus added to thetories. But when the
number of the people increased greatly and Filireen, of Gadaric, reigned as
king--about the fifth since Berig--he decided tha army of the Goths with
their families should move from that region. (2i)dearch of suitable homes
and pleasant places they came to the land of Sgytalled Oium in that
tongue. Here they were delighted with the gredtnass of the country, and it
Is said that when half the army had been brougét,diie bridge whereby they
had crossed the river fell in utter ruin, nor coalilyone thereafter pass to or
fro. For the place is said to be surrounded by mpgakogs and an encircling
abyss, so that by this double obstacle nature laake nt inaccessible. And even
to-day one may hear in that neighborhood the lovdhgattle and may find
traces of men, if we are to believe the storietrafellers, although we must
grant that they hear these things from afar.

(28) This part of the Goths, which is said to haxessed the river and entered
with Filimer into the country of Oium, came into gs@ssion of the desired
land, and there they soon came upon the race ofpladi, joined battle with
them and won the victory. Thence the victors hasteto the farthest part of
Scythia, which is near the sea of Pontus; for sodtiory is generally told in



their early songs, in almost historic fashion. Ails also, a famous chronicler
of the Gothic race, confirms this in his most twmtthy account. (29) Some of
the ancient writers also agree with the tale. Amdmgse we may mention
Josephus, a most reliable relator of annals, wieoygxhere follows the rule of
truth and unravels from the beginning the origincatises;--but why he has
omitted the beginnings of the race of the Gothsyloich | have spoken, | do
not know. He barely mentions Magog of that stockd asays they were
Scythians by race and were called so by name.

Before we enter on our history, we must descrileebtbundaries of this land, as
it lies.

V (30) Now Scythia borders on the land of Germanfaass the source of the
river Ister and the expanse of the Morsian Swamgaches even to the rivers
Tyra, Danaster and Vagosola, and the great Danagp@mding to the Taurus
range--not the mountains in Asia but our own, teathe Scythian Taurus--all
the way to Lake Maeotis. Beyond Lake Maeotis iespls on the other side of
the straits of Bosphorus to the Caucasus Mountmdsthe river Araxes. Then
it bends back to the left behind the Caspian Sé&hacomes from the north-
eastern ocean in the most distant parts of Asid, sm is formed like a
mushroom, at first narrow and then broad and ranrghape. It extends as far
as the Huns, Albani and Seres. (31) This land, J,-se@mely, Scythia,
stretching far and spreading wide,--has on the tbasSeres, a race that dwelt
at the very beginning of their history on the shoféhe Caspian Sea. On the
west are the Germans and the river Vistula; orathgc side, namely the north,
it is surrounded by Ocean; on the south by Pefdimnia, Hiberia, Pontus and
the farthest channel of the Ister, which is calleel Danube all the way from
mouth to source. (32) But in that region where Bieytouches the Pontic coast
it is dotted with towns of no mean fame:--BorystiserOlbia, Callipolis,
Cherson, Theodosia, Careon, Myrmicion and Trapekhsse towns the wild
Scythian tribes allowed the Greeks to build to &ffthem means of trade. In
the midst of Scythia is the place that separatea Asd Europe, | mean the
Rhipaeian mountains, from which the mighty Tan&sv$. This river enters
Maeotis, a marsh having a circuit of one hundred fmty-four miles and
never subsiding to a depth of less than eight fatho

(33) In the land of Scythia to the westward dwdiist of all, the race of the
Gepidae, surrounded by great and famous riverstheorisia flows through it
on the north and northwest, and on the southwasieigreat Danube. On the
east it is cut by the Flutausis, a swiftly eddystgeam that sweeps whirling



into the Ister's waters. (34) Within these riveées Dacia, encircled by the lofty
Alps as by a crown. Near their left ridge, whicklines toward the north, and
beginning at the source of the Vistula, the popsilace of the Venethi dwell,
occupying a great expanse of land. Though theirasaane now dispersed amid
various clans and places, yet they are chieflyeda%claveni and Antes. (35)
The abode of the Sclaveni extends from the citiNo¥fiodunum and the lake
called Mursianus to the Danaster, and northwartaass the Vistula. They
have swamps and forests for their cities. The Antds are the bravest of
these peoples dwelling in the curve of the sea aitds, spread from the
Danaster to the Danaper, rivers that are many (aysiey apart. (36) But on
the shore of Ocean, where the floods of the rivestiNa empty from three
mouths, the Vidivarii dwell, a people gathered ofitvarious tribes. Beyond
them the Aesti, a subject race, likewise hold there of Ocean. To the south
dwell the Acatziri, a very brave tribe ignorant africulture, who subsist on
their flocks and by hunting. (37) Farther away abdve the Sea of Pontus are
the abodes of the Bulgares, well known from thengsodone to them by
reason of our oppression. From this region the Hilike a fruitful root of
bravest races, sprouted into two hordes of pedpdene of these are called
Altziagiri, others Sabiri; and they have differeielling places. The Altziagiri
are near Cherson, where the avaricious traderg lmirthe goods of Asia. In
summer they range the plains, their broad domarhsrever the pasturage for
their cattle invites them, and betake themselvewimier beyond the Sea of
Pontus. Now the Hunuguri are known to us from thet that they trade in
marten skins. But they have been cowed by thetdyateighbors.

(38) We read that on their first migration the Gothwelt in the land of Scythia
near Lake Maeotis. On the second migration theytweiMoesia, Thrace and
Dacia, and after their third they dwelt again inyth@, above the Sea of
Pontus. Nor do we find anywhere in their writtenames legends which tell of
their subjection to slavery in Britain or in soméher island, or of their

redemption by a certain man at the cost of a sihglse. Of course if anyone
in our city says that the Goths had an origin défe from that | have related,
let him object. For myself, | prefer to believe whdave read, rather than put
trust in old wives' tales.

(839) To return, then, to my subject. The aforesaick of which | speak is
known to have had Filimer as king while they renadirn their first home in
Scythia near Maeotis. In their second home, that ihe countries of Dacia,
Thrace and Moesia, Zalmoxes reigned, whom manyergriof annals mention
as a man of remarkable learning in philosophy. &&n before this they had a
learned man Zeuta, and after him Dicineus; andthiredl was Zalmoxes of



whom | have made mention above. Nor did they laelchers of wisdom. (40)
Wherefore the Goths have ever been wiser than dihdyarians and were
nearly like the Greeks, as Dio relates, who wrbgrthistory and annals with a
Greek pen. He says that those of noble birth antbem, from whom their
kings and priests were appointed, were called firatabostesei and then
Pilleati. Moreover so highly were the Getae praiged Mars, whom the fables
of poets call the god of war, was reputed to haentborn among them. Hence
Virgil says:

"Father Gradivus rules the Getic fields."

(41) Now Mars has always been worshipped by thén&with cruel rites, and
captives were slain as his victims. They thought tie who is the lord of war
ought to be appeased by the shedding of human blapdim they devoted the
first share of the spoil, and in his honor armsppd from the foe were
suspended from trees. And they had more than ladirotices a deep spirit of
religion, since the worship of this god seemeddadally bestowed upon their
ancestor.

(42) In their third dwelling place, which was abdhe Sea of Pontus, they had
now become more civilized and, as | have said leefoere more learned. Then
the people were divided under ruling families. Mhsigoths served the family
of the Balthi and the Ostrogoths served the renawhmali. (43) They were
the first race of men to string the bow with cords,Lucan, who is more of a
historian than a poet, affirms:

"They string Armenian bows with Getic cords."

In earliest times they sang of the deeds of thegestors in strains of song
accompanied by the cithara; chanting of Eterpam&tanala, Fritigern,
Vidigoia and others whose fame among them is geegt) heroes as admiring
antiquity scarce proclaims its own to be. (44) Themthe story goes, Vesosis
waged a war disastrous to himself against the &uoyh whom ancient
tradition asserts to have been the husbands oAitieezons. Concerning these
female warriors Orosius speaks in convincing lagguahus we can clearly
prove that Vesosis then fought with the Goths, esime know surely that he
waged war with the husbands of the Amazons. Thesltdat that time along a
bend of Lake Maeotis, from the river Borysthenekjclv the natives call the
Danaper, to the stream of the Tanais. (45) By teais | mean the river which
flows down from the Rhipaeian mountains and ruskiéls so swift a current
that when the neighboring streams or Lake Maeais the Bosphorus are
frozen fast, it is the only river that is kept wabymthe rugged mountains and is



never solidified by the Scythian cold. It is alserous as the boundary of Asia
and Europe. For the other Tanais is the one wihsas iin the mountains of the
Chrinni and flows into the Caspian Sea. (46) Thedp&r begins in a great
marsh and issues from it as from its mother. #weet and fit to drink as far as
half-way down its course. It also produces fi$ha fine flavor and without
bones, having only cartilage as the frame-work hadirt bodies. But as it
approaches the Pontus it receives a little spriated Exampaeus, so very
bitter that although the river is navigable for teegth of a forty days' voyage,
it is so altered by the water of this scanty stremsmto become tainted and
unlike itself, and flows thus tainted into the desween the Greek towns of
Callipidae and Hypanis. At its mouth there is aland named Achilles.
Between these two rivers is a vast land filled whtihests and treacherous
swamps.

VI (47) This was the region where the Goths dweltwMesosis, king of the
Egyptians, made war upon them. Their king at timae twas Tanausis. In a
battle at the river Phasis (whence come the bialled pheasants, which are
found in abundance at the banquets of the greatvall the world) Tanausis,
king of the Goths, met Vesosis, king of the Egymiaand there inflicted a
severe defeat upon him, pursuing him even to Egijad he not been
restrained by the waters of the impassable Nile taedfortifications which
Vesosis had long ago ordered to be made againsaitteof the Ethiopians, he
would have slain him in his own land. But finding had no power to injure
him there, he returned and conquered almost alh Asd made it subject and
tributary to Sornus, king of the Medes, who wasthe dear friend. At that
time some of his victorious army, seeing that thiedsied provinces were rich
and fruitful, deserted their companies and of tlmim accord remained in
various parts of Asia.

(48) From their name or race Pompeius Trogus deystock of the Parthians
had its origin. Hence even to-day in the Scyth@rgte they are called Parthi,
that is, Deserters. And in consequence of theicetgsghey are archers--almost
alone among all the nations of Asia--and are vealamt warriors. Now in
regard to the name, though | have said they weltedc®arthi because they
were deserters, some have traced the derivatidneofvord otherwise, saying
that they were called Parthi because they fled ftloar kinsmen. Now when
Tanausis, king of the Goths, was dead, his peopleshipped him as one of
their gods.



VII (49) After his death, while the army under hiscassors was engaged in
an expedition in other parts, a neighboring triiemapted to carry off women
of the Goths as booty. But they made a brave eegis{ as they had been
taught to do by their husbands, and routed in dsgthe enemy who had come
upon them. When they had won this victory, theyemaispired with greater
daring. Mutually encouraging each other, they tapkarms and chose two of
the bolder, Lampeto and Marpesia, to act as teantdrs. (50) While they were
iIn command, they cast lots both for the defenstheif own country and the
devastation of other lands. So Lampeto remaingpiéod their native land and
Marpesia tooka company of women and led this novel army intoaAsifter
conquering various tribes in war and making othieesr allies by treaties, she
came to the Caucasus. There she remained for som@nd gave the place the
name Rock of Marpesia, of which also Virgil makesntion:

"Like to hard flint or the Marpesian ClIiff."

It was here Alexander the Great afterwards buitegand named them the
Caspian Gates, which now the tribe of the Lazi duss a Roman fortification.
(51) Here, then, the Amazons remained for some tand were much
strengthened. Then they departed and crossedvireHalys, which flows near
the city of Gangra, and with equal success subdiretkenia, Syria, Cilicia,
Galatia, Pisidia and all the places of Asia. THeytturned to lonia and Aeolia,
and made provinces of them after their surrendereHhey ruled for some
time and even founded cities and camps bearing tlaene. At Ephesus also
they built a very costly and beautiful temple formia, because of her delight
in archery and the chase--arts to which they whemselves devoted. (52)
Then these Scythian-born women, who had by suchaace gained control
over the kingdoms of Asia, held them for almostuadred years, and at last
came back to their own kinsfolk in the Marpesiackso | have mentioned
above, namely the Caucasus mountains.

Inasmuch as | have twice mentioned this mountamg@al think it not out of

place to describe its extent and situation, forisasell known, it encompasses
a great part of the earth with its continuous ch@8) Beginning at the Indian
Ocean, where it faces the south it is warm, giaffgzapor in the sun; where it
lies open to the north it is exposed to chill wirsshel frost. Then bending back
into Syria with a curving turn, it not only sendsth many other streams, but
pours from its plenteous breasts into the Vasiaaanggion the Euphrates and
the Tigris, navigable rivers famed for their unfayl springs. These rivers
surround the land of the Syrians and cause it todlled Mesopotamia, as it
truly is. Their waters empty into the bosom of ted Sea. (54) Then turning
back to the north, the range | have spoken of gasgi great bends through



the Scythian lands. There it sends forth very fasnouvers into the Caspian
Sea--the Araxes, the Cyrus and the Cambyses. # goen continuous range
even to the Rhipaeian mountains. Thence it desdeoatsthe north toward the
Pontic Sea, furnishing a boundary to the Scythigoe$ by its ridge, and even
touches the waters of the Ister with its clustdrdid. Being cut by this river, it
divides, and in Scythia is named Taurus also. §&fh then is the great range,
almost the mightiest of mountain chains, rearimgftats summits and by its
natural conformation supplying men with impregnasiengholds. Here and
there it divides where the ridge breaks apart aavds a deep gap, thus
forming now the Caspian Gates, and again the Aramear the Cilician, or of
whatever name the place may be. Yet they are bpeslgable for a wagon, for
both sides are sharp and steep as well as very Tigh range has different
names among various peoples. The Indian calls ausrand in another part
Paropamisus. The Parthian calls it first Choatras afterward Niphates; the
Syrian and Armenian call it Taurus; the Scythiai€mesa it Caucasus and
Rhipaeus, and at its end calls it Taurus. Manyrdtiiiees have given names to
the range. Now that we have devoted a few wordkesaribing its extent, let us
return to the subject of the Amazons.

VIIl (56) Fearing their race would fail, they soughtrmage with neighboring
tribes. They appointed a day for meeting once eryyear, so that when they
should return to the same place on that day irfdbewing year each mother
might give over to the father whatever male chi@ $iad borne, but should
herself keep and train for warfare whatever chiido¢ the female sex were
born. Or else, as some maintain, they exposed #lesindestroying the life of
the ill-fated child with a hate like that of a stepther. Among them
childbearing was detested, though everywhere elsadesired. (57) The terror
of their cruelty was increased by common rumor;vidiat hope, pray, would
there be for a captive, when it was considered grtinspare even a son?
Hercules, they say, fought against them and ovexddenalippe, yet more by
guile than by valor. Theseus moreover, took Hip@obkaptive, and of her he
begat Hippolytus. And in later times the Amazonsl e queen named
Penthesilea, famed in the tales of the Trojan Maese women are said to have
kept their power even to the time of Alexander@reat.

I X (58) But say not "Why does a story which dealsite men of the Goths
have so much to say of their women?" Hear, thentdke of the famous and
glorious valor of the men. Now Dio, the historiamdadiligent investigator of
ancient times, who gave to his work the title "Gati(and the Getae we have
proved in a previous passage to be Goths, on stienteny of Orosius Paulus)--
this Dio, | say, makes mentiaf a later king of theirs named Telefus. Let no



one say that this name is quite foreign to the &dtingue, and let no one who
Is ignorant cavil at the fact that the tribes ofnrmmake use of many names,
even as the Romans borrow from the Macedonians,Gieeks from the
Romans, the Sarmatians from the Germans, and tties @equently from the
Huns. (59) This Telefus, then, a son of Herculedbge, and the husband of a
sister of Priam, was of towering stature and térrgirength. He matched his
father's valor by virtues of his own and also riechthe traits of Hercules by
his likeness in appearance. Our ancestors calleckihgpdom Moesia. This
province has on the east the mouths of the Daraubthe south Macedonia, on
the west Histria and on the north the Danube. (86 this king we have
mentioned carried on wars with the Greeks, andeir tourse he slew in battle
Thesander, the leader of Greece. But while he wadgng a hostile attack upon
Ajax and was pursuing Ulysses, his horse becanangl®d in some vines and
fell. He himself was thrown and wounded in the bhiy a javelin of Achilles,
so that for a long time he could not be healed, ¥espite his wound, he drove
the Greeks from his land. Now when Telefus died sloin Eurypylus succeeded
to the throne, being a son of the sister of Pridng of the Phrygians. For love
of Cassandra he sought to take part in the Trogm that he might come to the
help of her parents and his own father-in-law; $nn after his arrival he was
killed.

X (61) Then Cyrus, king of the Persians, after g lorterval of almost exactly
six hundred and thirty years (as Pompeius Troguates), waged an
unsuccessful war against Tomyris, Queen of the&é&iated by his victories
in Asia, he strove to conquer the Getae, whose qua® | have said, was
Tomyris. Though she could have stopped the appro&d@yrus at the river
Araxes, yet she permitted him to cross, prefertmgvercome him in battle
rather than to thwart him by advantage of positidnd so she did. (62) As
Cyrus approached, fortune at first so favored thghitans that they slew the
son of Tomyris and most of the army. But when th#&lé was renewed, the
Getae and their queen defeated, conquered and loskened the Parthians and
took rich plunder from them. There for the firgshé the race of the Goths saw
silken tents. After achieving this victory and wimg so much booty from her
enemies, Queen Tomyris crossed over into thatgfaMoesia which is now
called Lesser Scythia--a name borrowed from gresth&,--and built on the
Moesian shore of Pontus the city of Tomi, namedrdferself.

