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The numerous national problems in Eastern Europaghavere left unresolved
by the peace settlements ending the First World &ddrwhich contributed so
much to the instability in the area during the int@ar years, have attracted the
attention of scholars in the West. They have besatdd in regional surveys, in
national histories and, in a few cases, in fulllseaonographic studies.

Some of these problems have been investigated tmoreughly and are better
appreciated than others. However, none has beem megtected and more
misunderstood in the West than the Macedonian matiguestion in all three
parts of divided Macedonia: Vardar Macedonia in dslgvia, Pirin Macedonia
in Bulgaria, and above all Aegean Macedonia in Gegetdeed, the
Macedonians in Greece are hardly ever mentionsdholarly literature. They
have been virtually forgotten as a people andrestianal minority.

The Balkan Wars (1912-13) and particularly therhatded or Second Balkan
War marked the high point in the long struggleNtacedonia on the part of the
neighbouring kingdoms - Bulgaria, Greece, Serlaiad a turning point in the
history of Macedonia and the Macedonians. As atresthat war the

territorial integrity of Macedonia, which comprisadatural economic and, in
the main, an ethno-cultural unity, was violatedtfa first time since the era of



the warring dynastic states in the medieval BalkMecedonia was partitioned
by force of arms in a war between the claimants Bulgaria, on the one

hand, and allied Greece and Serbia, on the otlns.partition was sanctioned
by the Peace Treaty of Bucharest of 10 August 1848 ,confirmed, with some
minor modifications at the expense of Bulgariathoy peace treaties ending the
First World War. [1]

Greece acquired the largest Macedonian territoegean Macedonia. Even
though this territory acquisition did not necedgasatisfy its maximal
pretensions in Macedonia, official Athens claimasidid Belgrade, that
Macedonia and the Macedonian problem had ceaseddb For the ruling
elite in Greece Aegean Macedonian became simpheor Greece and its
Slavic-speaking Macedonians were proclaimed Gregkat best, 'slavophone
Greeks.

Once the new rulers had consolidated their contret the respective parts of
Macedonia, they initiated policies which aimed &stloy all signs of
Macedonian nationalism, patriotism or particularigrhis was to be
accomplished through forced deportations, and #eecaoluntary exchanges
of populations, colonization, social and econonscigimination, and forced
denationalization and assimilation through thel tovaitrol of the educational
systems and of cultural and intellectual life aghale. [2] These policies were
pursued systematically and with great determindipGreece. [3]

Statistics on the ethnic composition of Macedomdear Turkish rule, the area
consisting roughly of the Vilayets of Salonica, Mstir (Bitola) and Kosovo,
are notoriously unreliable and confusing; its Staypeaking population, the
Macedonians, were claimed by the Bulgarians, GraakisSerbians. [4]
Nevertheless, with the exception of the Greek su[8], all others are in
general agreement that the Macedonians, the Speakers, constituted the
majority of the population before the partitionl®13. [6] And, as L. S.
Stavrianos has rightly emphasized: "These Macedsrtiad a dialect and
certain cultural characteristics which justify thieeing classified as a distinct
South Slav group.” [7]

All statistics, expect the Greek ones, are alsgeimeral agreement that these
Macedonians represented the largest single groupeoterritory of Aegean
Macedonia before 1913. The figures range from 3298 45.3 per cent to
382,084 or 68.9 per cent of the non-Turkish poputatand from 399,369 or
31.3 per cent to 370,371 or 35.2 per cent of tted pwpulation of the area of
approximately 1,052,227 inhabitants. [8]



The number of Macedonians in Aegean Macedonia begdeacline both in
absolute terms and as a percentage of the totalaiam during the Balkan
wars and particularly after the First World War eTTreaty of Neuilly with
Bulgaria provided for the so-called voluntary exutpa of Greek and Bulgarian
minorities. According to the best available estesaB6,582 Macedonians were
compelled to emigrate to Bulgaria in the years fad#t3 to 1928. [9] More
importantly still, as a result of the compulsorgkange of Greek and Turkish
or rather Christian and Muslim minorities requitgdthe Treaty of Lausanne,
which ended the Greek-Turkish war (1919-22), 400,00rks, including
49,000 Muslim Macedonians, were forced to leaveeGeeand 1,300,000
Greeks and other Christians were expelled from ABreor. [10] In the years
up to 1928 the Greek government settled 565,148aske refugees as well as
53,000 colonists from other parts of Greece in Aegdacedonia. [11] Thus,
as a result of the removal of 127,384 Macedoniadstlae conscious and
planned settlement of 618,199 refugees, the Gree&rgment transformed the
ethnographic structure of Aegean Macedonia in #reogd between 1913 and
1928.

However, the available statistical figures of tamaining Macedonian
population in Aegean Macedonia after 1928 are éa®nreliable and

verifiable than for the period before 1913. Theadi Greek census of 1928
sought to present Greece as an ethnically homogserstate and minimized the
numbers of all minorities. This was especially thse with the Macedonians,
who were not even recognized as a national mindfi] They were classified
as 'slavophone’ Greeks and the census claimethtratwere only 81,984 of
them in Greece, [13] a figure that is far too loWwan compared to all the non-
Greek pre-1913 statistics on the size of the Slap&aking population of
Aegean Macedonia. S. Kiselinovski, a Macedoniatohien who has carried
out a critical evaluation of the various availastatistics for the pre-First
World War period, the migration movements of thed®9and the official
Greek census of 1928, came up with a more crediderealistic figure. He
estimated the regions of Kastoria (Kostur), FloKiberin), and Edesa (Voden),
which were not greatly affected by the populatibiits and, unlike eastern and
central Aegean Macedonia, preserved their Macedastiaracter. [15]

