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EVIDENCE OF
MACEDONIA IN THE
OTTOMAN PERIOD

The establishment of Ottoman Turkish rule, whiabktplace at the end of the
14th century, had two main consequences of a tastature for Macedonia and
its population. The first consequence was thathan following five hundred
years, up to the end of Ottoman Turkish rule in21Ghere occurred as never
hitherto nor thereafter an interruption in econgmititural and general
communications over the entire territory. The navhéhat particular territory,
Macedonia, was never questioned in the courseeohtimerous administrative
or territorial changes which took place in the seuof Ottoman Turkish rule.
One of the strong proofs and indications of this wee "Sketch of the Territory
of Macedonia" (resm-i memleket- Makedonya) publisloa page 277 of the
well-known work of the equally well-known Turkishskorian, geographer and
travel-writer of the mid-17th century, Hadzi Kalfdustafa or Katib Celebija.
The Venetian captain Gio Mario Delj Angiolelo, aptise of the Turks,
traveling overland from the south towards Saloniwegte in his diary: "8th
August 1470. The Sultan halted and put up for ightron the other side of the
gorge in a small plain forming the Macedonian bordeéOn 10th August,
setting out from Platamon, the Sultan halted artdupufor the night in a place
called Kitros, in the gulf of the same name. Hb&ieré were many saltpans and
not far away a large river called the Vardar whildws through Macedonia
and into the Gulf of Thessaloniki...". In a telagraf 7th April 1903 from the
Grand Viziers's Office is written: "Information omgrning the Sultan's
command that in all addresses to and announcenremtsnnection with the
Rumeli vilayets (the Vilayets of Skopje, Bitola arichessaloniki): from
henceforth the local names are to be used and modarcumstances the name
Macedonia". This was a reaction to the persistemphasis on the name of
Macedonia on the part of the Macedonian Revolutip@xganization and also
by the European press and diplomatic representatatethe time when the



decision about an uprising was taken. The secomdecuence was that the
entire population which had been taken was puhédubjugated position of
captives, with a serious threat that in the cowkdime it would lose its
identity. Up to the close of the 18th century rigligs persuasion was the basic
yardstick by which the Ottoman Turkish authoriteassified the population
(the rayah) in the state. Thus all the official eses carried out in the course
of the 15th and 16th centuries, and to a certatengxn the 18th century,
described the population of Macedonia exclusivedy the "non-believing
population” (i.e. the Christian population), the $iam population and the
Jewish population. Such treatment contributed ¢peat extent to the process
of leveling or at least reducing ethnic differencparticularly between the
related Slav peoples - which does not, however,nnikat those differences
disappeared altogether. In this period too thereewsstances of the presence
of a Macedonian national sentiment. In his accowftbis travels the 15th
century travel-writer Bertradon de la Broquier esit "And there are .... many
Christians who perforce serve the Turk, such asekde Bulgarians,
Macedonians, Albanians, Esclavoni, Razici, Serbiarend Vlachs... And
Angiolelo, whom we have already mentioned, sayMofAthos that: "...it is
very high, and here are to be found many monastefi€hristian monks, of
whom some are Greeks, others Macedonians, Vlachewaen lItalians, as well
other nations, who live the lives of saints". Désaill the pressures on the part
of the alien-faithed and foreign-born authoriti®gcedonia in this period too,
when it was a deep province of Ottoman Turkey viwes dcene of efforts to
shake off its bondage. Here particular mention khbe made of the spiritual
leaders of the Archbishopric of Ohrid who approakchiee courts of Europe
with requests for assistance in taking action ajdimeir captors. Athanasius,
the Archbishop of Ohrid at the close of the 16thl &@ginning of the 17th
centuries, was outstanding in this respect. Thghtesf the freedom-seeking
action of the Macedonian people in this pre-revohdry period was the
Karposh Uprising of 1689. The situation in Maced@othiroughout the period of
Ottoman Turkish feudal rule is well portrayed iretwords of the French
Consul in Salonica at the close of the 18th centeejix de Beaujour: "If one
regards Macedonia from the point of view of itsunat advantages, one comes
to the conclusion that there exists no land in Rerahere the people have
more prospects of prosperity. But if it is viewedm the aspect of its political
forms, one comes to the conclusion that all thefartisnes of the barbarian
administration have been assembled here in ordparalyze one of the most
beautiful regions of the world in all its richnesmsd variety of products.