(63) Afterwards Darius, king of the Persians, tha sf Hystaspes, demanded
In marriage the daughter of Antyrus, king of thetlip asking for her hand and
at the same time making threats in case they didutfd his wish. The Goths
spurned this alliance and brought his embassy wghta Inflamed with anger



because his offer had been rejected, he led an aefisgven hundred thousand
armed men against them and sought to avenge hisdedufeelings by

inflicting a public injury. Crossing on boats cogdrwith boards and joined like
a bridge almost the whole way from Chalcedon toaBymm, he started for

Thrace and Moesia. Later he built a bridge overdheube in like manner, but
he was wearied by two brief months of effort ansit leight thousand armed
men among the Tapae. Then, fearing the bridge theeDanube would be

seized by his foes, he marched back to Thrace ift sstreat, believing the

land of Moesia would not be safe for even a shmdwsn there.

(64) After his death, his son Xerxes planned tangeehis father's wrongs and
so proceeded to undertake a war against the Gottls sgven hundred
thousand of his own men and three hundred thousandd auxiliaries, twelve
hundred ships of war and three thousand transpgdutshe did not venture to
try them in battle, being overawed by their unyiedd animosity. So he
returned with his force just as he had come, anldoat fighting a single battle.

(65) Then Philip, the father of Alexander the Greatade alliance with the
Goths and took to wife Medopa, the daughter of KBwglila, so that he might
render the kingdom of Macedon more secure by tie dfethis marriage. It

was at this time, as the historian Dio relates, Bfalip, suffering from need of
money, determined to lead out his forces and satds€ls, a city of Moesia,
which was then subject to the Goths by reasoneh#hghboring city of Tomi.

Thereupon those priests of the Goths that areccéiie Holy Men suddenly

opened the gates of Odessus and came forth tothaset They bore harps and
were clad in snowy robes, and chanted in suppfiains to the gods of their
fathers that they might be propitious and repel Mecedonians. When the
Macedonians saw them coming with such confidenaedset them, they were
astonished and, so to speak, the armed were edrrily the unarmed.
Straightway they broke the line they had formed li@ttle and not only

refrained from destroying the city, but even gaaekothose whom they had
captured outside by right of war. Then they madereiee and returned to their
own country.

(66) After a long time Sitalces, a famous leadethef Goths, remembering this
treacherous attempt, gathered a hundred and fiftydand men and made war
upon the Athenians, fighting against Perdiccas, gKof Macedon. This
Perdiccas had been left by Alexander as his suacdssrule Athens by
hereditary right, when he drank his destruction Batbylon through the
treachery of an attendant. The Goths engaged irea ¢pattle with him and
proved themselves to be the stronger. Thus inmdturthe wrong which the



Macedonians had long before committed in Moesia,Gloths overran Greece
and laid waste the whole of Macedonia.

X1 (67) Then when Buruista was king of the Goths,ri&as came to Gothia at
the time when Sulla ruled the Romans. BuruistaivedeDicineus and gave
him almost royal power. It was by his advice thélSagavaged the lands of the
Germans, which the Franks now possess. (68) Ther CGaesar, the first of all
the Romans to assume imperial power and to sublduesathe whole world,
who conguered all kingdoms and even seized islimag beyond our world,
reposing in the bosom of Ocean. He made tribuahé Romans those that
knew not the Roman name even by hearsay, and ygtuwable to prevalil
against the Goths, despite his frequent attemptsn &aius Tiberius reigned as
third emperor of the Romans, and yet the Gothsimoad in their kingdom
unharmed. (69) Their safety, their advantage, tbee hope lay in this, that
whatever their counsellor Dicineus advised shoyldalb means be done; and
they judged it expedient that they should laboritsraccomplishment. And
when he saw that their minds were obedient to iralli things and that they
had natural ability, he taught them almost the wtadlphilosophy, for he was a
skilled master of this subject. Thus by teachingnhethics he restrained their
barbarous customs; by imparting a knowledge of igkyse made them live
naturally under laws of their own, which they passen written form to this
day and calbelagines. He taught them logic and made them skilled in
reasoning beyond all other races; he showed thestipal knowledge and so
persuaded them to abound in good works. By denstiggr theoretical
knowledge he urged them to contemplate the twdtyessand the courses of
the planets passing through them, and the whokestwbnomy. He told them
how the disc of the moon gains increase or suféms, and showed them how
much the fiery globe of the sun exceeds in sizeeaunthly planet. He explained
the names of the three hundred and forty-six stadstold through what signs
in the arching vault of the heavens they glide $yvifom their rising to their
setting. (70) Think, | pray you, what pleasure &saor these brave men, when
for a little space they had leisure from warfacebé instructed in the teachings
of philosophy! You might have seen one scanningptbstion of the heavens
and another investigating the nature of plantstarghes. Here stood one who
studied the waxing and waning of the moon, whilk ahother regarded the
labors of the sun and observed how those bodieshwiliere hastening to go
toward the east are whirled around and borne latket west by the rotation of
the heavens. When they had learned the reasonwéey at rest. (71) These
and various other matters Dicineus taught the Giotligs wisdom and gained
marvellous repute among them, so that he rulednlytthe common men but
their kings. He chose from among them those thaé \aethat time of noblest



birth and superior wisdom and taught them theoldmgiding them worship
certain divinities and holy places. He gave the @amPilleati to the priests he
ordained, | suppose because they offered sachisng their heads covered
with tiaras, which we otherwise cailllei. (72) But he bade them call the rest
of their race Capillati. This name the Goths acegpnd prized highly, and
they retain it to this day in their songs.

(73) After the death of Dicineus, they held Comosiin almost equal honor,
because he was not inferior in knowledge. By reasiohis wisdom he was
accounted their priest and king, and he judgedpinaple with the greatest
uprightness.

X1l When he too had departed from human affairs, Gmyhscended the
throne as king of the Goths and for forty yearsduhis people in Dacia. |
mean ancient Dacia, which the race of the Gepidae possess. (74) This
country lies across the Danube within sight of Maeand is surrounded by a
crown of mountains. It has only two ways of acces® by way of the Boutae
and the other by the Tapae. This Gothia, whichamoestors called Dacia and
now, as | have said, is called Gepidia, was thamfed on the east by the
Roxolani, on the west by the lazyges, on the nbsththe Sarmatians and
Basternae and on the south by the river Danube.|diyges are separated
from the Roxolani by the Aluta river only.

(75) And since mention has been made of the Danubmk it not out of place
to make brief notice of so excellent a stream. rigisin the fields of the
Alamanni, it receives sixty streams which flow intohere and there in the
twelve hundred miles from its source to its mouththe Pontus, resembling a
spine inwoven with ribs like a basket. It is indednost vast river. In the
language of the Bessi it is called the Hister, arths profound waters in its
channel to a depth of quite two hundred feet. Blieam surpasses in size all
other rivers, except the Nile. Let this much sdfior the Danube. But let us
now with the Lord's help return to the subject fratmch we have digressed.

XII1 (76) Now after a long time, in the reign of the fi@ror Domitian, the
Goths, through fear of his avarice, broke the trtleey had long observed
under other emperors. They laid waste the bankeoDianube, so long held by
the Roman Empire, and slew the soldiers and thexieals. Oppius Sabinus
was then in command of that province, succeedingpfg, while Dorpaneus
held command over the Goths. Thereupon the Gothie mar and conquered
the Romans, cut off the head of Oppius Sabinus, iamdded and boldly
plundered many castles and cities belonging tdztheeror. (77) In this plight
of his countrymen Domitian hastened with all higito Illyricum, bringing



with him the troops of almost the entire empire. déat Fuscus before him as
his general with picked soldiers. Then joining Isottgether like a bridge, he
made his soldiers cross the river Danube abovetimy of Dorpaneus. (78)

But the Goths were on the alert. They took up ant presently overwhelmed
the Romans in the first encounter. They slew Fuysthus commander, and
plundered the soldiers' camp of its treasure. Aechbse of the great victory
they had won in this region, they thereafter catleslr leaders, by whose good
fortune they seemed to have conquered, not mere mgrdemigods, that is

Ansis. Their genealogy | shall run through brietiglling the lineage of each

and the beginning and the end of this line. Andtlitmu, O reader, hear me
without repining; for | speak truly.

X1V (79) Now the first of these heroes, as they thémaserelate in their
legends, was Gapt, who begat Hulmul. And Hulmulavefugis; and Augis
begat him who was called Amal, from whom the narhéhe Amali comes.
This Amal begat Hisarnis. Hisarnis moreover begatt@otha, and Ostrogotha
begat Hunuil, and Hunuil likewise begat Athal. AtHzegat Achiulf and
Oduulf. Now Achiulf begat Ansila and Ediulf, Vultlitand Hermanaric. And
Vultuulf begat Valaravans and Valaravans begat tharius. Vinitharius
moreover begat Vandalarius; (80) Vandalarius b&dmetidimer and Valamir
and Vidimer; and Thiudimer begat Theodoric. Theardbegat Amalasuentha;
Amalasuentha bore Athalaric and Mathesuentha to husband Eutharic,
whose race was thus joined to hers in kinship. (Btby the aforesaid
Hermanaric, the son of Achiulf, begat Hunimund, addnimund begat
Thorismud. Now Thorismud begat Beremud, Beremudabéfeteric, and
Veteric likewise begat Eutharic, who married Amakgha and begat
Athalaric and Mathesuentha. Athalaric died in tlearg of his childhood, and
Mathesuentha married Vitiges, to whom she boremio.cBoth ofthem were
taken together by Belisarius to Constantinople. BVMitiges passed from
human affairs, Germanus the patrician, a cousth@fEmperor Justinian, took
Mathesuentha in marriage and made her a Patricidm&®y. And of her he
begat a son, also called Germanus. But upon théh ddaGermanus, she
determined to remain a widow. Now how and in whesewthe kingdom of the
Amali was overthrown we shall keep to tell in iteper place, if the Lord help
us.

(82) But let us now return to the point whence wadeour digression and tell
how the stock of this people of whom | speak reddfe end of its course.
Now Ablabius the historian relates that in Scytlwagre we have said that they
were dwelling above an arm of the Pontic Sea, parthem who held the
eastern region and whose king was Ostrogotha, ealed Ostrogoths, that is,



eastern Goths, either from his name or from theepl8ut the rest were called
Visigoths, that is, the Goths of the western countr

XV (83) As already said, they crossed the Danube ardt éh little while in
Moesia and Thrace. From the remnant of these camenhihus, the Emperor
succeeding Alexander the son of Mama. For Symmac#iates it thus in the
fifth book of his history, saying that upon the tteaf Caesar Alexander,
Maximinus was made Emperor by the army; a man lorfihrace of most
humble parentage, his father being a Goth nameddvliand his mother a
woman of the Alani called Ababa. He reigned threarg and lost alike his
empire and his life while making war on the Chass. (84) Now after his first
years spent in rustic life, he had come from hoskk to military service in the
reign of the Emperor Severus and at the time wieewds celebrating his son's
birthday. It happened that the Emperor was givingtary games. When
Maximinus saw this, although he was a semi-barbaytauth, he besought the
Emperor in his native tongue to give him permissmwrestle with the trained
soldiers for the prizes offered. (85) Severus mamgemuch at higyreat size--
for his stature, it is said, was more than eighdt,fdbade him contend in
wrestling with the camp followers, in order that mpury might befall his
soldiers at the hands of this wild fellow. Therempdaximinus threw sixteen
attendants with so great ease that he conqueraddhe by one without taking
any rest by pausing between the bouts. So them Wwadad won the prizes, it
was ordered that he should be sent into the armdystwould take his first
campaign with the cavalry. On the third day aftes,twhen the Emperor went
out to the field, he saw him coursing about in badn fashion and bade a
tribune restrain him and teach him Roman disciplBiet when he understood
it was the Emperor who was speaking about him,ameecforward and began
to run ahead of him as he rode. (86) Then the Eonsgurred on hikorse to a
slow trot and wheeled in many a circle hither amither with various turns,
until he was weary. And then he said to him "Arel yalling to wrestle now
after your running, my little Thracian?" "As much you like, O Emperor,” he
answered. So Severus leaped from his horse andedrttee freshest soldiers to
wrestle with him. But he threw to the ground severy powerful youths, even
as before, taking no breathing space between thes.b8o he alone was given
prizes of silver and a golden necklace by CaedaenThe was bidden to serve
in the body guard of the Emperor. (87) After this Wwas an officer under
Antoninus Caracalla, often increasing his fame isydeeds, and rose to many
military grades and finally to the centurionship tag reward of his active
service. Yet afterwards, when Macrinus became Eompée refused military
service for almost three years, and though he treddoffice of tribune, he
never came into the presence of Macrinus, thinkilsgrule shameful because



he had won it by committing a crime. (88) Then bamed to Eliogabalus,
believing him to be the son of Antoninus, and esdeupon his tribuneship.
After his reign, he fought with marvellous succagsinst the Parthians, under
Alexander the son of Mama. When he was slain io@rsing of the soldiers at
Mogontiacum, Maximinus himself was made Emperombyote of the army,
without a decree of the senate. But he marredisaljtod deeds by persecuting
the Christians in accordance with an evil vow dmelng slain by Pupienus at
Aquileia, left the kingdom to Philip. These matters have borrowed from the
history of Symmachus for this our little book, irder to show that the race of
which we speak attained to the very highest staticdine Roman Empire. But
our subject requires us to return in due ordenhéoppint whence we digressed.

XV1 (89) Now the Gothic race gained great fame inrédggon where they were
then dwelling, that is in the Scythian land on gtere of Pontus, holding
undisputed sway over great stretches of countrypynams of the sea and
many river courses. By their strong right arm then®fals were often laid low,
the Marcomanni held their footing by paying tribiged the princes of the
Quadi were reduced to slavery. Now when the afaeBhilip--who, with his
son Philip, was the only Christian emperor befoom&antine--ruled over the
Romans, in the second year of his reign Rome cdegpliés one thousandth
year. He withheld from the Goths the tribute duenthwhereupon they were
naturally enraged and instead of friends becam&ks For though they dwelt
apart under their own kings, yet they had beerdaito the Roman state and
received annual gifts. (90) And what more? Ostrogoand his men soon
crossed the Danube and ravaged Moesia and Thradm $ent the senator
Decius against him. And since he could do nothiggirsst the Getae, he
released his own soldiers from military service aedt them back to private
life, as though it had been by their neglect tlg Goths had crossed the
Danube. When, as he supposed, he had thus takgearere on his soldiers, he
returned to Philip. But when the soldiers foundntelves expelled from the
army after so many hardships, in their anger tlea/fecourse to the protection
of Ostrogotha, king of the Goths. (91) He receittegin, was aroused by their
words and presently led out three hundred thousanted men, having as
allies for this war some of the Taifali and Astiiragnd also three thousand of
the Carpi, a race of men very ready to make warfeeglently hostile to the
Romans. But in later times when Diocletian and Maan were Emperors, the
Caesar Galerius Maximianus conquered them and rtiashe tributary to the
Roman Empire. Besides these tribes, OstrogothaG@umlds and Peucini from
the island of Peuce, which lies in the mouths ef Blanube where they empty
into the Sea of Pontus. He placed in command Argaiand Guntheric, the
noblest leaders of his race. (92) They speedilgsad the Danube, devastated



Moesia a second time and approached Marcianopgefatimed metropolis of
that land. Yet after a long siege they departednugceiving money from the
inhabitants.

(93) Now since we have mentioned Marcianople, wg bréefly relate a few
matters in connection with its founding. They dagttthe Emperor Trajan built
this city for the following reason. While his siste daughter Marcia was
bathing in the stream called Potamus--a river etgclearness and purity that
rises in the midst of the city--she wished to disome water from it and by
chance dropped into its depths the golden pitchengs carrying. Yet though
very heavy from its weight of metal, it emergednfréghe waves a long time
afterwards. It surely is not a usual thing for ampgy vessel to sink; much less
that, when once swallowed up, it should be casbypghe waves and float
again. Trajan marvelled at hearing this and betieahere was some divinity in
the stream. So he built a city and called it Marofae after the name of his
sister.

XVII (94) From this city, then, as we were saying, tleta@ returned after a
long siege to their own land, enriched by the ramsloey had received. Now
the race of the Gepidae was moved with envy whey saw them laden with
booty and so suddenly victorious everywhere, andenvaar on their kinsmen.
Should you ask how the Getae and Gepidae are kmdmoan tell you in a few
words. You surely remember that in the beginnisgitl the Goths went forth
from the bosom of the island of Scandza with Beahegjr king, sailing in only
three ships toward the hither shore of Ocean, natogbothiscandza. (95) One
of these three ships proved to be slower than tiers, as is usually the case,
and thus is said to have given the tribe their narfe in their
languagegepanta means slow. Hence it came to pass that graduallylsn
corruption the name Gepidae was coined for thenwlay of reproach. For
undoubtedly they too trace their origin from thect of the Goths, but
because, as | have saehanta means something slow and stolid, the word
Gepidae arose as a gratuitous name of reproachnédbelieve this is very far
wrong, for they are slow of thought and too slubdisr quick movement of
their bodies.