In any event, as a result of the various migratoyements in the immediate
post-First World War period, the remaining Mace@onpopulation in Aegean
Macedonia found itself a minority in its own larahd an unrecognized and
oppressed minority at that. It was overwhelmingisat and scattered in small,
mainly mountainous towns and villages. There waknger any large
Macedonian urban centre there; and, since virtuhaéyentire Exarchist



(Bulgarian) educated intelligentsia and most Maogo activists had been

forced to leave and seek refuge in Bulgaria, kéacan elite of its own. The
number of well-educated Macedonians remained sanallitheir education in
Greek tended to estrange them from their Slavitsrand cultural traditions.
[16]

This minority bore the brunt of the Greek stat&tedmination and conscious
policies of forced denationalization and assinmiatiThe latter employed
everything under its control and at its dispogake-military, the church, the
schools, the press, cultural institutions and $msgsports organizations, etc. -
to further the cause of hellenization. It went aods to 'Greekocize' the
personal names and surnames; and if it was noigh®$s 'Greekocize' them,
they were replaced by Greek names and surnamgseddatlaw was passed
and published in the official government newspagach ordered the
replacement by Greek names of all the Slavic nasheties, villages, rivers,
mountains, etc. Indeed, Athens made a concerted &fferadicate once and
for all any reminders of the centuries-old Slaviegence in Aegean Macedonia
by erasing the Slavic inscriptions in churches egreteries. This campaign
reached its most tragic dimensions in the secoticbhthe 1930's, during the
dictatorship of General Metaxas, when use of theddanian language was
prohibited even in the privacy of the home to agbeevho knew Greek
scarcely or not at all, and in fact could not comroate properly in any other
language but their own. [17]

The ruling elite in Greece and all its bourgeoigipa denied the existence of
the Macedonian people or nationality and suppdtiegolicies of forced
assimilation. Only the Communist Party of GreecB@}, in accord with the
official line of the Comintern, took up the causel®e Macedonians. As was
the case with the other Balkan Communist partietheaoutset it emphasized
the existence of a Macedonian political consciossraad nation, and by the
late 1920's it embraced the existing reality arittiafly recognized the
Macedonians in all three parts of divided Maced@sia distinct Slav nation
with its own language, history, culture, territ@myd interests. [18]

Rizospastis, the organ of the Central Committetb®iCPG, the only official
organ of a Balkan Communist party to be legallylighied through most of the
inter-war years, was, until 1936, the sole impdrfarblication in Greece to
recognize the Macedonians and to come to theindefdn addition to its
ideological condemnation of the bourgeois regimeAthens, it also
consistently attacked their policy of national agg®ion, discrimination and
forced assimilation against the Macedonians. [18¢&tlonians, on the other
hand, accepted Rizospastis as their sole spokedrhain.many letters and



other communications to this newspaper were freiyppand affectionately
addressed to 'Dear Rizo', 'our only defender’, {28y were sometimes written
in Macedonian, 'the only language we know', thogine Greek script; [21]
and they were mostly signed 'a Macedonian' ordagof Macedonians from'
with the name of the village or town. Macedoniassdithe pages of
Rizospastis as their mouthpiece, the only availptadorm from which to
declare their Macedonian national identity andemend their national rights.

We find, for instance, the writer of a letter frahe village of Eksi-Su, signed
'many Macedonian-fighters', stating: 'We must dedlaudly to the Greek
rulers that we are neither Greeks, nor Bulgariaos Serbs, but pure
Macedonians. We have behind us a history, a pasiith struggles until we
free ourselves.' [22] But the aims of the Macedasia Greece are perhaps
even better reflected in a lengthy communicatiagmed G. Slavos on behalf of
an IMRO (Un.) [23] group in Edesa (Voden). They tero

"We Macedonians here, held a conference whe re one of our
comrades spoke to us about the programme of the IMRO (Un.)
and about how the minorities live in the So viet Union. He
told us that the Macedonians in Bulgaria an d Serbia are
fighting under the leadership of the Commun ist parties for a
united and independent Macedonia.

We declare that we will fight for our freed om under the
leadership of the Communist Party of Greece and [we] demand
that our schools have instruction in the Ma cedonian
language.

We also insist on not being called Bulgaria ns, for we are
neither Bulgarians, nor Serbs, nor Greeks, but Macedonians.
We invite all Macedonians to join the ranks of the IMRO
(Un.), and all of us together will fight fo r afree

Macedonia. [24]

It is not at all surprising, therefore, that in €ce, as in Bulgaria and
Yugoslavia, conscious Macedonians, both Commuarstisbourgeois
nationalists, joined in large numbers the Commdieidtresistance movement -
in the Greek case, the EAM-ELAS (Etniko Apolefthéto Metopo-Elinikos
Laikos Apoleftherotikos Statos [National Liberatibront - Greek Popular
Liberation Army]). But long before the war cameato end serious differences
had developed between the leadership of the resestand spokesmen for the
Macedonians within the movement. Meanwhile, begigwith the Battle of
Athens in December 1944, the British-supported Iistygeaction against the
left was also directed against the Macedoniandfzetcassured the continued
co-operation of Macedonian nationalism with Greeikmunism in the
turbulent aftermath of the Second World War in Geg¢hrough the Civil War.
The Truman Doctrine, the American intervention, #drelfinal defeat of the



Communist side in that bloody conflict in 1949 catepresented a crushing
blow for the national aspirations of the MacedosiamAegean, that is, Greek
Macedonia. [25]

The document given verbatim below entitled 'Reparthe Free Macedonian
Movement in Area Florina 1944', was written by Gapt°. H. Evans on 1
December 1944. It was forwarded to London by thedBrEmbassy in Athens
on 12 December, reaching the Foreign Office on 86dinber. [26]

Patrick Hutchinson Evans [27] was born on 1 Decertibé3 in Reading,
Berkshire. He was educated at Leighton Park Schiedding, and at St John's
College, Cambridge, where he studied Modern Langsidge left Cambridge
in 1936 and for eighteeth months served as a tatarBritish family on the
Greek island of Corfu. After his return to Britdne worked as a freelance
journalist.

In August 1940, he was called up for military seevin the Fiftieth Royal Tank
Regiment and was commissioned on 30 January 1%&dk a course at the
Matlock Military Intelligence School, was recommexdor a Special
Operations Executive (SOE), which he joined on 18/M943, and was posted
to Cairo on 19 May. After receiving para-militanydaparachute training in
July and August, on 16 September 1943 he as drappetiVestern
Macedonia, as a British Liaison Officer (BLO). [28ter he became a station
commander in the Florina area, where he remaingdQetober 1944. After
that he was posted to Athens, where he wrote m®iRReand on 21 December
1944 he returned to Cairo.

As a result of his studies at Cambridge, his prgémhstay on the island of
Corfu, as well as his training for the SOE, Captanans must have been well
acquainted with Greece, the Greek people and teekdanguage. It would
also be safe to assume, and he seems to imply@&simuis Report, that he
knew nothing about the Macedonians; and like aiigpmers who had been
'hoodwinked' by official Greek propaganda, expettefind only Greeks in
Greece.

Thus he came in contact with the Macedonian wortdaut any prior
knowledge or preconceived notions about the MadadsnMoreover, and this
Is of critical importance, Captain Evans's exposarglacedonia, and the
Macedonians differed greatly from that of the rdigdomat, or other foreigner



who had ventured into the area before the outboéabkstilities. The latter
were normally welcomed and received by the logadesentatives of the state,
and were invariably accompanied by interpretersleyao by the state. The
aim was to supervise the foreigner's contacts thgHocal population, who in
any case distrusted and feared outsiders, andp@gs upon him the official
point of view. [29]

Captain Evans was parachuted into western Aegeaeddaia in the midst of
the war. Thus, there were no agents of the oldravdéing to welcome him, to
influence his views or to oversee his movementscamdacts with the
Macedonians. During this prolonged stay in the Aeehved and moved freely
among the Macedonians, 'who accepted and trustadHis ‘companion’, a
‘personal servant and guide’, for a time was "d@ad§0], a produce of the
region as colourful as the region itself, who, Esramote, 'had learned
Macedonian from his mother, Greek from his fatiAdipanian from his travels
in search of work before the war, and [who] wadack by ancestry but a
Greek by proclivity, though he was on easy ternth @il local Macedonians.'

Consequently, as Captain Evans emphasized, 'alihnation in this report was
obtained at first hand, during the period Marchctaber 1944.' The
descriptions, observations and opinions that hegmts are his own and they
were derived and shaped by his own uncontrolle@mepces in Macedonia
and among the Macedonians.

All these considerations make Captain Evans's tegpoinvaluable source for
the study of the Macedonians in Greece, and, indeethe Macedonians as a
whole, since conditions in Vardar and Pirin Maceadat the time were not all
that different. It debunks many of the old mythd amsconceptions about the
Macedonians which had been fabricated in the dapfahe partitioning states
and were readily accepted in the West. This didgeainnoticed by officers of
the Foreign Office, who were traditionally Greekigf and identified with

and defended the interests of the Greek statefeeddy the various regimes
in Athens.

In a covering letter, the Chancery at the Britishibiassy in Athens described it
as 'an interesting report'. 'The chief impressiwemgby the report is of the
unexpectedly solid Slav-Macedonian character oftlea .."; it represents the
Macedonian population as ‘'much more homogeneouteasdnterlaced with
refugees or other Greeks, and ... likely to be ic@mably larger than was
indicated by Greek official figures'. In conclusjahe Chancery drew the
attention of the Foreign Office to the author'sroléhat 'a free and fair
plebiscite would in all probability go against Geeé [31] H. K. Thompson of



the Southern Department of the Foreign Office aldted it 'an extremely
interesting document' and noted:

If it is accurate, it looks as though those Macedo-Slavs are
a much less negligible minority than has hi therto been
suspected; it would also affirm that the Gr eek attitude
towards them, which had seemed to be one of rather passive
neglect, had actually been considerably har sher. [32]

Clearly, Captain Evans's report discredits thetaatyi and artificially low
official Greek figures for the Macedonian populatia Greece. Furthermore, it
shows conclusively that the determined effortshenpart of the Greek state
and official society during the previous three aixsaforcibly to denationalize
and assimilate the Macedonians had failed. The NMtauans remained
Macedonians and the Macedonians language remdngelhhguage of the
home, ... of the fields, the village street andrtiegket'. For the most part Slav
place names were still used, while the Greek @aresmerely a bit of varnish
put on by Metaxas'; 'Greek is regarded as almémtesgn language and the
Greeks are distrusted as something alien, eveut,iimthe full sense of the
word, as foreigners ...". 'The region is "Slav'riayure and NOT "Greek™.