(96) These Gepidae were then smitten by envy whég dwelt in the province
of Spesis on an island surrounded by the shallotenwaof the Vistula. This
island they called, in the speech of their fath&spedoios; but it is now
inhabited by the race of the Vividarii, since thepilae themselves have
moved to better lands. The Vividarii are gathenmeshf various races into this
one asylum, if I may call it so, and thus they famation. (97) So then, as we
were saying, Fastida, king of the Gepidae, stiugdhis quiet people to enlarge



their boundaries by war. He overwhelmed the Burgamg] almost annihilating
them, and conquered a number of other races alsanflistly provoked the
Goths, being the first to break the bonds of kipdty unseemly strife. He was
greatly puffed up with vain glory, but in seekingdcquire new lands for his
growing nation, he only reduced the numbers ofolwa countrymen. (98) For
he sent ambassadors to Ostrogotha, to whose rutegdths and Visigoths
alike, that is, the two peoples of the same tniere still subject. Complaining
that he was hemmed in by rugged mountains and densgts, he demanded
one of two things,--that Ostrogotha should eithesppre for war or give up
part of his lands to them. (99) Then Ostrogothaglof the Goths, who was a
man of firm mind, answered the ambassadors thalichéndeed dread such a
war and that it would be a grievous and infamourggttho join battle with their
kin,--but he would not give up his lands. And whay smore? The Gepidae
hastened to take arms and Ostrogotha likewise mbigetbrces against them,
lest he should seem a coward. They met at the tv@altis, near which the
river Auha flows, and there both sides fought wgiteat valor; indeed the
similarity of their arms and of their manner ofHtang turned them against
their own men. But the better cause and their ahalertness aided the Goths.
(100) Finally night put an end to the battle asag pf the Gepidae were giving
way. Then Fastida, king of the Gepidae, left tleddfiof slaughter and hastened
to his own land, as much humiliated with shame disdrace as formerly he
had been elated with pride. The Goths returnedonais, content with the
retreat of the Gepidae, and dwelt in peace andihegp in their own land so
long as Ostrogotha was their leader.

XVIII (101) After his death, Cniva divided the army it parts and sent
some to waste Moesia, knowing that it was undeférideough the neglect of
the emperors. He himself with seventy thousand hastened to Euscia, that
is, Novae. When driven from this place by the gah&allus, he approached
Nicopolis, a very famous town situated near theukativer. This city Trajan
built when he conquered the Sarmatians and naméwkiCity of Victory.
When the Emperor Decius drew near, Cniva at lagtdsew to the regions of
Haemus, which were not far distant. Thence he hadt& Philippopolis, with
his forces in good array. (102) When the EmperociliXe learned of his
departure, he was eager to bring relief to his @y and, crossing Mount
Haemus, came to Beroa. While he was resting hisalsasnd his weary army in
that place, all at once Cniva and his Goths fetirupim like a thunderbolt. He
cut the Roman army to pieces and drove the Empwith, a few who had
succeeded in escaping, across the Alps again twdEmsMoesia, where Gallus
was then stationed with a large force of soldieyggaardian of the frontier.
Collecting an army from this region as well as frOmscus, he prepared for the



conflict of the coming war. (103) But Cniva took ilgfpopolis after a long
siege and then, laden with spoil, allied himselPtscus, the commander in the
city, to fight against Decius. In the battle thaltdwed they quickly pierced the
son of Decius with an arrow and cruelly slew hinmeTfather saw this, and
although he is said to have exclaimed, to cheeh#aets of his soldiers: "Let
no one mourn; the death of one soldier is not atgoss to the republic”, he
was yet unable to endure it, because of his lové&iBson. So he rode against
the foe, demanding either death or vengeance, &ed Wwe came to Abrittus, a
city of Moesia, he was himself cut off by the Go#ml slain, thus making an
end of his dominion and of his life. This placetesday called the Altar of
Decius, because he there offered strange sacribadsls before the battle.

X1X (104) Then upon the death of Decius, Gallus anldidfanus succeeded to
the Roman Empire. At this time a destructive plaguimost like death itself,
such as we suffered nine years ago, blighted tbe ¢ the whole earth and
especially devastated Alexandria and all the lahdEgypt. The historian
Dionysius gives a mournful account of it and Cypyiaur own bishop and
venerable martyr in Christ, also describes it ;mibbook entitled "On Mortality".
At this time the Goths frequently ravaged Moedmpugh the neglect of the
Emperors. (105) When a certain Aemilianus saw ttiney were free to do this,
and that they could not be dislodged by anyone owithgreat cost to the
republic, he thought that he too might be abledluieve fame and fortune. So
he seized the rule in Moesia and, taking all tHdiss he could gather, began
to plunder cities and people. In the next few mentithile an armed host was
being gathered against him, he wrought no smathharthe state. Yet he died
almost at the beginning of his evil attempt, thasiig at once his life and the
power he coveted. (106) Now though Gallus and Maluss, the Emperors we
have mentioned, departed this life after remainimgpower for barely two
years, yet during this space of two years whicly gpent on earth they reigned
amid universal peace and favor. Only one thing Vead to their charge,
namely the great plague. But this was an accusatiagle by ignorant
slanderers, whose custom it is to wound the liestieers with their malicious
bite. Soon after they came to power they made aytreith the race of the
Goths. When both rulers were dead, it was no lomg tbefore Gallienus
usurped the throne.

XX (107) While he was given over to luxurious livio§) every sort, Respa,

Veduc and Thuruar, leaders of the Goths, took ahgb sailed across the strait
of the Hellespont to Asia. There they laid wastenynpopulous cities and set
fire to the renowned temple of Diana at Ephesuschyltas we said before, the
Amazons built. Being driven from the neighborhoofl Rithynia, they



destroyed Chalcedon, which Cornelius Avitus aftedsarestored to some
extent. Yet even to-day, though it is happily siganear the royal city, it still
shows some traces of its ruin as a witness to pystel08) After their success,
the Goths recrossed the strait of the Hellespaden with booty and spoil, and
returned along the same route by which they hadredtthe lands of Asia,
sacking Troy and llium on the way. These citiesiolwhhad scarce recovered a
little from the famous war with Agamemnon, weregtiestroyed anew by the
hostile sword. After the Goths had thus devastaisid, Thrace next felt their
ferocity. For they went thither and presently dtet Anchiali, a city at the foot
of Haemus and not far from the sea. Sardanapailg,df the Parthians, had
built this city long ago between an inlet of thea ssnd the base of Haemus.
(109) There they are said to have stayed for mayg,denjoying the baths of
the hot springs which are situated about twelvesritom the city of Anchiali.
There they gush from the depths of their fiery seurand among the
innumerable hot springs of the world they are esegkas specially famous and
efficacious for their healing virtues.

XXI (110) After these events, the Goths had alreadynetl home when they
were summoned at the request of the Emperor Marinuaaid the Romans
against the Parthians. They fought for him faittyfuderving as auxiliaries. But
after Caesar Maximian by their aid had routed Na&s&ing of the Persians,
the grandson of Sapor the Great, taking as spolislpossessions, together
with his wives and his sons, and when Diocletiad banquered Achilles in
Alexandria and Maximianus Herculius had broken @einquegentiani in
Africa, thus winning peace for the empire, they degather to neglect the
Goths.

(111) Now it had long been a hard matter for thenRo army to fight against
any nations whatsoever without them. This is ewidesm the way in which
the Goths were so frequently called upon. Thus tiweye summoned by
Constantine to bear arms against his kinsman lusinLater, when he was
vanquished and shut up in Thessalonica and depat/&is power, they slew
him with the sword of Constantine the victor. (112)like manner it was the
aid of the Goths that enabled him to build the famoity that is named after
him, the rival of Rome, inasmuch as they enteréal antruce with the Emperor
and furnished him forty thousand men to aid himirsgjavarious peoples. This
body of men, namely, the Allies, and the serviaytrendered in war are still
spoken of in the land to this day. Now at that tihmey prospered under the rule
of their kings Ariaric and Aoric. Upon their deatbeberich appeared as
successor to the throne, a man renowned for his @ald noble birth.



XXII (113) For he was the son of Hilderith, who was sba of Ovida, who
was the son of Nidada; and by his illustrious ddesiequalled the glory of his
race. Soon he sought to enlarge his country's wabmunds at the expense of
the race of the Vandals and Visimar, their kingisTWisimar was of the stock
of the Asdingi, which is eminent among them andacatks a most warlike
descent, as Dexippus the historian relates. Hesstatthermore that by reason
of the great extent of their country they couldreely come from Ocean to our
frontier in a year's time. At that time they dwelithe land where the Gepidae
now live, near the rivers Marisia, Miliare, Gil@hd the Grisia, which exceeds
in size all previously mentioned. (114) They thex lon the east the Goths, on
the west the Marcomanni, on the north the Hermurahd on the south the
Hister, which is also called the Danube. At theetimhen the Vandals were
dwelling in this region, war was begun against tHenGeberich, king of the
Goths, on the shore of the river Marisia which védanentioned. Here the
battle raged for a little while on equal terms. Bobn Visimar himself, the
king of the Vandals, was overthrown, together wiltle greater part of his
people. (115) When Geberich, the famous leadeh@iGoths, had conquered
and spoiled the Vandals, he returned to his owoeplahence he had come.
Then the remnant of the Vandals who had escapdéciiog a band of their
unwarlike folk, left their ill-fated country and kesd the Emperor Constantine
for Pannonia. Here they made their home for abity gears and obeyed the
commands of the emperors like subjects. A long tafterward they were
summoned thence by Stilicho, Master of the SoldiExsConsul and Patrician,
and took possession of Gaul. Here they plunderenl tieighbors and had no
settled place of abode.

XXII1 (116) Soon Geberich, king of the Goths, departechfhuman affairs
and Hermanaric, noblest of the Amali, succeedethéothrone. He subdued
many warlike peoples of the north and made theny diselaws, and some of
our ancestors have justly compared him to AlexanderGreat. Among the
tribes he conquered were the Golthescytha, Thiddesinxis, Vasinabroncae,
Merens, Mordens, Imniscaris, Rogas, Tadzans, Athidal’ego, Bubegenae
and Coldae. (117) But though famous for his congoéso many races, he
gave himself no rest until he had slain some itldaind then reduced to his
sway the remainder of the tribe of the Heruli, whokief was Alaric. Now the
aforesaid race, as the historian Ablabius tellsduglt near Lake Maeotis in
swampy places which the Greeks t&liehence they were named Heluri. They
were a people swift of foot, and on that accountewtee more swollen with
pride, (118) for there was at that time no race dichnot choose from them its
light-armed troops for battle. But though theirakiness often saved them from
others who made war upon them, yet they were onewth by the slowness



and steadiness of the Goths; and the lot of formeght it to pass that they,
as well as the other tribes, had to serve Hermgnking of the Getae. (119)
After the slaughter of the Heruli, Hermanaric alemk arms against the
Venethi. This people, though despised in war, vitemg in numbers and tried
to resist him. But a multitude of cowards is ofaail, particularly when God
permits an armed multitude to attack them. Thesplpeas we started to say at
the beginning of our account or catalogue of natidghough off-shoots from
one stock, have now three names, that is, Vengthies and Sclaveni. Though
they now rage in war far and wide, in punishmentdar sins, yet at that time
they were all obedient to Hermanaric's command&0)(1This ruler also
subdued by his wisdom and might the race of thetiAedio dwell on the
farthest shore of the German Ocean, and rulechallnations of Scythia and
Germany by his own prowess alone.

XXI1V (121) But after a short space of time, as Orostletes, the race of the
Huns, fiercer than ferocity itself, flamed forthaagst the Goths. We learn from
old traditions that their origin was as followslifaer, king of the Goths, son of
Gadaric the Great, who was the fifth in succestiomold the rule of the Getae
after their departure from the island of Scandaad-who, as we have said,
entered the land of Scythia with his tribe,--fouschong his people certain
witches, whom he called in his native tongue Halumae. Suspecting these
women, he expelled them from the midst of his racd compelled them to
wander in solitary exile afar from his army. (12l)ere the unclean spirits,
who beheld them as they wandered through the wméds; bestowed their
embraces upon them and begat this savage raceh whielt at first in the
swamps,--a stunted, foul and puny tribe, scarcelyndn, and having no
language save one which bore but slight resemblamt@iman speech. Such
was the descent of the Huns who came to the coahthe Goths.

(123) This cruel tribe, as Priscus the historialates, settled on the farther
bank of the Maeotic swamp. They were fond of hynand had no skill in any
other art. After they had grown to a nation, thagtutbed the peace of
neighboring races by theft and rapine. At one tiwieile hunters of their tribe
were as usual seeking for game on the farthest edikaeotis, they saw a doe
unexpectedly appear to their sight and enter thengw acting as guide of the
way; now advancing and again standing still. (124¢ hunters followed and
crossed on foot the Maeotic swamp, which they hggbesed was impassable
as the sea. Presently the unknown land of ScyikiEoded itself and the doe
disappeared. Now in my opinion the evil spiritsonfr whom the Huns are
descended, did this from envy of the Scythians5¥hd the Huns, who had
been wholly ignorant that there was another wodgond Maeotis, were now



filled with admiration for the Scythian land. Asethwere quick of mind, they
believed that this path, utterly unknown to any ajethe past, had been
divinely revealed to them. They returned to theibe, told them what had
happened, praised Scythia and persuaded the popéesten thither along the
way they had found by the guidance of the doe. Asyras they captured,
when they thus entered Scythia for the first tittey sacrificed to Victory.
The remainder they conquered and made subjectetosttives. (126) Like a
whirlwind of nations they swept across the greaarsyw and at once fell upon
the Alpidzuri, Alcildzuri, Itimari, Tuncarsi and Bsci, who bordered on that
part of Scythia. The Alani also, who were their @gun battle, but unlike them
in civilization, manners and appearance, they esiealuby their incessant
attacks and subdued. (127) For by the terror of features they inspired great
fear in those whom perhaps they did not really asspn war. They made their
foes flee in horror because their swarthy aspest fe@arful, and they had, if |
may call it so, a sort of shapeless lump, not alhedth pin-holes rather than
eyes. Their hardihood is evident in their wild aga@&ce, and they are beings
who are cruel to their children on the very daythee born. For they cut the
cheeks of the males with a sword, so that befceg thceive the nourishment
of milk they must learn to endure wounds. (128) ¢t¢etiney grow old beardless
and their young men are without comeliness, becaulsee furrowed by the
sword spoils by its scars the natural beauty ofardh They are short in stature,
quick in bodily movement, alert horsemen, broadutdered, ready in the use
of bow and arrow, and have firm-set necks which ewer erect in pride.
Though they live in the form of men, they have ¢heelty of wild beasts.

(129) When the Getae beheld this active race tadtilvaded many nations,
they took fright and consulted with their king httvey might escape from such
a foe. Now although Hermanaric, king of the Gotias the conqueror of many
tribes, as we have said above, yet while he wabeatating on this invasion of
the Huns, the treacherous tribe of the Rosomong attthat time were among
those who owed him their homage, took this chaa@atch him unawares. For
when the king had given orders that a certain womfirthe tribe | have
mentioned, Sunilda by name, should be bound to gldes and torn apart by
driving them at full speed in opposite directiofw e was roused to fury by
her husband's treachery to him), her brothers Sanas Ammius came to
avenge their sister's death and plunged a swoml Hermanaric's side.
Enfeebled by this blow, he dragged out a miseraistence in bodily
weakness. (130) Balamber, king of the Huns, tookaathge of his ill health to
move an army into the country of the Ostrogothmnfiwhom the Visigoths had
already separated because of some dispute. Meantthiimanaric, who was
unable to endure either the pain of his wound eritinoads of the Huns, died



full of days at the great age of one hundred and/éars. The fact of his death
enabled the Huns to prevail over those Goths whayeahave said, dwelt in the
East and were called Ostrogoths.

(The Divided Goths: Visigoths)

XXV (131) The Visigoths, who were their other alliexl anhabitants of the
western country, were terrified as their kinsmed haen, and knew not how to
plan for safety against the race of the Huns. Afieg deliberation by common
consent they finally sent ambassadors into Romemithe Emperor Valens,
brother of Valentinian, the elder Emperor, to dagttif he would give them
part of Thrace or Moesia to keep, they would sulth@tnselves to his laws and
commands. That he might have greater confidendbem, they promised to
become Christians, if he would give them teachdre spoke their language.
(132) When Valens learned this, he gladly and ptyrgranted what he had
himself intended to ask. He received the Getae timoregion of Moesia and
placed them there as a wall of defense for hisdangagainst other tribes. And
since at that time the Emperor Valens, who wasteféwith the Arian perfidy,
had closed all the churches of our party, he sept@achers to them those who
favored his sect. They came and straightway fidledide and ignorant people
with the poison of their heresy. Thus the Emperale¥s made the Visigoths
Arians rather than Christians. (133) Moreover, frira love they bore them,
they preached the gospel both to the Ostrogothstaniheir kinsmen the
Gepidae, teaching them to reverence this hereslythay invited all people of
their speech everywhere to attach themselves sost#gt. They themselves as
we have said, crossed the Danube and settled Bdpensis, Moesia and
Thrace by permission of the Emperor.

XXVI (134) Soon famine and want came upon them, as ¢ié@pens to a
people not yet well settled in a country. Theinpas and the leaders who ruled
them in place of kings, that is Fritigern, Alatheaursdl Safrac, began to lament
the plight of their army and begged Lupicinus anaxihus, the Roman
commanders, to open a market. But to what willthet"cursed lust for gold"
compel men to assent? The generals, swayed bycayaold them at a high
price not only the flesh of sheep and oxen, bunhdie carcasses of dogs and
unclean animals, so that a slave would be bartkmed loaf of bread or ten
pounds of meat. (135) When their goods and chddééd, the greedy trader
demanded their sons in return for the necessitiebfedo And the parents
consented even to this, in order to provide for shéety of their children,
arguing that it was better to lose liberty thae;liind indeed it is better that one
be sold, if he will be mercifully fed, than that sleould be kept free only to die.