Considering the fact that British officialdom waaditionally favourable to the
Greek standpoint, even more striking are Captasng¢ observations on the
national consciousness and patriotism of the Madeds, the existence of
which had been denied by the partitioning statessslviews were embraced
by many so-called experts in the West. He showtsvitiaout the benefit of a
national intelligentsia, of any national institutg) of any sort of legal national
work, and against overwhelming odds, this oppredaegely peasant
population had retained a clearly defined Macedoidantity. 'The inhabitants
just as they are not Greeks, are not Bulgariarfgedns or Croats. They are
Macedonians', wrote Captain Evans. Their Macedasnafis not artificial; it is
natural, a spontaneous and deep seated feelingp Wwhgins in childhood, like
everyone's patriotism'. However, their Macedoniamsciousness extended
beyond this finely developed local patriotism.dpmes to a free and united
Macedonia, 'regardless of present frontier-lindsctvare looked upon [by
them] as usurpation'. The fact that 'an indepeniiiaciedonian state does not
exist today' was due to a lack of Macedonian p@gng 'it is merely one of the
mistakes or lapses of history, as it were ..." tevf@aptain Evans. 'If a plebiscite
were freely and fairly held, it is more than likehan not that free Macedonia
would result.’



Finally, it should be noted that the report alsows fresh light on many other
contemporary aspects of the Macedonian questi@reece: on the
antagonism between Greeks and Macedonians; oretjigible Bulgarian
influence; on the leftism of the Macedonians; omdpportunism of the CPG
on the Macedonian question; and on the growingtigeeand influence among
the Macedonians in Greece of Marshal Tito and #régan movement across
the border in Vardar Macedonia.

the Macedonians in Greece during the Second Wodd Wdiscredits the
Greek claims and misconceptions about them. Maggbitantly, it destroys the
official Greek denials of the existence of Macedmisiin Greece; and
contradicts their refusal to admit the existenca dfacedonian identity, people
and nation.
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Ref map: GREECE 1/100,000, Sheets, D. IV and D.V.
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MACEDONIAN minorities of BULGARIA, YUGOSLAV IA and ALBANIA.

1. AREA UNDER REVIEW



All information in this report was obtained at fiteand, during the period
March - October, 1944. During that time | lived sessively at VAPSORI
[BABCOR] [33] 5256, [34] on VITSI [VIC] 5754, ne&®HASERI
[DROBITISTA] 3268 (i.e. on the WEST bank of LITTUERESPA LAKE); at
KORIFI [TURJE] 5061 and finally in FLORINA [LERIN$068. During part of
September and the whole of October there was atabioin at BOUFI [BUF]
5173. Besides these places | have visited or paksaagh a large number of
villages in the general area EAST side of FLORINLERIN] plain -
GREEK/YUGOSLAV frontier - PRESPA - KASTORIA [KOSTURI640 -
AMYNTAION [SOROVIC] 8257. | never went more tharfew yards into
YUGOSLAVIA or ALBANIA, nor was | at any time SOTHfdhe road
KASTORIA - AMYNTAION.

My knowledge is consequently fairly intimate asdarit goes, but | must stress
that it does not go further than the area abovieel@f| have never been, for
instance, to EASTERN MACEDONIA or THRACE, and soai¢he
generalisations | have drawn from experience iromg area may not be
applicable elsewhere.

2. THE SLAV-MACEDONIAN POPULATIONS

The one salient fact about the area in questigeng rarely grasped.
Englishmen, even those who know GREECE, fail tggiabecause few of
them ever go so far NORTH. GREEKS fail to gradprittwo reasons. First,
they do not want to. It is to their advantage thelve that all places which are
marked 'GREECE' on the map are, or ought to be,E¥RE sympathy and in
every other way; GREEK by nature as it were; theydt wish to realize that
many of the inhabitants of MACEDONIA-in-GREECE halenost as good
reasons for considering themselves MACEDONIANShay themselves have
for considering themselves GREEK. It is a slighdecaf wishful thinking, a
sort of hoodwinking which is an inseparable parthef Great Idea. [35] The
second reason is that, or so at least | am tottbessive GREEK Governments
since the liberation of Slavophone GREECE fromTth&RKS have been,
despite their various political complexions, alikeone thing, that they have
carefully fostered this delusion, as if to give tfmpression both to their own
people and to the world that there was no SLAV migpon GREECE at all;
whereas, if a foreigner who did not know GREECEentervisit the FLORINA
region and from that to form his idea of the couais a whole, he could
conclude that it was the GREEKS who were the mipoitiis predominantly a
SLAV region not a GREEK one. The language of thea&oand usually also of
the fields, the village street, the market, is MATGENIAN, a SLAV language.