Now it came to pass in that troublous time thatitimos, the Roman general,
invited Fritigern, a chieftain of the Goths, toea$t and, as the event revealed,
devised a plot against him. (136) But Fritigernnking no evil, came to the
feast with a few followers. While he was diningtie praetorium he heard the
dying cries of his ill-fated men, for, by order thie general, the soldiers were
slaying his companions who were shut up in anogat of the house. The
loud cries of the dying fell upon ears already stisps, and Fritigern at once
perceived the treacherous trick. He drew his swammd with great courage
dashed quickly from the banqueting-hall, rescued Mmen from their
threatening doom and incited them to slay the R@n#&h37) Thus these
valiant men gained the chance they had longedtdobe free to die in battle
rather than to perish of hunger--and immediatebktarms to kill the generals
Lupicinus and Maximus. Thus that day put an enthéofamine of the Goths
and the safety of the Romans, for the Goths nodoag strangers and pilgrims,
but as citizens and lords, began to rule the irthats and to hold in their own
right all the northern country as far as the Danube

(138) When the Emperor Valens heard of this at ¢altj he made ready an
army at once and set out for the country of Thratere a grievous battle took
place and the Goths prevailed. The Emperor himegztf wounded and fled to a
farm near Hadrianople. The Goths, not knowing Hraemperor lay hidden in

SO poor a hut, set fire to it (as is customaryaalohg with a cruel foe), and thus
he was cremated in royal splendor. Plainly it waksrect judgment of God that

he should be burned with fire by the very men whwerhad perfidiously led

astray when they sought the true faith, turningrtreside from the flame of

love into the fire of hell. From this time the \gsiths, in consequence of their
glorious victory, possessed Thrace and Dacia Ripassif it were their native

land.

XXVII (139) Now in the place of Valens, his uncle, thep&ror Gratian
established Theodosius the Spaniard in the EaEt@pire. Military discipline
was soon restored to a high level, and the Gotltepang that the cowardice
and sloth of former princes was ended, becamedaffar the Emperor was
famed alike for his acuteness and discretion. Byrnsttommands and by
generosity and kindness he encouraged a demorarnegito deeds of daring.
(140) But when the soldiers, who had obtained &ebé&ader by the change,
gained new confidence, they sought to attack thith$Gand drive them from
the borders of Thrace. But as the Emperor Theoddsiliso sick at this time
that his life was almost despaired of, the Gothsewagain inspired with
courage. Dividing the Gothic army, Fritigern sett da plunder Thessaly,
Epirus and Achaia, while Alatheus and Safrac whih test of the troops made



for Pannonia. (141) Now the Emperor Gratian hathist time retreated from

Rome to Gaul because of the invasions of the Vandghen he learned that
the Goths were acting with greater boldness bec@lasedosius was in despair
of his life, he quickly gathered an army and camairzst them. Yet he put no
trust in arms, but sought to conquer them by kisdrend gifts. So he entered
on a truce with them and made peace, giving thewigions.

XXVIIIl (142) When the Emperor Theodosius afterwards meseav and
learned that the Emperor Gratian had made a conygdweeen the Goths and
the Romans, as he had himself desired, he toadryt graciously and gave his
assent. He gave gifts to King Athanaric, who hacteaded Fritigern, made an
alliance with him and in the most gracious manmeitéd him to visit him in
Constantinople. (143) Athanaric very gladly consdnand as he entered the
royal city exclaimed in wonder "Lo, now | see whatave often heard of with
unbelieving ears," meaning the great and famouys Tiirning his eyes hither
and thither, he marvelled as he beheld the sitnatiadhe city, the coming and
going of the ships, the splendid walls, and theppeof divers nations gathered
like a flood of waters streaming from different igats into one basin. So too,
when he saw the army in array, he said "Truly thgpé&ror is a god on earth,
and whoso raises a hand against him is guilty fown blood." (144) In the
midst of his admiration and the enjoyment of eveatgr honors at the hand of
the emperor, he departed this life after the spae@efew months. The emperor
had such affection for him that he honored Athanavien more when he was
dead than during his life-time, for he not only gavm a worthy burial, but
himself walked before the bier at the funeral. (1M5w when Athanaric was
dead, his whole army continued in the service efEmperor Theodosius and
submitted to the Roman rule, forming as it were body with the imperial
soldiery. The former service of the Allies undee timperor Constantine was
now renewed and they were again called Allies. Amte the Emperor knew
that they were faithful to him and his friends,tbek from their number more
than twenty thousand warriors to serve againsttylent Eugenius who had
slain Gratian and seized Gaul. After winning thetaty over this usurper, he
wreaked his vengeance upon him.

XXI1X (146) But after Theodosius, the lover of peace ainthe Gothic race,
had passed from human cares, his $@my=an to ruin both empires by their
luxurious living and to deprive their Allies, thet to say the Goths, of the
customary gifts. The contempt of the Goths forRloenans soon increased, and
for fear their valor would be destroyed by long geathey appointed Alaric
king over them. He was of a famous stock, and bislity was second only to
that of the Amali, for he came from the family dktBalthi, who because of



their daring valor had long ago received among ttegie the namBaltha, that
Is, The Bold. (147) Now when this Alaric was madegk he took counsel with
his men and persuaded them to seek a kingdom lyawa exertions rather
than serve others in idleness. In the consulshigtdicho and Aurelian he
raised an army and entered Italy, which seemecktbdre of defenders, and
came through Pannonia and Sirmium along the riglet $Vithout meeting any
resistance, he reached the bridge of the river @eamdis at the third milestone
from the royal city of Ravenna.

(148) This city lies amid the streams of the Povee swamps and the sea,
and is accessible only on one side. Its ancierdbiténts, as our ancestors
relate, were calledinetoi, that is, "Laudable". Situated in a corner of the
Roman Empire above the lonian Sea, it is hemmdiéteran island by a flood
of rushing waters. (149) On the east it has theash one who sails straight to
it from the region of Corcyra and those parts oflddesweeps with his oars
along the right hand coast, first touching Epirlign Dalmatia, Liburnia and
Histria and at last the Venetian Isles. But on st it has swamps through
which a sort of door has been left by a very naremivance. To the north is an
arm of the Po, called the Fossa Asconis. (150)H@nsbuth likewise is the Po
itself, which they call the King of the rivers daly; and it has also the name
Eridanus. This river was turned aside by the Empéwgustus into a very
broad canal which flows through the midst of thg with a seventh part of its
stream, affording a pleasant harbor at its moutén Melieved in ancient times,
as Dio relates, that it would hold a fleet of twantred and fifty vessels in its
safe anchorage. (151) Fabius says that this, wiaf once a harbor, now
displays itself like a spacious garden full of geleut from them hang not sails
but apples. The city itself boasts of three nammes ia happily placed in its
threefold location. | mean to say the first is @edlRavenna and the most distant
part Classis; while midway between the city and $ka is Caesarea, full of
luxury. The sand of the beach is fine and suiteditbng.

XXX (152) But as | was saying, when the army of th&géths had come into
the neighborhood of this city, they sent an embassire Emperor Honorius,
who dwelt within. They said that if he would perntite Goths to settle
peaceably in Italy, they would so live with the Rmpeople that men might
believe them both to be of one race; but if notogwrer prevailed in war should
drive out the other, and the victor should hendbfoule unmolested. But the
Emperor Honorius feared to make either promiseh&took counsel with his
Senate and considered how he might drive them thenitalian borders. (153)
He finally decided that Alaric and his race, ifgheere able to do so, should be
allowed to seize for their own home the provinaashiest away, namely, Gaul



and Spain. For at this time he had almost lost fheemd moreover they had
been devastated by the invasion of Gaiseric, kintgeVandals. The grant was
confirmed by an imperial rescript, and the Gothgnsenting to the
arrangement, set out for the country given them.

(154) When they had gone away without doing anynhiar Italy, Stilicho, the
Patrician and father-in-law of the Emperor Honaridier the Emperor had
married both his daughters, Maria and Thermantiasuccession, but God
called both from this world in their virgin purityhis Stilicho, | say,
treacherously hurried to Pollentia, a city in th&t@an Alps. There he fell upon
the unsuspecting Goths in battle, to the ruin bftaly and his own disgrace.
(155) When the Goths suddenly beheld him, at fhielyy were terrified. Soon
regaining their courage and arousing each othdrsrhye shouting, as is their
custom, they turned to flight the entire army ofili@to and almost
exterminated it. Then forsaking the journey they himmdertaken, the Goths
with hearts full of rage returned again to Ligumdence they had set out.
When they had plundered and spoiled it, they agbwaste Aemilia, and then
hastened toward the city of Rome along the Flaminfday, which runs
between Picenum and Tuscia, taking as booty whatéey found on either
hand. (156) When they finally entered Rome, by i&larexpress command
they merely sacked it and did not set the city iom fas wild peoples usually
do, nor did they permit serious damage to be dorted holy places. Thence
they departed to bring like ruin upon Campania lamcania, and then came to
Bruttii. Here they remained a long time and planteedo to Sicily and thence
to the countries of Africa.

Now the land of the Bruttii is at the extreme sauthbound of Italy, and a
corner of it marks the beginning of the Apennineumntains. It stretches out
like a tongue into the Adriatic Sea and separdtiem the Tyrrhenian waters.
It chanced to receive its name in ancient timesfeoQueen Bruttia. (157) To
this place came Alaric, king of the Visigoths, wilte wealth of all Italy which
he had taken as spoil, and from there, as we laaslelse intended to cross over
by way of Sicily to the quiet land of Africa. Buinse man is not free to do
anything he wishes without the will of God, thagald strait sunk several of his
ships and threw all into confusion. Alaric was cdstvn by his reverse and,
while deliberating what he should do, was suddenigrtaken by an untimely
death and departed from human cares. (158) Hisl@@opurned for him with
the utmost affection. Then turning from its coutise river Busentus near the
city of Consentia--for this stream flows with ithelesome waters from the
foot of a mountain near that city--they led a bahaaptives into the midst of
its bed to dig out a place for his grave. In thetde of this pit they buried



Alaric, together with many treasures, and thenddrtine waters back into their
channel. And that none might ever know the plakey tput to death all the
diggers. They bestowed the kingdom of the Visigaththavulf his kinsman,

a man of imposing beauty and great spirit; for gtonot tall of stature, he was
distinguished for beauty of face and form.

XXXI (159) When Athavulf became king, he returned agairRome, and
whatever had escaped the first sack his Gothspstlipare like locusts, not
merely despoiling Italy of its private wealth, bexien of its public resources.
The Emperor Honorius was powerless to resist eveenwhis sister Placidia,
the daughter of the Emperor Theodosius by his skeafe, was led away
captive from the city. But Athavulf was attracteg fer nobility, beauty and
chaste purity, and so he took her to wife in lawhdrriage at Forum Julii, a
city of Aemilia. When the barbarians learned ofsthiliance, they were the
more effectually terrified, since the Empire and tBoths now seemed to be
made one. Then Athavulf set out for Gaul, leaviranétius Augustus stripped
of his wealth, to be sure, yet pleased at hearaus he was now a sort of
kinsman of his. (161) Upon his arrival the neighibgrtribes who had long
made cruel raids into Gaul,--Franks and Burgund&ike,--were terrified and
began to keep within their own borders. Now the dé&ds and the Alani, as we
have said before, had been dwelling in both Pamsohy permission of the
Roman Emperors. Yet fearing they would not be safen here if the Goths
should return, they crossed over into Gaul. (16@) i long time after they
had taken possession of Gaul they fled thence lamidtisemselves up in Spain,
for they still remembered from the tales of theirefathers what ruin Geberich,
king of the Goths, had long ago brought on theseyand how by his valor he
had driven them from their native land. And thuhadtppened that Gaul lay
open to Athavulf when he came. (163) Now when tlothGhad established his
kingdom in Gaul, he began to grieve for the plighthe Spaniards and planned
to save them from the attacks of the Vandals. 3@Wwilf left at Barcelona his
treasures and the men who were unfit for war, antered the interior of Spain
with a few faithful followers. Here he fought freently with the Vandals and,
in the third year after he had subdued Gaul andnSfell pierced through the
groin by the sword of Euervulf, a man whose shtatuse he had been wont to
mock. After his death Segeric was appointed king,He too was slain by the
treachery of his own men and lost both his kingdmmd his life even more
quickly than Athavulf.

XXXI1 (164) Then Valia, the fourth from Alaric, was makdeg, and he was
an exceeding stern and prudent man.The Emperor ridigneent an army
against him under Constantius, who was famed foabhievements in war and



distinguished in many battles, for he feared thalia/would break the treaty
long ago made with Athavulf and that, after drivimgf the neighboring tribes,
he would again plot evil against the Empire. MomsoMonorius was eager to
free his sister Placidia from the disgrace of ¢ade, and made an agreement
with Constantius that if by peace or war or any msesoever he could bring her
back to the kingdom, he should have her in marriégs) Pleased with this
promise, Constantius set out for Spain with an drfoece and in almost royal
splendor. Valia, king of the Goths, met him at aan the Pyrenees with as
great a force. Hereupon embassies were sent bysim#h and it was decided
to make peace on the following terms, namely thatia/should give up
Placidia, the Emperor's sister, and should notseeto aid the Roman Empire
when occasion demanded.

Now at that time a certain Constantine usurped mapgower in Gaul and
appointed as Caesar his son Constans, who wasrfgranmmonk. But when he
had held for a short time the Empire he had seihedwas himself slain at
Arelate and his son at Vienne. Jovinus and Selmasti@ceeded them with
equal presumption and thought they might seizeriperial power; but they
perished by a like fate.

(166) Now in the twelfth year of Valia's reign thins were driven out of
Pannonia by the Romans and Goths, almost fifty syadter they had taken
possession of it. Then Valia found that the Vandad come forth with bold
audacity from the interior of Galicia, whither Athdf had long ago driven
them, and were devastating and plundering everyavhrehis own territories,
namely in the land of Spain. So he made no delayrmved his army against
them at once, at about the time when Hierius andaBures had become
consuls.

XXXI11l (167) But Gaiseric, king of the Vandals, had alsebeen invited into
Africa by Boniface, who had fallen into a disputghnthe Emperor Valentinian
and was able to obtain revenge only by injuringeh®ire. So he invited them
urgently and brought them across the narrow skatwn as the Strait of
Gades, scarcely seven miles wide, which dividescAffrom Spain and unites
the mouth of the Tyrrhenian Sea with the water®c¢an. (168) Gaiseric, still
famous in the City for the disaster of the Romamas a man of moderate
height and lame in consequence of a fall from bisé. He was a man of deep
thought and few words, holding luxury in disdaiatidus in his anger, greedy
for gain, shrewd in winning over the barbarians skitled in sowing the seeds
of dissension to arouse enmity. (169) Such was n® &s we have said, came
at the solicitous invitation of Boniface to the otny of Africa. There he
reigned for a long time, receiving authority, asyhsay, from God Himself.



Before his death he summoned the band of his setisoedained that there
should be no strife among them because of desir¢éhéo kingdom, but that
each should reign in his own rank and order asunéved the others; that is,
the next younger should succeed his elder brotrad, he in turn should be
followed by his junior. By giving heed to this corand they ruled their
kingdom in happiness for the space of many yeagisvare not disgraced by
civil war, as is usual among other nations; oneratthe other receiving the
kingdom and ruling the people in peace.

(170) Now this is their order of succession: fiGgiseric who was father and
lord, next, Huneric, the third Gunthamund, the fodrhrasamund, and the fifth
llderich. He was driven from the throne and slaynGelimer, who destroyed
his race by disregarding his ancestor's advicesatithg up a tyranny. (171)
But what he had done did not remain unpunishedsdon the vengeance of the
Emperor Justinian was manifested against him. Wghwvhole family and that
wealth over which he gloated like a robber, he ta&en to Constantinople by
that most renowned warrior Belisarius, Master & 8oldiery of the East, Ex-
Consul Ordinary and Patrician. Here he affordedeatgspectacle to the people
in the Circus. His repentance, when he beheld Hiroast down from his royal
state, came too late. He died as a mere subjedhaetirement, though he had
formerly been unwilling to submit to private lif€l72) Thus after a century
Africa, which in the division of the earth's surais regarded as the third part
of the world, was delivered from the yoke of thendals and brought back to
the liberty of the Roman Empire. The country whibk hand of the heathen
had long ago cut off from the body of the Roman Eeydby reason of the
cowardice of emperors and the treachery of genenas now restored by a
wise prince and a faithful leader and to-day ispilggdlourishing. And though,
even after this, it had to deplore the misery @il evar and the treachery of the
Moors, yet the triumph of the Emperor Justinianyaltsafed him by God,
brought to a peaceful conclusion what he had beguhwhy need we speak of
what the subject does not require? Let us retugutdheme.