(Not knowing any SLAV languages myself | cannot ceamt much on it, but it
seems to be closer to BULGARIAN than to SERBO-CRORATS however,
corrupt and debased, without a literature or adfiglammar, and with a large
number of borrowings from TURKISH, GREEK, ALBANIABINd VLACH,
and even a few from ROMANY. But in any case it SlaAV tongue. POLES,
for instance, get along with it quite easily, thbugt as easily as they do with
SERBO-CROAT, which is purer and more fixed.) Mamytee women,
particularly the old women, many of the old men aedrly all the children
born about 1939 or later have NO GREEK. Even thdse know GREEK
prefer to speak MACEDONIAN when they can. A strangho says '‘Good
Morning' in GREEK will get the same reply, but & Bays it in

MACEDONIAN he will get a flood of welcoming phrasesaddition. The
place names as given on the map are GREEK; KALLIAHERIGNON,
DHROSOPYI and so on, but the names which are mas#y, though the map
prints them in small type and in brackets, if tale ROUDARI, OSTINA,
BELKAMENI - all SLAV names. The GREEK ones are nigra bit of varnish
put on by METAXAS (but are, however, universallydenstood). GREEK is
regarded as almost a foreign language and the GREE& distrusted as
something alien, even if not, in the full sensé¢hef word, as foreigners. This
obvious fact, almost too obvious to be stated, ttatregion is SLAV by nature
and not GREEK cannot be overemphasized!! It ig aftehe start of the whole
problem, and it is only by bearing it in mind tlaasatisfactory solution may be
reached, instead of some botched-up remedy whiltimwite trouble later.

It is also important to emphasise that the inhakstgust as they are not
GREEKS, are also not BULARIANS or SERBS or CROATSey are
MACEDONIANS. Here | cannot dogmatise, as | do nob\w the history and
particularly the ethnology of the MACEDONIANS. TREREEKS always call
them BULGARS and damn them accordingly, excepEiaM/ELAS, who for
once in a way have shown some wisdom and wholezdkt people 'SLAV-
MACEDONIANS'. If they were BULGARS, how is it thathile they spread
over part of four countries, one of which is BULGKHRthey consider
themselves a single entity and for the most pastmlee themselves as
'MACEDONIANS'? Those, moreover, who do claim toBlLGARS are
proved in every case | have been able to verifyawe been under the direct
influence of BULGARIAN propaganda (during the wimat spread by
KALTCHEF and GELEF from KASTORIA and FLORINA). The
MACEDONIAN notion as well might, it is true, be sething artificial, a result
of propaganda. But it does not seem so. It apgear® correct to consider the
MACEDONIANS an entity, even though a loose one,chias for a long time
been subjected to partition.



The MACEDONIANS are actuated by strong but mixeglifeys of patriotism.
In GREECE this seems to be of three kinds, useakxisting in the same
person. There is a certain loyalty to the GREEK&S@nd a thriving and at
times fervent local patriotism; and a feeling, her@dssess because rarely
uttered before strangers, and because it fluctwateghe turn of events and of
propaganda, for MACEDONIA as such, regardless e$@nt frontier-lines,
which are looked upon as usurpation. The loyalt$ REECE broke down to
some extent when the GREEK State broke down, am8tH.GAR
propaganda and coercion organisation started wgikand, and the
MACEDONIAN Partisans of TITO did a fair amount afogelytising on the
guiet; and it was unprofitable anyway, except ilages permanently
garrisoned by Andartes, [36] to display GREEK sythjgs. Moreover, when
the country was over-run by the enemy, the anti-Blépression exercised by
METAXAS began to rebound in the form of indignatiagainst the GREEKS.
But a fair degree of loyalty did once exist, eveder METAXAS. That is
quite clear from the way in which the regimentsrirthe SLAV areas fought in
the ALBANIAN WAR, when they distinguished themsedvaot only be their
fighting spirit but also by their endurance of gaie and cold, in which they
surpassed most other units; and it does not sesnthigly contained a higher
proportion of traitors, in relation to the sizetbé respective minorities, than
say the VLACH element in the GREEK army.

But what is far stronger than the MACEDONIAN's faglfor GREECE is his
local patriotism, not so much his love of countsyod his own bit of country,
his patridha [37] - in this he resembles the padputeof GREECE generally.
When in October 1944, GOTCHI, [38] as Capitanid¥ @nhd virtually
commander of the 2nd Battalion of ELAS 28 Regt, exakered to VERMION
[DURLA], he replied '‘No, we are MACEDONIANS and goiace is here in
MACEDONIA,; that is what we are fighting for.' (VERKIN is ofcourse in
MACEDONIA but it is | believe less SLAV than thegien of VITSI where
GOTCHI's battalion was then stationed and whereduakrecruited it in the first
place; and GOTCHI's patridha is VITSI). He then imied and went to
PRESPA, and later to MONASTIR [BITOLA], his batt@ti with him. The
material for this explosion was evidently a masfeefings which had been
accumulating for some time, among them GOTCHI'sqeal ambition, but the
order in question was about as good a percussipmgaould have been found,
and a great blunder by ELAS 9 Div.

Again, an ELAS Andarte at VAPSORI during the sumnoerbeing ordered to
report back to his unit which was SOUTH of the AKIMON [BISTRICA],
said no, he was a MACEDONIAN and wanted to staylACEDONIA; he did



not want to go to GREECE and if they did send Hieré they would regret it,
because they would find that he would simply tunmd-insolent and be
useless to them.

The same tenacity comes out in MACEDONIAN songgjitronally ones as
well as those which have been made up expressiheipresent war. It is true
that the songs usually mention MACEDONIA and nag particular place in
MACEDONIA, but the feeling which runs through thésra simple and direct
love of country, not an intellectual enthusiasmdgoolitical idea. The feeling
Is the same, whether the song by the universaliyn'Mare more Mare' (the
story of a girl whose young man did not come baoknfthe wars, ending with
his words to her: 'Mare, do not wait for me; germea. | have got married
already - for the black earth, for MACEDONIA'; aimdone version there is the
additional couplet 'FOR MACEDONIA - that we shouldl be free"); or
whether it is the humourous ditty of 'Mare Prilepkdary from PRILEP
whose mother tried to marry her - successivelythtee young men she did not
want - one from PRILEP, one from BITOLA (MONASTIRhd one from
KOSTUR (KASTORIA), and who, in a last and optiostnza gets the lover
of her choice - a stanza which cannot be sungawitig-rooms, however. Or
the song may be a gay little marching tune, coldwihd festive, which says
that 'MACEDONIA's, days of slavery are ended'. figggshrough them all is
the MACEDONIAN's love of the place he lives in.

The MACEDONIAN's feeling for MACEDONIA as a wholas a country, and
a potential state, is dealt with in section 5 af tleport. In passing, it must be
noted that in spite of a number of agitators in GRE, YUGOSLAVIA and
BULGARIA, being and having been active recentlybamalf of an
independent MACEDONIA, this feeling does not seerbé something created
by propaganda in the first place, though propag&adaheightened it.
Macedonian patriotism is not artificial; it is nedly a spontaneous and deep-
rooted feeling which begins in childhood, like eyaare else's patriotism.
Consequently the separatist tendency will go opmray up; it is not a flash in
the pan. It seems to me that it is merely one etistakes or lapses of history,
as it were (and | repeat, | know nothing of MACEDIAN history), that an
independent state does not exist today. The MACERZMIS having been in a
greater degree a subject race than any of theghheurs lost their resilience,
their initiative; they are a backward group; thesrevliberated from the
TURKS but never freed themselves of [sic] theinaas European overlords;
when these were becoming nations and each wagstezing and developing
itself as such the MACEDONIANS were not sufficigrgludacious and unified
to do so too, and now [that] they seem ready toen@agerious bid for



nationhood it is too late. The fact that there haye been an excellent case for
an independent MACEDONIA once does not mean thagtls such a case
now. (See Section 6, below).

A factor which | have not heard mentioned, but WHBREECE could use to
good effect in keeping her SLAV element loyal,hiattelement's peculiar
combination of apathy with penury. The ordinary MAIGONIAN villager as |
have met him is not half as interested in poliisshe is in prosperity. His
interest in politics is more than anything a wislbe left in peace, left alone
(and is therefore a good deal more respectablerttoan political interests). He
Is curiously neutral; he adopts a protective catauand, like the chameleon,
can change it when necessary. | have seen thigheggp Once during June,
when the road VATOKHORI [BREZNICA] 3758 - KASTORI#as still being
used by the GERMANS and | was making one of seyeuaheys on horse-
back by night from DENDROKHORI [D'MBENI] 3549 to VASORI, |

noticed that while the SLAV villages of MAVROKAMPOE&RNOVISTA]

and KRANIONA [DRENOVENI] had not put out any seesj at the GREEK
refugee village of AYIOS ANTONIOS [ZEVENI] | was tiad well before the
first house and was not allowed to proceed uridd proved | was a British
officer, upon which | was warmly welcomed. My compan at that time was
an Andarte who had learnt MACEDONIAN from his math@REEK from his
father, ALBANIAN from his travels in search of wobefore the war, and who
was a VLACH by ancestry but a GREEK by proclivitypugh he was on easy
terms with all local MACEDONIANS. | had chosen hawaliberately for his
being such a mixture, as well as for his knowirg iountains and being good
with horses. He explained that the people of KRANFOand
MAVROKAMPOS had not put out sentries because,pbey of GERMANS
or a comitadji [40] band were to pay them a cakytcould not then be
accused of being hostile or having anything to hiktehe same time, however,
they had no arms and so were not in danger of kmtagked by the Andartes
as a comitadji stronghold.

An old man at KORIFI put this aspect of the MACEDIAN character very
clearly to me. He was a SLAV, yet had been proesiffi] of his own village
VAPSORI during METAXAS's regime. In Consequencenas now out of
favour with EAM and ELAS. He told me: 'You see, ngeve had so many
different masters that now, whoever comes alongsayé(placing his hands
together and smiling pleasantly and making a lite/), 'Kalos orisate!' [42] It
was most eloquent. It is this perfect duplicityttod MACEDONIANS which
makes them difficult to know. It is hard to findtauhat they are thinking. A
third man present at the conversation completethihg by saying: ‘At



bottom, our attitude is really this. We don't mifithe state takes away part of
our produce as tax; five, ten, even 15 per centlduhe state be reasonable;
let it only take a moderate amount, so that | kilo&t what | work for, what |
sweat for, will at the end be mine. If | go outtbe hill this evening and spend
the night making charcoal, what do | get? Onlyva ieachmae, about enough
for a packet of cigarettes. You see, our mountaragoor, and we have so
very little. What we really want is for some richuntry like ENGLAND or
AMERICA to open up MACEDONIA, exploit her for hesliacco and her
untouched minerals. Then everyone would draw hysepary week and there
would be plenty to eat and good clothes to wealrEBBE can't do it; she is too
poor. There was an AMERICAN company which wantedgen mines in
these mountains after the last war, but the GREBKeGment wouldn't let
them.'