(173) Now Valia, king of the Goths, and his armydbt so fiercely against the
Vandals that he would have pursued them even iritwad had not such a
misfortune recalled him as befell Alaric when hesvgatting out for Africa. So
when he had won great fame in Spain, he returned afbloodless victory to
Tolosa, turning over to the Roman Empire, as hegrathised, a number of
provinces which he had rid of his foes. A long tiafeer this he was seized by
sickness and departed this life. (174) Just at tinaé Beremud, the son of
Thorismud, whom we have mentioned above in the @glegg of the family of
the Amali, departed with his son Veteric from theti@goths, who still



submitted to the oppression of the Huns in the @n8cythia, and came to the
kingdom of the Visigoths. Well aware of his valadanoble birth, he believed
that the kingdom would be the more readily bestowgdn him by his
kinsmen, inasmuch as he was known to be the hamawfy kings. And who
would hesitate to choose one of the Amali, if thesre an empty throne? But
he was not himself eager to make known who he ara$,so upon the death of
Valia the Visigoths made Theodorid his succesdai5) Beremud came to him
and, with the strength of mind for which he wasedgtconcealed his noble
birth by prudent silence, for he knew that thoseafal lineage are always
distrusted by kings. So he suffered himself to ienmamknown, that he might
not bring the established order into confusion.Kifheodorid received him
and his son with special honor and made him paritmdris counsels and a
companion at his board; not for his noble birthjckhhe knew not, but for his
brave spirit and strong mind, which Beremud cowtiaonceal.

XXXIV (176) And what more? Valia (to repeat what we hsaiel) had but
little success against the Gauls, but when he thedmore fortunate and
prosperous Theodorid succeeded to the throne. Heawaan of the greatest
moderation and notable for vigor of mind and botty.the consulship of
Theodosius and Festus the Romans broke the trutéoak up arms against
him in Gaul, with the Huns as their auxiliariesr laoband of the Gallic Allies,
led by Count Gaina, had aroused the Romans by thgo@onstantinople into
a panic. Now at that time the Patrician Aétius wasommand of the army. He
was of the bravest Moesian stock, born of his fatbaudentius in the city of
Durostorum. He was a man fitted to endure the tfilgar, born expressly to
serve the Roman state; and by inflicting crushiafigdts he had compelled the
proud Suavi and barbarous Franks to submit to Rosmaay. (177) So then,
with the Huns as allies under their leader Litgritlie Roman army moved in
array against the Goths. When the battle linesoti Bides had been standing
for a long time opposite each other, both beingvérand neither side the
weaker, they struck a truce and returned to thasreat alliance. And after the
treaty had been confirmed by both and an honesiepeas established, they
both withdrew.

(178) During this peace Attila was lord over ak tHuns and almost the sole
earthly ruler of all the tribes of Scythia; a maarwellous for his glorious fame
among all nations. The historian Priscus, who veag o him on an embassy
by the younger Theodosius, says this among otheggh"Crossing mighty

rivers--namely, the Tisia and Tibisia and Driccae-eame to the place where
long ago Vidigoia, bravest of the Goths, perished the guile of the

Sarmatians. At no great distance from that placameed at the village where



King Attila was dwelling,--a village, | say, likegreat city, in which we found
wooden walls made of smooth-shining boards, whos#sj so counterfeited
solidity that the union of the boards could scardst distinguished by close
scrutiny. (179) There you might see dining halldasfje extent and porticoes
planned with great beauty, while the courtyard @snded by so vast a circuit
that its very size showed it was the royal palatéis was the abode of Attila,
the king of all the barbarian world; and he preddrthis as a dwelling to the
cities he captured.

XXXV (180) Now this Attila was the son of Mundiuch, amd brothers were
Octar and Ruas who are said to have ruled befdraAthough not over quite
so many tribes as he. After their death he succetathe throne of the Huns,
together with his brother Bleda. In order that highhfirst be equal to the
expedition he was preparing, he sought to incrheasstrength by murder. Thus
he proceeded from the destruction of his own kiddi® the menace of all
others. (181) But though he increased his powehisyshameful means, yet by
the balance of justice he received the hideousetpresices of his own cruelty.
Now when his brother Bleda, who ruled over a gpeat of the Huns, had been
slain by his treachery, Attila united all the pemphder his own rule. Gathering
also a host of the other tribes which he then belder his sway, he sought to
subdue the foremost nations of the world--the Ra@aard the Visigoths. (182)
His army is said to have numbered five hundred shod men. He was a man
born into the world to shake the nations, the sgewf all lands, who in some
way terrified all mankind by the dreadful rumorsiseal abroad concerning
him. He was haughty in his walk, rolling his eyethér and thither, so that the
power of his proud spirit appeared in the movenoémis body. He was indeed
a lover of war, yet restrained in action, mighty @ounsel, gracious to
suppliants and lenient to those who were once yedeanto his protection. He
was short of stature, with a broad chest and alaegd; his eyes were small,
his beard thin and sprinkled with gray; and he hdtht nose and a swarthy
complexion, showing the evidences of his origif8@3)LAnd though his temper
was such that he always had great self-confidepee,his assurance was
increased by finding the sword of Mars, always e&sied sacred among the
kings of the Scythians. The historian Priscus sayss discovered under the
following circumstances: "When a certain shephegtiebd one heifer of his
flock limping and could find no cause for this wakirihe anxiously followed
the trail of blood and at length came to a sworbaitl unwittingly trampled
while nibbling the grass. He dug it up and tooktitight to Attila. He rejoiced
at this gift and, being ambitious, thought he haerbappointed ruler of the
whole world, and that through the sword of Marsreumacy in all wars was
assured to him."



XXXVI (184) Now when Gaiseric, king of the Vandals, whee mentioned
shortly before, learned that his mind was benthendevastation of the world,
he incited Attila by many gifts to make war on Wisigoths, for he was afraid
that Theodorid, king of the Visigoths, would avernthe injury done to his
daughter. She had been joined in wedlock with Hanéne son of Gaiseric,
and at first was happy in this union. But aftervgalet was cruel even to his
own children, and because of the mere suspiciongi@ was attempting to
poison him, he cut off her nose and mutilated lags.eHe sent her back to her
father in Gaul thus despoiled of her natural char®s the wretched girl
presented a pitiable aspect ever after, and theltgrwhich would stir even
strangers still more surely incited her father tengeance. (185) Attila,
therefore, in his efforts to bring about the wansg ago instigated by the bribe
of Gaiseric, sent ambassadors into Italy to the &opValentinian to sow
strife between the Goths and the Romans, thinkenghitter by civil discord
those whom he could not crush in battle. He dedléhat he was in no way
violating his friendly relations with the Empireytbthat he had a quarrel with
Theodorid, king of the Visigoths. As he wished wkindly received, he filled
the rest of the letter with the usual flatteringusations, striving to win
credence for his falsehood. (186) In like mannedbspatched a message to
Theodorid, king of the Visigoths, urging him to akehis alliance with the
Romans and reminding him of the battles to whiaythad recently provoked
him. Beneath his great ferocity he was a subtle,naaa fought with craft
before he made war.

Then the Emperor Valentinian sent an embassy t¥/ikigoths and their king
Theodorid, with this message: (187) "Bravest ofiome, it is the part of
prudence for us to unite against the lord of th#heaho wishes to enslave the
whole world; who requires no just cause for batbet supposes whatever he
does is right. He measures his ambition by his tnigltense satisfies his
pride. Despising law and right, he shows himselleaemy to Nature herself.
And thus he, who clearly is the common foe of edeserves the hatred of all.
(188) Pray remember--what you surely cannot fortiett the Huns do not
overthrow nations by means of war, where theranigqual chance, but assail
them by treachery, which is a greater cause foreanxTo say nothing about
ourselves, can you suffer such insolence to go nispad? Since you are
mighty in arms, give heed to your own danger and jeands with us in
common. Bear aid also to the Empire, of which yoildha part. If you would
learn how such an alliance should be sought andonedd by us, look into the
plans of the foe."



(189) By these and like arguments the ambassadovalentinian prevailed
upon King Theodorid. He answered them, saying: "®wnyou have attained
your desire; you have made Attila our foe also. Wé pursue him wherever
he summons us, and though he is puffed up by bisnes over divers races,
yet the Goths know how to fight this haughty foeall no war dangerous save
one whose cause is weak; for he fears no ill onmvivajesty has smiled."
(190) The nobles shouted assent to the reply anditlititude gladly followed.
All were fierce for battle and longed to meet thensl, their foe. And so a
countless host was led forth by Theodorid, kingthed Visigoths, who sent
home four of his sons, namely Friderich and EurRetemer and Mimnerith,
taking with him only the two elder sons, Thorisnardd Theodorid, as partners
of his toil. O brave array, sure defense and sweetradeship, having the aid
of those who delight to share in the same dangers!

(191) On the side of the Romans stood the Patrigigius, on whom at that
time the whole Empire of the West depended; a niasuch wisdom that he
had assembled warriors from everywhere to meet theraqual terms. Now
these were his auxiliaries: Franks, Sarmatians, odicians, Liticians,
Burgundians, Saxons, Riparians, Olibriones (oncen&s soldiers and now
the flower of the allied forces), and some othelti€er German tribes. (192)
And so they met in the Catalaunian Plains, whigh aso called Mauriacian,
extending in length one hundrbsliva, as the Gauls express it, and seventy in
width. Now a Gallideuva measures a distance of fifteen hundred paces. That
portion of the earth accordingly became the thresfioor of countless races.
The two hosts bravely joined battle. Nothing wasealoainder cover, but they
contended in open fight. (193) What just causebmifound for the encounter
of so many nations, or what hatred inspired thdnoalake arms against each
other? It is proof that the human race lives ferkings, for it is at the mad
impulse of one mind a slaughter of nations takesegland at the whim of a
haughty ruler that which nature has taken agesrtmlyce perishes in a
moment.

XXXVII (194) But before we set forth the order of thetlbatself, it seems
needful to relate what had already happened icdiese of the campaign, for
it was not only a famous struggle but one that e@splicated and confused.
Well then, Sangiban, king of the Alani, smitteniwiear of what might come
to pass, had promised to surrender to Attila, andjive into his keeping
Aureliani, a city of Gaul wherein he dwelt. (195h%h Theodorid and Aétius
learned of this, they cast up great earthworks ratdhat city before Attila's
arrival and kept watch over the suspected Sangiidaning him with his tribe
in the midst of their auxiliaries. Then Attila, krof the Huns, was taken aback



by this event and lost confidence in his own trogesthat he feared to begin
the conflict. While he was meditating on flightgeeater calamity than death
itself--he decided to inquire into the future thgbusoothsayers. (196) So, as
was their custom, they examined the entrails oflecand certain streaks in
bones that had been scraped, and foretold disastee Huns. Yet as a slight
consolation they prophesied that the chief commanti¢he foe they were to
meet should fall and mar by his death the reshefvictory and the triumph.
Now Attila deemed the death of Aétius a thing tadesired even at the cost of
his own life, for Aétius stood in the way of hisapk. So although he was
disturbed by this prophecy, yet inasmuch as heavasn who sought counsel
of omens in all warfare, he began the battle witRi@us heart at about the
ninth hour of the day, in order that the impendilagkness might come to his
aid if the outcome should be disastrous.

XXXVIII (197) The armies met, as we have said, in thel&atan Plains.
The battle field was a plain rising by a sharp slap a ridge, which both
armies sought to gain; for advantage of positioa ggeat help. The Huns with
their forces seized the right side, the RomansVibrgoths and their allies the
left, and then began a struggle for the yet untaitest. Now Theodorid with
the Visigoths held the right wing and Aétius wittetRomans the left. They
placed in the centre Sangiban (who, as said befeas, in command of the
Alani), thus contriving with military caution to sound by a host of faithful
troops the man in whose loyalty they had little fadence. For one who has
difficulties placed in the way of his flight reaglisubmits to the necessity of
fighting. (198) On the other side, however, thetledine of the Huns was
arranged so that Attila and his bravest followeesenstationed in the centre. In
arranging them thus the king had chiefly his owfetyain view, since by his
position in the very midst of his race he would Kept out of the way of
threatening danger. The innumerable peoples dfiitrexs tribes, which he had
subjected to his sway, formed the wings. (199) Ath&m was conspicuous the
army of the Ostrogoths under the leadership obtbéers Valamir, Thiudimer
and Vidimer, nobler even than the king they sert@dthe might of the family
of the Amali rendered them glorious. The renownauy kof the Gepidae,
Ardaric, was there also with a countless host,l@whuse of his great loyalty to
Attila, he shared his plans. For Attila, comparthgm in his wisdom, prized
him and Valamir, king of the Ostrogoths, abovetlai other chieftains. (200)
Valamir was a good keeper of secrets, bland ofdpard skilled in wiles, and
Ardaric, as we have said, was famed for his loyaftg wisdom. Attila might
well feel sure that they would fight against thesigoths, their kinsmen. Now
the rest of the crowd of kings (if we may call them) and the leaders of
various nations hung upon Attila's nod like slavasg when he gave a sign



even by a glance, without a murmur each stood fiorfiear and trembling, or
at all events did as he was bid. (201) Attila alaras king of all kings over all
and concerned for all.

So then the struggle began for the advantage ofiggosve have mentioned.
Attila sent his men to take the summit of the maimtbut was outstripped by
Thorismud and Aétius, who in their effort to gairettop of the hill reached
higher ground and through this advantage of posgiasily routed the Huns as
they came up.

XXXI1X (202) Now when Attila saw his army was thrown im@nfusion by
this event, he thought it best to encourage therarbgxtemporaneous address
on this wise: "Here you stand, after conqueringhtyighations and subduing
the world. | therefore think it foolish for me t@oad you with words, as though
you were men who had not been proved in action.a_eew leader or an
untried army resort to that. (203) It is not rigt me to say anything common,
nor ought you to listen. For what is war but yosual custom? Or what is
sweeter for a brave man than to seek revenge watbwn hand? It is a right of
nature to glut the soul with vengeance. (204) lssthen attack the foe eagerly;
for they are ever the bolder who make the attackspixe this union of
discordant races! To defend oneself by alliangeosf of cowardice. See, even
before our attack they are smitten with terror. yreeek the heights, they seize
the hills and, repenting too late, clamor for petitth against battle in the open
fields. You know how slight a matter the Roman&tes. While they are still
gathering in order and forming in one line with ked shields, they are
checked, | will not say by the first wound, but ev®y the dust of battle. (205)
Then on to the fray with stout hearts, as is yoantwDespise their battle line.
Attack the Alani, smite the Visigoths! Seek swiittory in that spot where the
battle rages. For when the sinews are cut the lsdl® relax, nor can a body
stand when you have taken away the bones. Let gourage rise and your
own fury burst forth! Now show your cunning, Hunew your deeds of arms!
Let the wounded exact in return the death of hes let the unwounded revel in
slaughter of the enemy. (206) No spear shall h&wosda who are sure to live;
and those who are sure to die Fate overtakes @vpaace. And finally, why
should Fortune have made the Huns victorious ovanany nations, unless it
were to prepare them for the joy of this confldtho was it revealed to our
sires the path through the Maeotian swamp, for anymages a closed secret?
Who, moreover, made armed men yield to you, when were as yet
unarmed? Even a mass of federated nations coulénthire the sight of the
Huns. | am not deceived in the issue;--here idifld so many victories have
promised us. | shall hurl the first spear at the 16 any can stand at rest while



Attila fights, he is a dead man." Inflamed by theseds, they all dashed into
battle.

XL (207) And although the situation was itself fegrjiet the presence of their
king dispelled anxiety and hesitation. Hand to hdrey clashed in battle, and
the fight grew fierce, confused, monstrous, unitalgr-a fight whose like no
ancient time has ever recorded. There such deedsdome that a brave man
who missed this marvellous spectacle could not hmpesee anything so
wonderful all his life long. (208) For, if we maleve our elders, a brook
flowing between low banks through the plain wasagyeincreased by blood
from the wounds of the slain. It was not floodedshpwers, as brooks usually
rise, but was swollen by a strange stream and dum#® a torrent by the
increase of blood. Those whose wounds drove theslake their parching
thirst drank water mingled with gore. In their valeed plight they were forced
to drink what they thought was the blood they hadirpd from their own
wounds.

(209) Here King Theodorid, while riding by to encage his army, was thrown
from his horse and trampled under foot by his ovemnthus ending his days at
a ripe old age. But others say he was slain byplear of Andag of the host of
the Ostrogoths, who were then under the sway dfaAfthis was what the
soothsayers had told to Attila in prophecy, thobghunderstood it of Aétius.
(210) Then the Visigoths, separating from the Alésll upon the horde of the
Huns and nearly slew Attila. But he prudently tdbght and straightway shut
himself and his companions within the barriers loé tamp, which he had
fortified with wagons. A frail defence indeed; yeere they sought refuge for
their lives, whom but a little while before no walf earth could withstand.
(211) But Thorismud, the son of King Theodorid, whith Aétius had seized
the hill and repulsed the enemy from the higheugdy came unwittingly to
the wagons of the enemy in the darkness of nigiriking he had reached his
own lines. As he was fighting bravely, someone vamahhim in the head and
dragged him from his horse. Then he was rescuetthdyvatchful care of his
followers and withdrew from the fierce conflict.12) Aétius also became
separated from his men in the confusion of niglt aandered about in the
midst of the enemy. Fearing disaster had happdreedient about in search of
the Goths. At last he reached the camp of hissadlie passed the remainder of
the night in the protection of their shields.

At dawn on the following day, when the Romans daevfields were piled high
with bodies and that the Huns did not venture fotttley thought the victory
was theirs, but knew that Attila would not flee rfrothe battle unless
overwhelmed by a great disaster. Yet he did notemgardly, like one that is



overcome, but with clash of arms sounded the trasnped threatened an
attack. He was like a lion pierced by hunting spearho paces to and fro
before the mouth of his den and dares not springceases not to terrify the
neighborhood by his roaring. Even so this warlikegkat bay terrified his
conquerors. (213) Therefore the Goths and Romasendded and considered
what to do with the vanquished Attila. They detered to wear him out by a
siege, because he had no supply of provisions aad kndered from
approaching by a shower of arrows from the bowm&cteaa within the
confines of the Roman camp. But it was said thatkihg remained supremely
brave even in this extremity and had heaped upneréh pyre of horse
trappings, so that if the enemy should attack Himwas determined to cast
himself into the flames, that none might have thegf wounding him and that
the lord of so many races might not fall into tlaadls of his foes.

XLI (214) Now during these delays in the siege, tregdths sought their king
and the king's sons their father, wondering atatisence when success had
been attained. When, after a long search, theydfidum where the dead lay
thickest, as happens with brave men, they honomedwith songs and bore
him away in the sight of the enemy. You might haeen bands of Goths
shouting with dissonant cries and paying the howérdeath while the battle
still raged. Tears were shed, but such as they wecastomed to devote to
brave men. It was death indeed, but the Huns areess that it was a glorious
one. It was a death whereby one might well supplseoride of the enemy
would be lowered, when they beheld the body of atga king borne forth
with fitting honors. (215) And so the Goths, stithntinuing the rites due to
Theodorid, bore forth the royal majesty with sougdiarms, and valiant
Thorismud, as befitted a son, honored the glorgpist of his dear father by
following his remains.

When this was done, Thorismud was eager to takgeasrce for his father's
death on the remaining Huns, being moved to thith doy the pain of

bereavement and the impulse of that valor for whehwas noted. Yet he
consulted with the Patrician Aétius (for he wasdaer man and of more
mature wisdom) with regard to what he ought to éatn(216) But Aétius

feared that if the Huns were totally destroyedtmy Goths, the Roman Empire
would be overwhelmed, and urgently advised him éturmn to his own

dominions to take up the rule which his father kedtl Otherwise his brothers
might seize their father's possessions and obt@mpower over the Visigoths.
In this case Thorismud would have to fight fiercelpd, what is worse,
disastrously with his own countrymen. Thorismudegted the advice without
perceiving its double meaning, but followed it wiim eye toward his own



advantage. So he left the Huns and returned to. G&LI) Thus while human
frailty rushes into suspicion, it often loses apaypunity of doing great things.

In this most famous war of the bravest tribes, bnedred and sixty five
thousand are said to have been slain on both sidaging out of account
fifteen thousand of the Gepidae and Franks, who eaeh other the night
before the general engagement and fell by woundwiatiy received, the
Franks fighting for the Romans and the Gepida¢hferHuns.

(218) Now when Attila learned of the retreat of theths, he thought it a ruse
of the enemy,--for so men are wont to believe wthenunexpected happens--
and remained for some time in his camp. But whéang silence followed the
absence of the foe, the spirit of the mighty kingsvaroused to the thought of
victory and the anticipation of pleasure, and hisdriurned to the old oracles
of his destiny.

Thorismud, however, after the death of his fathertloe Catalaunian Plains
where he had fought, advanced in royal state ateteshTolosa. Here although
the throng of his brothers and brave companion® gl rejoicing over the
victory he yet began to rule so mildly that no ®teove with him for the
succession to the kingdom.

XLII (219 But Attila took occasion from the withdrawal the Visigoths,
observing what he had often desired--that his eeemvere divided. At length
feeling secure, he moved forward his array to ktthe Romans. As his first
move he besieged the city of Aquileia, the metrigpof Venetia, which is
situated on a point or tongue of land by the Adri&ea. On the eastern side its
walls are washed by the river Natissa, flowing fréhaunt Piccis. (220) The
siege was long and fierce, but of no avail, sifoe bravest soldiers of the
Romans withstood him from within. At last his armsas discontented and
eager to withdraw. Attila chanced to be walkingusua the walls, considering
whether to break camp or delay longer, and notited the white birds,
namely, the storks, who build their nests in thblgm of houses, were bearing
their young from the city and, contrary to theistmm, were carrying them out
into the country. (221) Being a shrewd observeewdnts, he understood this
and said to his soldiers: "You see the birds fardke future. They are leaving
the city sure to perish and are forsaking strondgghdbomed to fall by reason of
imminent peril. Do not think this a meaninglessuacertain sign; fear, arising
from the things they foresee, has changed thetoous Why say more? He
inflamed the hearts of his soldiers to attack Aejailagain. Constructing
battering rams and bringing to bear all mannermgfirees of war, they quickly
forced their way into the city, laid it waste, dled the spoil and so cruelly



devastated it as scarcely to leave a trace todae §222) Then growing bolder
and still thirsting for Roman blood, the Huns ragetdly through the
remaining cities of the Veneti. They also laid wad¥lediolanum, the
metropolis of Liguria, once an imperial city, andvg over Ticinum to a like
fate. Then they destroyed the neighboring countrytheir frenzy and
demolished almost the whole of Italy.

Attila's mind had been bent on going to Rome. Bist followers, as the
historian Priscus relates, took him away, not duegard for the city to which
they were hostile, but because they rememberedabe of Alaric, the former
king of the Visigoths. They distrusted the goodtdoe of their own king,

inasmuch as Alaric did not live long after the saékRome, but straightway
departed this life. (223) Therefore while Attilagirit was wavering in doubt
between going and not going, and he still linget®@gponder the matter, an
embassy came to him from Rome to seek peace. Pepéiimself came to
meet him in the Ambuleian district of the Venetitla¢ well-travelled ford of

the river Mincius. Then Attila quickly put asideshisual fury, turned back on
the way he had advanced from beyond the Danubedapdrted with the

promise of peace. But above all he declared anavedowith threats that he
would bring worse things upon Italy, unless theytdem Honoria, the sister of
the Emperor Valentinian and daughter of Augustaifiia, with her due share
of the royal wealth. (224) For it was said that Bioa, although bound to
chastity for the honor of the imperial court anghtkim constraint by command
of her brother, had secretly despatched a eunudurtamon Attila that she
might have his protection against her brother's ggpwa shameful thing,

indeed, to get license for her passion at theaa$te public weal.

XLIIl (225) So Attila returned to his own country, sesgnio regret the peace
and to be vexed at the cessation of war. For heaehassadors to Marcian,
Emperor of the East, threatening to devastate ithanes, because that which
had been promised him by Theodosius, a former emnperas in no wise
performed, and saying that he would show himselfermouel to his foes than
ever. But as he was shrewd and crafty, he thredtameone direction and
moved his army in another; for in the midst of the@separations he turned his
face toward the Visigoths who had yet to feel leageance. (226) But here he
had not the same success as against the Romanenidgdack by a different
way than before, he decided to reduce to his swatygart of the Alani which
was settled across the river Loire, in order thataliacking them, and thus
changing the aspect of the war, he might becomera perrible menace to the
Visigoths. Accordingly he started from the proviead Dacia and Pannonia,
where the Huns were then dwelling with various saobpeoples, and moved



his array against the Alani. (227) But Thorismuthgkof the Visigoths, with
like quickness of thought perceived Attila's triéky forced marches he came
to the Alani before him, and was well preparedheak the advance of Attila
when he came after him. They joined battle in alrtios same way as before at
the Catalaunian Plains, and Thorismud dashed hesof victory, for he
routed him and drove him from the land withoutianph, compelling him to
flee to his own country. Thus while Attila, the faus leader and lord of many
victories, sought to blot out the fame of his d®gtr and in this way to annul
what he had suffered at the hands of the Visigdtbanet a second defeat and
retreated ingloriously. (228) Now after the bantithhe Huns had been repulsed
by the Alani, without any hurt to his own men, Tisatud departed for Tolosa.
There he established a settled peace for his peoplen the third year of his
reign fell sick. While letting blood from a veinghvas betrayed to his death by
Ascalc, a client, who told his foes that his weapevere out of reach. Yet
grasping a foot-stool in the one hand he had fredgecame the avenger of his
own blood by slaying several of those that weredyn wait for him.

XLIV (229) After his death, his brother Theodorid secas to the kingdom
of the Visigoths and soon found that Riciarius kissman, the king of the
Suavi, was hostile to him. For Riciarius, presummy his relationship to
Theodorid, believed that he might seize almoswthele of Spain, thinking the
disturbed beginning of Theodorid's reign made ittme bpportune for his trick.
(230) The Suavi formerly occupied as their courBglicia and Lusitania,
which extend on the right side of Spain along thare of Ocean. To the east is
Austrogonia, to the west, on a promontory, is theresd Monument of the
Roman general Scipio, to the north Ocean, anddcstiuth Lusitania and the
Tagus river, which mingles golden grains in itsdsaand thus carries wealth in
its worthless mud. So then Riciarius, king of thex8, set forth and strove to
seize the whole of Spain. (231) Theodorid, his kias, a man of moderation,
sent ambassadors to him and told him quietly tleamlist not only withdraw
from the territories that were not his own, butttiermore that he should not
presume to make such an attempt, as he was bectaied for his ambition.
But with arrogant spirit he replied: "If you murminere and find fault with my
coming, | shall come to Tolosa where you dwell. iBese there, if you can."
When he heard this, Theodorid was angry and, makingmpact with all the
other tribes, moved his array against the Suavi.hHé as his close allies
Gundiuch and Hilperic, kings of the Burgundians332 They came to battle
near the river Ulbius, which flows between Asturmad Hiberia, and in the
engagement Theodorid with the Visigoths, who foughtthe right, came off
victorious, overthrowing the entire tribe of theaS8uand almost exterminating
them. Their king Riciarius fled from the dread fmed embarked upon a ship.



But he was beaten back by another foe, the adwangeof the Tyrrhenian Sea,
and so fell into the hands of the Visigoths. Thhaugh he changed from sea to
land, the wretched man did not avert his death.

(233) When Theodorid had become the victor, heesptre conquered and did
not suffer the rage of conflict to continue, buage#d over the Suavi whom he
had conquered one of his own retainers, named AlgriBut Agrivulf soon
treacherously changed his mind, through the pei@uas$ the Suavi, and failed
to fulfil his duty. For he was quite puffed up witfrannical pride, believing he
had obtained the province as a reward for the @owhich he and his lord
had recently subjugated it. Now he was a man bbtheostock of the Varni,
far below the nobility of Gothic blood, and so waether zealous for liberty
nor faithful toward his patron. (234) As soon asedtiorid heard of this, he
gathered a force to cast him out from the kingdenih&ad usurped. They came
qguickly and conquered him in the first battle, ictthg a punishment befitting
his deeds. For he was captured, taken from hiadseand beheaded. Thus at
last he was made aware of the wrath of the masténdught might be despised
because he was kind. Now when the Suavi beheldehath of their leader, they
sent priests of their country to Theodorid as sapps. He received them with
the reverence due their office and not only graniedSuavi exemption from
punishment, but was moved by compassion and alldiea to choose a ruler
of their own race for themselves. The Suavi didtaking Rimismund as their
prince. When this was done and peace was everyvalssteed, Theodorid died
in the thirteenth year of his reign.

XLV (235) His brother Eurich succeeded him with sumipee haste that he fell
under dark suspicion. Now while these and variotisero matters were
happening among the people of the Visigoths, the@dfor Valentinian was
slain by the treachery of Maximus, and Maximus lalipdike a tyrant, usurped
the rule. Gaiseric, king of the Vandals, heardha$ and came from Africa to
Italy with ships of war, entered Rome and laid &ste. Maximus fled and was
slain by a certain Ursus, a Roman soldier. (236grAiim Majorian undertook
the government of the Western Empire at the biddihllarcian, Emperor of
the East. But he too ruled but a short time. Foerwhe had moved his forces
against the Alani who were harassing Gaul, he vilbsdkat Dertona near the
river named Ira. Severus succeeded him and di&bmaie in the third year of
his reign. When the Emperor Leo, who had succeétidian in the Eastern
Empire, learned of this, he chose as emperor hisclRa Anthemius and sent
him to Rome. Upon his arrival he sent against tlai#his son-in-law Ricimer,
who was an excellent man and almost the only origaip at that time fit to



command the army. In the very first engagementdrggered and destroyed
the host of the Alani, together with their king,d8g.

(237) Now Eurich, king of the Visigoths, perceivdte frequent change of
Roman Emperors and strove to hold Gaul by his oight.r The Emperor
Anthemius heard of it and asked the Brittones idr @heir King Riotimus
came with twelve thousand men into the state ofBiteriges by the way of
Ocean, and was received as he disembarked froships. (238) Eurich, king
of the Visigoths, came against them with an innabler army, and after a long
fight he routed Riotimus, king of the Brittonesfdre the Romans could join
him. So when he had lost a great part of his amyfled with all the men he
could gather together, and came to the Burgundamgighboring tribe then
allied to the Romans. But Eurich, king of the Vitigs, seized the Gallic city
of Arverna; for the Emperor Anthemius was now d€289) Engaged in fierce
war with his son-in-law Ricimer, he had worn outni® and was himself
finally slain by his son-in-law and yielded theeub Olybrius.

At that time Aspar, first of the Patricians andaanbus man of the Gothic race
was wounded by the swords of the eunuchs in hexcpadt Constantinople and
died. With him were slain his sons Ardabures antti¢t@lus, the one long a
Patrician, and the other styled a Caesar and stawirof the Emperor Leo.
Now Olybrius died barely eight months after he batered upon his reign, and
Glycerius was made Caesar at Ravenna, rather ypatgn than by election.
Hardly had a year been ended when Nepos, the sive aister of Marcellinus,
once a Patrician, deposed him from his office ardthined him bishop at the
Port of Rome.

(240) When Eurich, as we have already said, bethelde great and various
changes, he seized the city of Arverna, where thrdd general Ecdicius was
at that time in command. He was a senator of n@stwned family and the
son of Avitus, a recent emperor who had usurpeddigm for a few days--for
Avitus held the rule for a few days before Olybriaad then withdrew of his
own accord to Placentia, where he was ordainedopishlis son Ecdicius
strove for a long time with the Visigoths, but haot the power to prevail. So
he left the country and (what was more importané) ¢tity of Arverna to the
enemy and betook himself to safer regions. (241eNthe Emperor Nepos
heard of this, he ordered Ecdicius to leave Gadl @me to him, appointing
Orestes in his stead as Master of the Soldierys Tnestes thereupon received
the army, set out from Rome against the enemy antedo Ravenna. Here he
tarried while he made his son Romulus Augustulupeor. When Nepos
learned of this, he fled to Dalmatia and died thdeprived of his throne, in the



very place where Glycerius, who was formerly empeheld at that time the
bishopric of Salona.

XLVI (242) Now when Augustulus had been appointed Eongdey his father
Orestes in Ravenna, it was not long before Ododaeg, of the Torcilingi,
invaded lItaly, as leader of the Sciri, the Heruld allies of various races. He
put Orestes to death, drove his son Augustulus frarthrone and condemned
him to the punishment of exile in the Castle of Wles in Campania. (243)
Thus the Western Empire of the Roman race, whidawanus Augustus, the
first of the Augusti, began to govern in the selieandred and ninth year from
the founding of the city, perished with this Auguss in the five hundred and
twenty second year from the beginning of the rdlei® predecessors and those
before them, and from this time onward kings of @Geths held Rome and
Italy. Meanwhile Odoacer, king of nations, subdwadditaly and then at the
very outset of his reign slew Count Bracila at Reaethat he might inspire a
fear of himself among the Romans. He strengthersekimgdom and held it for
almost thirteen years, even until the appearanc&hebdoric, of whom we
shall speak hereatfter.

XLVII (244) But first let us return to that order frorhieh we have digressed
and tell how Eurich, king of the Visigoths, behéhé tottering of the Roman
Empire and reduced Arelate and Massilia to his sway. Gaiseric, king of the
Vandals, enticed him by gifts to do these thingsthte end that he himself
might forestall the plots which Leo and Zeno hadtoeed against him.
Therefore he stirred the Ostrogoths to lay wasgeEhstern Empire and the
Visigoths the Western, so that while his foes waatling in both empires, he
might himself reign peacefully in Africa. Eurichnpeived this with gladness
and, as he already held all of Spain and Gaul byohin right, proceeded to
subdue the Burgundians also. In the nineteenth wédnis reign he was
deprived of his life at Arelate, where he then dw@45) He was succeeded by
his own son Alaric, the ninth in succession from thmous Alaric the Great to
receive the kingdom of the Visigoths. For eventdmppened to the line of the
Augusti, as we have stated above, so too it appedtee line of the Alarici,
that kingdoms often come to an end in kings wha beasame name as those
at the beginning. Meanwhile let us leave this stthjand weave together the
whole story of the origin of the Goths, as we preeqi

(The Divided Goths: Ostrogoths)

XLVIII (246) Since | have followed the stories of my atoes and retold to
the best of my ability the tale of the period whmath tribes, Ostrogoths and
Visigoths, were united, and then clearly treatethefVisigoths apart from the



Ostrogoths, | must now return to those ancientt$agtabodes and set forth in
like manner the ancestry and deeds of the Ostregdthappears that at the
death of their king, Hermanaric, they were madeepasate people by the
departure of the Visigoths, and remained in theuntry subject to the sway of
the Huns; yet Vinitharius of the Amali retained thesignia of his rule. (247)
He rivalled the valor of his grandfather Vultuuddthough he had not the good
fortune of Hermanaric. But disliking to remain undlee rule of the Huns, he
withdrew a little from them and strove to show bmurage by moving his
forces against the country of the Antes. When texlaéd them, he was beaten
in the first encounter. Thereafter he did valiardlyd, as a terrible example,
crucified their king, named Boz, together with &ms and seventy nobles, and
left their bodies hanging there to double the tdahose who had surrendered.
(248) When he had ruled with such license for lyameyear, Balamber, king of
the Huns, would no longer endure it, but sent fesi@und, son of Hunimund
the Great. Now Gesimund, together with a great pathe Goths, remained
under the rule of the Huns, being mindful of highoaf fidelity. Balamber
renewed his alliance with him and led his army gpi@ast Vinitharius. After a
long contest, Vinitharius prevailed in the firstdam the second conflict, nor
can any say how great a slaughter he made of the air the Huns. (249) But
in the third battle, when they met each other ueetgaly at the river named
Erac, Balamber shot an arrow and wounded Vinitisainuthe head, so that he
died. Then Balamber took to himself in marriage &fadrca, the grand-
daughter of Vinitharius, and finally ruled all tipeople of the Goths as his
peaceful subjects, but in such a way that one afléneir own number always
held the power over the Gothic race, though suligettte Huns.