His protestations of poverty may have been a lgdaggerated, but not much;
and the general picture his words convey is cominy what | saw in a
number of villages during my 7.5 months in the area

Incidentally, the same man, who had always seemetkta steady fellow and
who had fought as a machine-gunner in the ALBANDMMdr, eventually
joined the battalion of GOTCHI and took part indefection to
YUGOSLAVIA in the name of an independent MACEDONIfhave often
been struck by this ambivalence or more-than-aniea of the SLAVS in
GREECE, their willingness to go in this directiontieat according to the
vagaries of propaganda and the altering presswiaimstances. They are a
set of muddle-headed peasants who perhaps haroly kom one month to
the next what they really want. In the politicahspe, that is; on the practical
side they are clear enough. They all want to be tbkat wheaten bread,
instead of rye or a mixture of rye and maize; d&ytwould like to earn more
and have a little more comfort. Beyond that nothshglear. The confirmed
pro-GREEK or pro-MACEDONIAN or pro-BULGARIAN amontipem is rare.
It is reported that a number of those who revoltetd GOTCHI would like to
return to their homes but do not dare to do soyWmuld be slaughtered by
ELAS and in any case the fanatics in their bangairicular GOTCHI, prevent
them from leaving.

It can be proved by example after example thahenthole the
MACEDONIANS of GREECE are guided, even if unwilllggby whoever
had the whip hand at a given moment; GREEK Govemiereign invader,
or ELAS Andartes as the case may be. Though bergepual underlings they
have come apathetic, but only to a degree, not ieip. When they are
discontented they side with whoever will treat thaetter, or who they think



will treat them better. What they aspire to is s@imuch a nationality of their
own as freedom to speak their own language anddahmolested and enjoy
a better living than before.

Want exacerbates their discontent, plenty redudeshe point at which it
doesn't matter.

(Obviously this presents certain possibilities, fmotremoving the problem set
by the existence of a SLAV minority in GREECE, buteast for diminishing
it. If GREECE can give the MACEDONIANS what theynta freedom of
language and a somewhat better life - they wiltdatent to remain GREEK
citizens. If this happens, and in addition, if GREEIs associated in their
minds with BRITIAN, they will think better of BRI'AN and will be so much
less inclined to look towards RUSSIA. The sharBRITIAN in the task of
rehabilitating GREECE will make this associatioearl)

A few random points must suffice to fill in the ramder of this picture of the
SLAV-MACEDONIANS as | have seen them.

The SLAV-MACEDONIANS fear and distrust BRITIAN ohe whole, though
they have usually shown themselves friendly toigribfficers and OR's in the
mountains during the occupation, once the Britigthi hown themselves
forthcoming and not stand-offish. The reason fag thstrust is that in the
MACEDONIAN peasant's mind BRITIAN is linked withelKing of GREECE
and the King with METAXAS, who made the SLAV langaillegal in
GREECE and fed people on castor oil for speakinguting the occupation
BULGAR propaganda was quick to exploit this andléhe situation.
'‘KALTCHEF and some others came to our village fiGASTORIA and they
gathered all the people together in the squardaddis "The Andartes are
with the British and the British will bring backeltKing and an old GREECE
[i.e. the GREECE of METAXAS]. Therefore you muskeéaarms against the
Andartes".' (From the deposition of a woman captimgthe Andartes in an
attack on PERIKOPI [PREKOPANA] 5950, Apr 44).

THIS DISTRUST OF BRITIAN is in part offset, but naholly by the mixture
of greed, reverence and pleasure which is insjiretany peasants by the
spectacle of a large and rich nation. 'BRITISHak,rBRITIAN will save us',
they say (they would say AMERICA if one was AMERITA and then
proceed to charge one double for the potatoesro# wi eggs ones is buying
from them.



The MACEDONIANS' feelings towards the GREEKS, amkwersa, are at
the moment sour and revengeful. But this is a dibgeneralisation to make.
In FLORINA for instance the two appear to live aatity side by side; no one
molests the common people for speaking MACEDONIAN®e street, and it
Is only in private conversation that the GREEKSfees their animosity. (As
for the MACEDONIANS | do not know, because | do sptak their language,
and if at this time | were to ask them about IGREEK they probably would
not tell me. They are temperamental, distrustfeltures). A characteristic of
MACEDONIA is for this state of apparent amicabilitycontinue for a long
time, and then be interrupted by a brief terrod &amay well be that outbreaks
of this sort will occur frequently during the nepdar or two.

The attitude even of educated GREEKS towards th&/Shinority, not only

in SLAV areas but everywhere, is usually stupidnformed and brutal to a
degree that makes one despair of any understardergoeing created between
the two people. Many GREEKS can give the text efAllantic Charter
verbatim or hold forth copiously if not very acctaig on the Versailles
Conference, who do not know that within their owantiers there is a SLAV-
speaking minority; or, if they have some hazy cagnce of the Macedonian's
existence, condemn them as BULGARS and say 'Thelgtda be killed off, or
sent back to BULGARIA where they came from'. Thekex will not listen at
all, or even listen with a kind of wooden unbeliebne the less dense for their
being unable to reply, to the suggestions thaMA€EDONIANS are not
BULGARS and did not come from BULGARIA, or, if thelyjd come, came so
long ago that it no longer counts anyway.

Atrocities on both sides have been fairly commothalast three years. In the
victorious Andarte attack on POLYKERASOS [CERESNIGA448 during
August about 300 prisoners were taken. The ELASncander gave orders
that they were not to be shot but must be killetthwhe knife. This was done.
When 80 comitadjis with 50 GERMANS entered DHENDR@BRI in June
and killed several Andartes and civilians, one Atelavounded and captured
by the comitadjis was put to death on the spot asttaxe. (This Andarte had
been trained in demolition by me and was at timad: tinder my command.)
And so on. | could give several more examples,lamals not particularly
‘collecting' atrocities. GREEKS often declaim agathe barbarity of the
'BULGARS' but in fact it is six of one and half az#n of the other. Some
GREEKS will admit this and then go on declaiming.