(250) And later, after the death of Vinitharius,rttaund ruled them, the son of
Hermanaric, a mighty king of yore; a man fierceviar and of famous personal
beauty, who afterwards fought successfully agdimstrace of the Suavi. And
when he died, his son Thorismud succeeded hinhgrwéery bloom of youth. In

the second year of his rule he moved an army aigdiersGepidae and won a
great victory over them, but is said to have beileck by falling from his

horse. (251) When he was dead, the Ostrogoths mddon him so deeply that
for forty years no other king succeeded in his @laand during all this time
they had ever on their lips the tale of his memddgw as time went on,
Valamir grew to man's estate. He was the son ofriSimud's cousin

Vandalarius. For his son Beremud, as we have saidrdy at last grew to
despise the race of the Ostrogoths because ofvreoadship of the Huns, and
so had followed the tribe of the Visigoths to thestern country, and it was
from him Veteric was descended. Veteric also hadmaEutharic, who married
Amalasuentha, the daughter of Theodoric, thus nmitigain the stock of the



Amali which had divided long ago. Eutharic begah@aric and Mathesuentha.
But since Athalaric died in the years of his boythoblathesuentha was taken
to Constantinople by her second husband, namelyn&uars, a cousin of the
Emperor Justinian, and bore a posthumous son, veemamed Germanus.

(252) But that the order we have taken for ourdnystnay run its due course,
we must return to the stock of Vandalarius, which forth three branches.
This Vandalarius, the son of a brother of Hermanamd cousin of the

aforesaid Thorismud, vaunted himself among the chdke Amali because he
had begotten three sons, Valamir, Thiudimer andnved. Of these Valamir

ascended the throne after his parents, though thes lds yet held the power
over the Goths in general as among other natid&3) (It was pleasant to
behold the concord of these three brothers; foathmirable Thiudimer served
as a soldier for the empire of his brother Valamirgd Valamir bade honors be
given him, while Vidimer was eager to serve thenthbdhus regarding one
another with common affection, not one was whoklypved of the kingdom

which two of them held in mutual peace. Yet, asdfeen been said, they ruled
in such a way that they respected the dominion tifaA king or the Huns.

Indeed they could not have refused to fight agahnst kinsmen the Visigoths,
and they must even have committed parricide at tbeill's command. There
was no way whereby any Scythian tribe could havenberested from the

power of the Huns, save by the death of Attila,-eaent the Romans and all
other nations desired. Now his death was as basis & was marvellous.

XLIX (254) Shortly before he died, as the historiasdeis relates, he took in
marriage a very beautiful girl named lldico, afteuntless other wives, as was
the custom of his race. He had given himself upexgessive joy at his
wedding, and as he lay on his back, heavy with vand sleep, a rush of
superfluous blood, which would ordinarily have fledv from his nose,
streamed in deadly course down his throat anddkilien, since it was hindered
in the usual passages. Thus did drunkenness pisgeadeful end to a king
renowned in war. On the following day, when a gt of the morning was
spent, the royal attendants suspected some illaitet,a great uproar, broke in
the doors. There they found the death of Attilaoagglished by an effusion of
blood, without any wound, and the girl with dowrickece weeping beneath
her veil. (255) Then, as is the custom of that rédoey plucked out the hair of
their heads and made their faces hideous with degmds, that the renowned
warrior might be mourned, not by effeminate waiingnd tears, but by the
blood of men. Moreover a wondrous thing took placeconnection with
Attila's death. For in a dream some god stood aefsitie of Marcian, Emperor
of the East, while he was disquieted about hicéidoe, and showed him the



bow of Attila broken in that same night, as if twimate that the race of Huns
owed much to that weapon. This account the histdPiascus says he accepts
upon truthful evidence. For so terrible was Atthaught to be to great empires
that the gods announced his death to rulers asaaspoon.

(256) We shall not omit to say a few words aboetiany ways in which his
shade was honored by his race. His body was piacte@ midst of a plain and
lay in state in a silken tent as a sight for mewsiiration. The best horsemen
of the entire tribe of the Huns rode around inlescafter the manner of circus
games, in the place to which he had been broughtt@d of his deeds in a
funeral dirge in the following manner: (257) "Thhief of the Huns, King
Attila, born of his sire Mundiuch, lord of bravdsibes, sole possessor of the
Scythian and German realms--powers unknown befmaptdured cities and
terrified both empires of the Roman world and, a&seel by their prayers, took
annual tribute to save the rest from plunder. Ateénvhe had accomplished all
this by the favor of fortune, he fell, not by wouridthe foe, nor by treachery of
friends, but in the midst of his nation at peacapgy in his joy and without
sense of pain. Who can rate this as death, whee beheves it calls for
vengeance?" (258) When they had mourned him witth damentations,
astrava, as they call it, was celebrated over his tomihgiteat revelling. They
gave way in turn to the extremes of feeling andpldiged funereal grief
alternating with joy. Then in the secrecy of nighey buried his body in the
earth. They bound his coffins, the first with galde second with silver and the
third with the strength of iron, showing by suchame that these three things
suited the mightiest of kings; iron because he sabldhe nations, gold and
silver because he received the honors of both e@spifrhey also added the
arms of foemen won in the fight, trappings of raverth, sparkling with
various gems, and ornaments of all sorts wherelmggly state is maintained.
And that so great riches might be kept from humarmosity, they slew those
appointed to the work--a dreadful pay for theirdgband thus sudden death
was the lot of those who buried him as well asiof Who was buried.

L (259) After they had fulfilled these rites, a cesttfor the highest place arose
among Attila's successors,--for the minds of youngn are wont to be
inflamed by ambition for power,--and in their rashgerness to rule they all
alike destroyed his empire. Thus kingdoms are oft&nghed down by a
superfluity rather than by a lack of successorg. the sons of Attila, who
through the license of his lust formed almost apte®f themselves, were
clamoring that the nations should be divided amtmgm equally and that
warlike kings with their peoples should be appomio to them by lot like a
family estate. (260) When Ardaric, king of the Gigm, learned this, he



became enraged because so many nations were bembedt like slaves of the
basest condition, and was the first to rise agdinstsons of Attila. Good
fortune attended him, and he effaced the disgrasemitude that rested upon
him. For by his revolt he freed not only his owibés but all the others who
were equally oppressed; since all readily strivetfiat which is sought for the
general advantage. They took up arms against thieudgon that menaced all
and joined battle with the Huns in Pannonia, nedver called Nedao. (261)
There an encounter took place between the variatisns Attila had held
under his sway. Kingdoms with their peoples wendddid, and out of one
body were made many members not responding to anconmmpulse. Being
deprived of their head, they madly strove agaiasheother. They never found
their equals ranged against them without harmingh eather by wounds
mutually given. And so the bravest nations toreneves to pieces. For then,
| think, must have occurred a most remarkable sgéxtwhere one might see
the Goths fighting with pikes, the Gepidae raginghwhe sword, the Rugi
breaking off the spears in their own wounds, thavb@ighting on foot, the
Huns with bows, the Alani drawing up a battle-lioeheavy-armed and the
Heruli of light-armed watrriors.

(262) Finally, after many bitter conflicts, victorfgll unexpectedly to the
Gepidae. For the sword and conspiracy of Ardaristrdged almost thirty
thousand men, Huns as well as those of the otliemsavho brought them aid.
In this battle fell Ellac, the elder son of Attilwhom his father is said to have
loved so much more than all the rest that he predienim to any child or even
to all the children of his kingdom. But fortune waset in accord with his
father's wish. For after slaying many of the fa@ppears that he met his death
so bravely that, if his father had lived, he wobkve rejoiced at his glorious
end. (263) When Ellac was slain, his remaining g were put to flight near
the shore of the Sea of Pontus, where we havdlsai@oths first settled. Thus
did the Huns give way, a race to which men thougbkt whole world must
yield. So baneful a thing is division, that theyomnsed to inspire terror when
their strength was united, were overthrown sepbraléne cause of Ardaric,
king of the Gepidae, was fortunate for the variausions who were
unwillingly subject to the rule of the Huns, forraised their long downcast
spirits to the glad hope of freedom. Many sent awadors to the Roman
territory, where they were most graciously receisgdarcian, who was then
emperor, and took the abodes allotted them to dwe(R64) But the Gepidae
by their own might won for themselves the territofythe Huns and ruled as
victors over the extent of all Dacia, demandinghr@d Roman Empire nothing
more than peace and an annual gift as a pleddeeofftiendly alliance. This



the Emperor freely granted at the time, and to tlag that race receives its
customary gifts from the Roman Emperor.

Now when the Goths saw the Gepidae defending En#elves the territory of
the Huns and the people of the Huns dwelling agaitheir ancient abodes,
they preferred to ask for lands from the Roman Eepather than invade the
lands of others with danger to themselves. So thegived Pannonia, which
stretches in a long plain, being bounded on thé @as)pper Moesia, on the
south by Dalmatia, on the west by Noricum and anrtbrth by the Danube.
This land is adorned with many cities, the firsindfich is Sirmium and the last
Vindobona. (265) But the Sauromatae, whom we calimrfatians, and the
Cemandri and certain of the Huns dwelt in Castratislaa city given them in
the region of lllyricum. Of this race was Blivil@uke of Pentapolis, and his
brother Froila and also Bessa, a Patrician in iowe.t The Sciri, moreover, and
the Sadagarii and certain of the Alani with thesader, Candac by name,
received Scythia Minor and Lower Moesia. (266) &atie father of my father
Alanoviiamuth (that is to say, my grandfather), 8asretary to this Candac as
long as he lived. To his sister's son Gunthigiso @alled Baza, the Master of
the Soldiery, who was the son of Andag the sonmdela, who was descended
from the stock of the Amali, | also, Jordanes,@lijh an unlearned man before
my conversion, was secretary. The Rugi, howevet,same other races asked
that they might inhabit Bizye and Arcadiopolis. Haec, the younger son of
Attila, with his followers, chose a home in the maosstant part of Lesser
Scythia. Emnetzur and Ultzindur, kinsmen of hisnw@escus and Utus and
Almus in Dacia on the bank of the Danube, and mahyhe Huns, then
swarming everywhere, betook themselves into Romamd from them the
Sacromontisi and the Fossatisii of this day are tabe descended.

L1 (267) There were other Goths also, called the dressgreat people whose
priest and primate was Vulfila, who is said to héaeght them to write. And
to-day they are in Moesia, inhabiting the Nicomulitregion as far as the base
of Mount Haemus. They are a numerous people, butged unwarlike, rich in
nothing save flocks of various kinds and pastuneiafor cattle and forests for
wood. Their country is not fruitful in wheat anchet sorts of grain. Certain of
them do not know that vineyards exist elsewherd,thay buy their wine from
neighboring countries. But most of them drink milk.

LIl (268) Let us now return to the tribe with which w&rted, namely the
Ostrogoths, who were dwelling in Pannonia undeir tkieg Valamir and his

brothers Thiudimer and Vidimer. Although their temes were separate, yet
their plans were one. For Valamir dwelt between rilrers Scarniunga and
Aqua Nigra, Thiudimer near Lake Pelso and Vidimetween them both. Now



it happened that the sons of Attila, regarding@uths as deserters from their
rule, came against them as though they were sedkigijjve slaves, and
attacked Valamir alone, when his brothers knew ingthof it. (269) He
sustained their attack, though he had but few su@s) and after harassing
them a long time, so utterly overwhelmed them Haatrcely any portion of the
enemy remained. The remnant turned in flight anghsbthe parts of Scythia
which border on the stream of the river Danapelclwithe Huns call in their
own tongue the Var. Thereupon he sent a messeriggooal tidings to his
brother Thiudimer, and on the very day the messeagered he found even
greater joy in the house of Thiudimer. For on tiiay his son Theodoric was
born, of a concubine Erelieva indeed, and yet @ dfigood hope.

(270) Now after no great time King Valamir and bi®thers Thiudimer and
Vidimer sent an embassy to the Emperor Marcianalee the usual gifts
which they received like a New Year's present fitbien Emperor, to preserve
the compact of peace, were slow in arriving. Aneytfound that Theodoric,
son of Triarius, a man of Gothic blood also, butrbof another stock, not of
the Amali, was in great favor, together with hisldaers. He was allied in
friendship with the Romans and obtained an annumlinty, while they
themselves were merely held in disdain. (271) Tatetieey were aroused to
frenzy and took up arms. They roved through altfestvhole of Illlyricum and
laid it waste in their search for spoil. Then thederor quickly changed his
mind and returned to his former state of friendshkip sent an embassy to give
them the past gifts, as well as those now due flamtidermore promised to give
these gifts in future without any dispute. From aths the Romans received
as a hostage of peace Theodoric, the young chilthnfdimer, whom we have
mentioned above. He had now attained the age ehsgrars and was entering
upon his eighth. While his father hesitated abawuing him up, his uncle
Valamir besought him to do it, hoping that peacevben the Romans and the
Goths might thus be assured. Therefore Theodorg giseen as a hostage by
the Goths and brought to the city of Constantindpl¢he Emperor Leo and,
being a goodly child, deservedly gained the impéanor.

LIl (272) Now after firm peace was established betwgeths and Romans,
the Goths found that the possessions they hadvest&iom the Emperor were
not sufficient for them. Furthermore, they were exaip display their wonted
valor, and so began to plunder the neighboringsraoand about them, first
attacking the Sadagis who held the interior of Barm When Dintzic, king of
the Huns, a son of Attila, learned this, he gatthéoe him the few who still
seemed to have remained under his sway, namely,Uttenzures, and
Angisciri, the Bittugures and the Bardores. ComingBassiana, a city of



Pannonia, he beleaguered it and began to plunsléeriitory. (273) Then the
Goths at once abandoned the expedition they hauh@thagainst the Sadagis,
turned upon the Huns and drove them so ingloriofrsiy their own land that
those who remained have been in dread of the afth® &oths from that time
down to the present day.

When the tribe of the Huns was at last subduedé&y3oths, Hunimund, chief
of the Suavi, who was crossing over to plunder Rl carried off some
cattle of the Goths which were straying over thard; for Dalmatia was near
Suavia and not far distant from the territory ohRania, especially that part
where the Goths were then staying. (274) So theiwuimund was returning
with the Suavi to his own country, after he hada$tated Dalmatia, Thiudimer
the brother of Valamir, king of the Goths, kept gabn their line of march.
Not that he grieved so much over the loss of hidegdbut he feared that if the
Suavi obtained this plunder with impunity, they Wbyproceed to greater
license. So in the dead of night, while they wesleep, he made an unexpected
attack upon them, near Lake Pelso. Here he so etetplrushed them that he
took captive and sent into slavery under the Getler Hunimund, their king,
and all of his army who had escaped the sword.agdie was a great lover of
mercy, he granted pardon after taking vengeanceébaname reconciled to the
Suavi. He adopted as his son the same man whonadh¢aken captive, and
sent him back with his followers into Suavia. (27B¥t Hunimund was
unmindful of his adopted father's kindness. Afiams time he brought forth a
plot he had contrived and aroused the tribe ofStie, who then dwelt above
the Danube and abode peaceably with the Gothshé&&ciri broke off their
alliance with them, took up arms, joined themseteedunimund and went out
to attack the race of the Goths. Thus war came upenGoths who were
expecting no evil, because they relied upon bottheir neighbors as friends.
Constrained by necessity they took up arms andgedcethemselves and their
injuries by recourse to battle. (276) In this mtds King Valamir rode on his
horse before the line to encourage his men, theehaas wounded and fell,
overthrowing its rider. Valamir was quickly piercbyg his enemies' spears and
slain. Thereupon the Goths proceeded to exact aeogefor the death of their
king, as well as for the injury done them by thbels. They fought in such
wise that there remained of all the race of thei®Scily a few who bore the
name, and they with disgrace. Thus were all desttoy

LIV (277) The kings [of the Suavi], Hunimund and Alariearing the
destruction that had come upon the Sciri, next made upon the Goths,
relying upon the aid of the Sarmatians, who hadedonthem as auxiliaries
with their kings Beuca and Babai. They summonedldsé remnants of the



Sciri, with Edica and Hunuulf, their chieftainsjrtking they would fight the
more desperately to avenge themselves. They hathednside the Gepidae
also, as well as no small reénforcements from #oe 1of the Rugi and from
others gathered here and there. Thus they broogkther a great host at the
river Bolia in Pannonia and encamped there. (278 N\vhen Valamir was
dead, the Goths fled to Thiudimer, his brother.hgligh he had long ruled
along with his brothers, yet he took the insigriidis increased authority and
summoned his younger brother Vidimer and shareld hirn the cares of war,
resorting to arms under compulsion. A battle wagyfd and the party of the
Goths was found to be so much the stronger thgpltie was drenched in the
blood of their fallen foes and looked like a crimsea. Weapons and corpses,
piled up like hills, covered the plain for more nhizn miles. (279) When the
Goths saw this, they rejoiced with joy unspeakablecause by this great
slaughter of their foes they had avenged the b&dddalamir their king and the
injury done themselves. But those of the innumeralold motley throng of the
foe who were able to escape, though they got amewgrtheless came to their
own land with difficulty and without glory.

LV (280) After a certain time, when the wintry coldasvat hand, the river
Danube was frozen over as usual. For a river hiefteezes so hard that it will
support like a solid rock an army of foot-soldiersd wagons and carts and
whatsoever vehicles there may be,--nor is therel mdéeskiffs and boats. So
when Thiudimer, king of the Goths, saw that it vimzen, he led his army
across the Danube and appeared unexpectedly touthg from the rear. Now

this country of the Suavi has on the east the Baipon the west the Franks,
on the south the Burgundians and on the north theifigians. (281) With the

Suavi there were present the Alamanni, then traifexlerates, who also ruled
the Alpine heights, whence several streams flow the Danube, pouring in
with a great rushing sound. Into a place thusffediKing Thiudimer led his

army in the winter-time and conquered, plunderadi@most subdued the race
of the Suavi as well as the Alamanni, who were mlljubanded together.

Thence he returned as victor to his own home innBala and joyfully

received his son Theodoric, once given as hostag&hstantinople and now
sent back by the Emperor Leo with great gifts. §2B®w Theodoric had

reached man's estate, for he was eighteen yeageofind his boyhood was
ended. So he summoned certain of his father's edtseand took to himself
from the people his friends and retainers,--alrsosthousand men. With these
he crossed the Danube, without his father's knayde@nd marched against
Babai, king of the Sarmatians, who had just woricikowy over Camundus, a
general of the Romans, and was ruling with insofenmde. Theodoric came
upon him and slew him, and taking as booty hisedaand treasure, returned



victorious to his father. Next he invaded the @fySingidunum, which the
Sarmatians themselves had seized, and did notnrétdo the Romans, but
reduced it to his own sway.

LVI (283) Then as the spoil taken from one and anatiheéhe neighboring
tribes diminished, the Goths began to lack food@athing, and peace became
distasteful to men for whom war had long furnishieel necessaries of life. So
all the Goths approached their king Thiudimer amidh great outcry, begged
him to lead forth his army in whatsoever directibe might wish. He
summoned his brother and, after casting lots, laaego into the country of
Italy, where at this time Glycerius ruled as empesaying that he himself as
the mightier would go to the east against a mighaepire. And so it
happened. (284) Thereupon Vidimer entered the ddutidly, but soon paid the
last debt of fate and departed from earthly affa@gaving his son and namesake
Vidimer to succeed him. The Emperor Glycerius bastb gifts upon Vidimer
and persuaded him to go from lItaly to Gaul, whichkswhen harassed on all
sides by various races, saying that their own kersrthe Visigoths, there ruled
a neighboring kingdom. And what more? Vidimer atedpthe gifts and,
obeying the command of the Emperor Glycerius, gesm to Gaul. Joining
with his kinsmen the Visigoths, they again formeae dody, as they had been
long ago. Thus they held Gaul and Spain by thein oght and so defended
them that no other race won the mastery there.

(285) But Thiudimer, the elder brother, crossedritier Savus with his men,
threatening the Sarmatians and their soldiers wihif any should resist him.
From fear of this they kept quiet; moreover theyeveowerless in the face of
SO great a host. Thiudimer, seeing prosperity evieeye awaiting him, invaded
Naissus, the first city of lllyricum. He was joinég his son Theodoric and the
Counts Astat and Invilia, and sent them to Ulpidna way of Castrum

Herculis. (286) Upon their arrival the town surreretl, as did Stobi later; and
several places of lllyricum, inaccessible to therirat, were thus made easy of
approach. For they first plundered and then ruleddht of war Heraclea and
Larissa, cities of Thessaly. But Thiudimer the kipgrceiving his own good
fortune and that of his son, was not content whik &lone, but set forth from
the city of Naissus, leaving only a few men behasda guard. He himself
advanced to Thessalonica, where Hilarianus theiciRatr appointed by the
Emperor, was stationed with his army. (287) Whenarinus beheld

Thessalonica surrounded by an entrenchment andhsdvine could not resist
attack, he sent an embassy to Thiudimer the kirdg @nthe offer of gifts

turned him aside from destroying the city. Then R@man general entered
upon a truce with the Goths and of his own accaumlded over to them those



places they inhabited, namely Cyrrhus, Pella, BEusppMethone, Pydna,
Beroea, and another which is called Dium. (288)}l&0oGoths and their king
laid aside their arms, consented to peace and l@eqamt. Soon after these
events, King Thiudimer was seized with a mortalais in the city of Cyrrhus.
He called the Goths to himself, appointed Theodbig son as heir of his
kingdom and presently departed this life.

LVII (289) When the Emperor Zeno heard that Theod@ttbeen appointed
king over his own people, he received the news pi¢fasure and invited him
to come and visit him in the city, appointing arca@s$ of honor. Receiving

Theodoric with all due respect, he placed him amiegprinces of his palace.
After some time Zeno increased his dignity by aohgphim as his son-at-arms
and gave him a triumph in the city at his expefi$eodoric was made Consul
Ordinary also, which is well known to be the supeegood and highest honor
in the world. Nor was this all, for Zeno set up dyef the royal palace an
equestrian statue to the glory of this great man.

(290) Now while Theodoric was in alliance by treatiyh the Empire of Zeno
and was himself enjoying every comfort in the city heard that his tribe,
dwelling as we have said in lllyricum, was not gither satisfied or content.
So he chose rather to seek a living by his owntexes, after the manner
customary to his race, rather than to enjoy theathges of the Roman Empire
In luxurious ease while his tribe lived in want.téf pondering these matters,
he said to the Emperor: "Though | lack nothing envég your Empire, yet if
Your Piety deem it worthy, be pleased to hear thgird of my heart." (291)
And when as usual he had been granted permissigpdak freely, he said:
"The western country, long ago governed by the aoilgour ancestors and
predecessors, and that city which was the headnastless of the world,--
wherefore is it now shaken by the tyranny of thecilimgi and the Rugi? Send
me there with my race. Thus if you but say the weal may be freed from
the burden of expense here, and, if by the Lorelig hshall conquer, the fame
of Your Piety shall be glorious there. For it istbe that |, your servant and
your son, should rule that kingdom, receiving itagift from you if | conquer,
than that one whom you do not recognize shouldesspyour Senate with his
tyrannical yoke and a part of the republic withvely. For if | prevail, | shall
retain it as your grant and gift; if | am conquer¥dur Piety will lose nothing--
nay, as | have said, it will save the expense | eotail." (292) Although the
Emperor was grieved that he should go, yet whelmelaed this he granted what
Theodoric asked, for he was unwilling to cause kammrow. He sent him forth
enriched by great gifts and commended to his chidng&enate and the Roman
People.



Therefore Theodoric departed from the royal citg arturned to his own
people. In company with the whole tribe of the Gottvho gave him their
unanimous consent, he set out for Hesperia. He inesttaight march through
Sirmium to the places bordering on Pannonia andarazng into the territory
of Venetia as far as the bridge of the Sontiusaemped there. (293) When he
had halted there for some time to rest the bodidgssomen and pack-animals,
Odoacer sent an armed force against him, whichdteomthe plains of Verona
and destroyed with great slaughter. Then he brakgcand advanced through
Italy with greater boldness. Crossing the river Re,pitched camp near the
royal city of Ravenna, about the third milestonenirthe city in the place
called Pineta. When Odoacer saw this, he fortifiezdself within the city. He
frequently harassed the army of the Goths at nggilying forth stealthily with
his men, and this not once or twice, but often; #ms he struggled for almost
three whole years. (294) But he labored in vaim, db Italy at last called
Theodoric its lord and the Empire obeyed his naat Bdoacer, with his few
adherents and the Romans who were present, sufteiy from war and
famine in Ravenna. Since he accomplished nothiegsdnt an embassy and
begged for mercy. (295) Theodoric first grantednitl afterwards deprived him
of his life.

It was in the third year after his entrance intalyit as we have said, that
Theodoric, by advice of the Emperor Zeno, laid adide garb of a private
citizen and the dress of his race and assumedtancesvith a royal mantle, as
he had now become the ruler over both Goths andaRentHe sent an embassy
to Lodoin, king of the Franks, and asked for hisugtder Audefleda in
marriage. (296) Lodoin freely and gladly gave fard also his sons Celdebert
and Heldebert and Thiudebert, believing that by #&liiance a league would be
formed and that they would be associated with #oe 1of the Goths. But that
union was of no avail for peace and harmony, feytiought fiercely with each
other again and again for the lands of the Gothsnbver did the Goths yield
to the Franks while Theodoric lived.

LVIII (297) Now before he had a child from Audefleda,eddoric had

children of a concubine, daughters begotten in dg@se named Thiudigoto
and another Ostrogotho. Soon after he came tq halygave them in marriage
to neighboring kings, one to Alaric, king of thes\joths, and the other to
Sigismund, king of the Burgundians. (298) Now Addoegat Amalaric. While
his grandfather Theodoric cared for and protectedt-For he had lost both
parents in the years of childhood--he found thahé&iic, the son of Veteric,
grandchild of Beremud and Thorismud, and a descenofathe race of the
Amali, was living in Spain, a young man strong iisdom and valor and health



of body. Theodoric sent for him and gave him hisglder Amalasuentha in
marriage. (299) And that he might extend his famagymuch as possible, he
sent his sister Amalafrida (the mother of Theodakdw was afterwards king)
to Africa as wife of Thrasamund, king of the Vargjahnd her daughter
Amalaberga, who was his own niece, he united wighntinefred, king of the

Thuringians.

(300) Now he sent his Count Pitza, chosen from arthe chief men of his
kingdom, to hold the city of Sirmium. He got posses of it by driving out its
king Thrasaric, son of Thraustila, and keepingrh@her captive. Thence he
came with two thousand infantry and five hundredsamen to aid Mundo
against Sabinian, Master of the Soldiery of lllyne, who at that time had
made ready to fight with Mundo near the city nariMatrgoplanum, which lies
between the Danube and Margus rivers, and destrtnyedrmy of lllyricum.
(301) For this Mundo, who traced his descent framAttilani of old, had put
to flight the tribe of the Gepidae and was roanbegond the Danube in waste
places where no man tilled the soil. He had gathareund him many outlaws
and ruffians and robbers from all sides and hadesea tower called Herta,
situated on the bank of the Danube. There he pheddeis neighbors in wild
license and made himself king over his vagabonasv Ritza came upon him
when he was nearly reduced to desperation and \weadg thinking of
surrender. So he rescued him from the hands ofnabiand made him a
grateful subject of his king Theodoric.

(302) Theodoric won an equally great victory oviee t~ranks through his
Count Ibba in Gaul, when more than thirty thousrahks were slain in battle.
Moreover, after the death of his son-in-law Alaritheodoric appointed

Thiudis, his armor-bearer, guardian of his granddmmalaric in Spain. But

Amalaric was ensnared by the plots of the Frankearly youth and lost at
once his kingdom and his life. Then his guardiaiudis, advancing from the
same kingdom, assailed the Franks and deliveredSpgamiards from their

disgraceful treachery. So long as he lived he kiegtVisigoths united. (303)
After him Thiudigisclus obtained the kingdom andljirg but a short time, met
his death at the hands of his own followers. He siasceeded by Agil, who
holds the kingdom to the present day. Athanagiklfedelled against him and
Is even now provoking the might of the Roman EmpBe Liberius the

Patrician is on the way with an army to oppose Iiow there was not a tribe
in the west that did not serve Theodoric while ikied, either in friendship or

by conquest.

LI1X (304) When he had reached old age and knew thahtwld soon depart
this life, he called together the Gothic counts a&hckeftains of his race and



appointed Athalaric as king. He was a boy scaroeyéars old, the son of his
daughter Amalasuentha, and he had lost his fath#raEc. As though uttering

his last will and testament Theodoric adjured aoohrmanded them to honor
their king, to love the Senate and Roman Peoplag@mntbke sure of the peace
and good will of the Emperor of the East, as néer&od.

(305) They kept this command fully so long as Adhnil their king and his
mother lived, and ruled in peace for almost eigtdrg. But as the Franks put
no confidence in the rule of a child and furtherenbeld him in contempt, and
were also plotting war, he gave back to them thum#s of Gaul which his
father and grandfather had seized. He possess#tkaibst in peace and quiet.
Therefore when Athalaric was approaching the ageasthood, he entrusted to
the Emperor of the East both his own youth androsher's widowhood. But
in a short time the ill-fated boy was carried off &n untimely death and
departed from earthly affairs. (306) His motheréebshe might be despised by
the Goths on account of the weakness of her sexaftéo much thought she
decided, for the sake of relationship, to summondogisin Theodahad from
Tuscany, where he led a retired life at home, &od she established him on
the throne. But he was unmindful of their kinshidaafter a little time, had
her taken from the palace at Ravenna to an islamlkdeoBulsinian lake where
he kept her in exile. After spending a very few gllyere in sorrow, she was
strangled in the bath by his hirelings.

L X (307) When Justinian, the Emperor of the Eastich#as, he was aroused
as if he had suffered personal injury in the dedithis wards. Now at that time
he had won a triumph over the Vandals in Africaptigh his most faithful
Patrician Belisarius. Without delay he sent hisyaumder this leader against
the Goths at the very time when his arms were ippithg with the blood of
the Vandals. (308) This sagacious general beliésedould not overcome the
Gothic nation, unless he should first seize Sicillggir nursing-mother.
Accordingly he did so. As soon as he entered Trinathe Goths, who were
besieging the town of Syracuse, found that theyewaot succeeding and
surrendered of their own accord to Belisarius, whigir leader Sinderith. When
the Roman general reached Sicily, Theodahad saugEvermud, his son-in-
law, and sent him with an army to guard the stwalich lies between
Campania and Sicily and sweeps from a bend of gweh&nian Sea into the
vast tide of the Adriatic. (309) When Evermud agdy he pitched his camp by
the town of Rhegium. He soon saw that his side tiwasveaker. Coming over
with a few close and faithful followers to the sidkethe victor and willingly
casting himself at the feet of Belisarius, he deditb serve the rulers of the
Roman Empire. When the army of the Goths percethes] they distrusted



Theodahad and clamored for his expulsion from theydom and for the
appointment as king of their leader Vitiges, whal leeen his armor bearer.
(310) This was done; and presently Vitiges waserhi® the office of king on
the Barbarian Plains. He entered Rome and senb &avenna the men most
faithful to him to demand the death of Theodahddkeylcame and executed his
command. After King Theodahad was slain, a messesagae from the king--
for he was already king in the Barbarian Plainsptoclaim Vitiges to the
people.

(311) Meanwhile the Roman army crossed the stnagt mnarched toward
Campania. They took Naples and pressed on to Reme&.a few days before
they arrived, King Vitiges had set forth from Ronagrived at Ravenna and
married Mathesuentha, the daughter of Amalasueatitagrand-daughter of
Theodoric, the former king. While he was celebgtins new marriage and
holding court at Ravenna, the imperial army advdricem Rome and attacked
the strongholds in both parts of Tuscany. Wheng¥ilearned of this through
messengers, he sent a force under Hunila, a leddére Goths, to Perusia
which was beleaguered by them. (312) While theyevesrdeavoring by a long
siege to dislodge Count Magnus, who was holdingothee with a small force,
the Roman army came upon them, and they themseleresdriven away and
utterly exterminated. When Vitiges heard the newesraged like a lion and
assembled all the host of the Goths. He advan@ed Ravenna and harassed
the walls of Rome with a long siege. But after feen months his courage was
broken and he raised the siege of the city of Ranteprepared to overwhelm
Ariminum. (313) Here he was baffled in like mana&d put to flight; and so
he retreated to Ravenna. When besieged there, h&lygqand willingly
surrendered himself to the victorious side, togettigh his wife Mathesuentha
and the royal treasure.

And thus a famous kingdom and most valiant racechvhad long held sway,
was at last overcome in almost its two thousand thirtieth year by that

conquerer of many nations, the Emperor Justinimmgugh his most faithful

consul Belisarius. He gave Vitiges the title of rR@&n and took him to

Constantinople, where he dwelt for more than twargebound by ties of
affection to the Emperor, and then departed tlies [[314) But his consort
Mathesuentha was bestowed by the Emperor uponatieiBn Germanus, his
cousin. And of them was born a son (also called@aus) after the death of
his father Germanus. This union of the race ofAhgii with the stock of the

Amali gives hopeful promise, under the Lord's favorboth peoples.



(Conclusion)

(315) And now we have recited the origin of the I@3ptthe noble line of the

Amali and the deeds of brave men. This glorious rgielded to a more

glorious prince and surrendered to a more valieader, whose fame shall be
silenced by no ages or cycles of years; for thdoximus and triumphant

Emperor Justinian and his consul Belisarius shallnemed and known as
Vandalicus, Africanus and Geticus.

(316) Thou who readest this, know that | have fe#ld the writings of my ancestors, and
have culled a few flowers from their broad meadawsveave a chaplet for him who
cares to know these things. Let no one believetthtite advantage of the race of which |
have spoken--though indeed | trace my own descent it--1 have added aught besides
what | have read or learned by inquiry. Even thhaue not included all that is written or
told about them, nor spoken so much to their prass® the glory of him who conquered
them.