Needless to say, these atrocities have only emduxkian already bitter
situation. One atrocity begets another.



It is a question how much of this hatred betweentivo races can be avoided.
Maybe there is an irreducible minimum, a blind amsity springing from
something strange, something antithetical, whigy #utomatically sense in
one another. But it is certain that a good dedhefoad feeling is purely the
creation of propaganda, particularly where propdgdras been used to
aggravate the bitterness aroused by repressionE&RENd SLAVS can live
comfortably together. This is the view of Colon@VYKARIS, now 'General’

of ELAS of the Reserve Division of KASTORIA, a retdl officer of the
GREEK army who has had a successful career in gplieing a SLAV-
MACEDONIAN by birth, and who knows Slavophone GRHEEG=ry well.

GREEKS often adduce, as proof that the minoritylyesen fairly treated, the
fact that they were once given the alternativeeofiaining in GREECE and
behaving themselves, or of removing to BULGARIAtBiseems to me that
this is rather like the question: 'Have you giv@rbeating your wife? Answer
YES or NO!" The MACEDONIANS in GREECE are almoseak and in some
cases feel themselves altogether so. But to a MAQRIAN family their own
bit of mountain, their own little patch of stonylttvation, is home, something
the family has lived in for generations. So th& @overnment's order
amounted to telling them that they must either dbartheir home, or else stay
on as aliens. This dilemma stands still; it isha hature of the situation. There
Is probably no satisfactory solution, but a wisd tolerant attitude on the part
of successive GREEK Government's to come, combin#dan absolute
insistence on loyalty to GREECE, would afford agadde MODUS VIVENDI
which would go far for making life run smoothly MMACEDONIA, though it
would not ensure it.

If one lives surrounded by the struggle betweerGREEKS and
MACEDONIANS, as | did for more than seven monthbatvstrikes one more
than anything is what a sordid affair it all isidta matter of ruthless lang
grabbing. There is a peculiar kind of sordidnesi&kwis possessed by all
nationalist struggles and this one possesseghettull. Moreover, it is a fight
between peasants, for the most part mountain peaddountains produce men
who are tough and hardy and who, when they figlihgir passions are
engaged, fight with fury, and underneath the skialmost every peasant,
whatever his good qualities, lies somewhere cordealimurderous materialist.
And under the pressure of certain circumstanceshiterialist pops out of his
skin and stands forth in all his naked unpleasastne

Doubtless this physchological background has samgtio do with the low
savagery with which the struggle is waged.



An incident which sheds some light on the MACEDONIAroblem in
GREECE is one which appeared in summer 43. An eldlgman called
KARAGEORGIOU was living in ARGOS ORESTIKON [RUPISTAe was
the head of a much respected family in that distaicd in the old days under
the TURKS had been Chairman of the 'GREEK Commiitiaech provided a
focus for local GREEK unity against both TURKS amanitadjis. one of his
sons, Captain (then Lieutenant) IRAKLIS KARAGEORGICfought
brilliantly as a Coy Commander in 1941 and was ded three times. In 1943
old Mr KARAGEORGIOU was thrown into prison in ARGQfy the
comitadjis, who were very active at that time imadsing the GREEKS. A
young comitadji entered his cell, began to beatdunth ended by killing him,
some say by smashing his head against a wall,obyebashing it in with the
heel of his boot. Not very long afterwards CaptéhkRAGEORGIOU arrived
in the area by parachute as a member of ForceridB8eard of his father's
death. On arriving at the village which at thatdinontained the HQ of Force
133 in Western MACEDONIA, he was surprised to $eemurderer walking
about the streets, a free man. It appeared thaa¢heome over to ELAS and
enrolled himself as a member of the Community Ravhych ofcourse meant a
free pardon. Captain KARAGEORGIOU told me: 'l haveorn on my father's
grave to kill that man'. | fully expect he will do. He is a Royalist, a
Nationalist, completely intransigent and exceptilyriarave, so that nothing is
likely to stop him. It remains to be seen whetlmans friend of relative of the
comitadji will execute a similar oath.

3. LEFTISM AMONG THE MACEDONIANS

It is just as important in dealing with MACEDONIA avith the rest of
GREECE to distinguish between the genuine out-andioctrinaire
Communist, who is a rare specimen, and the rowgtagawho form the
majority of Left Wing supporters, who representioas shades of Left Wing
thought and sometimes no thought at all, and aseatied, both by themselves
and by others, Communist. Hence my using the caamebarbarism 'Leftists'.

| have heard it said that before the war the MACEIDANS showed a greater
tendency towards Communism than the GREEKS dithidfis so | take the
reasons to be first, SLAV sympathy with RUSSIA,@®&t, a reaction against
repression, third, the natural extremism of the 8ltdmperament which seems
almost habitually to gravitate towards a tyrannobsodoxy.

4. BULGAR INFLUENCE AMONG THE
MACEDONIANS



This has been considerable during the past thraes.y&éhe BULGARS
maintained propaganda offices in FLORINA, KASTORIAd | believe,
VASSILEIAS [ZAGORICANI] 5944. The most active pragandists were
GELEFF and the more notorious KALTCHEF (GREEK baducated in
BULGARIA and a fanatic). Arms were supplied forwamber of villages by the
GERMANS and ITALIANS, whose purpose was to weakeerila resistance
by dividing the population and also to create gpd@®tective ring round
[KASTORIA and a string of garrisons along the rok#|STORIA -
AMYNTAION. This effected a considerable economytroops. Most armed
villages seemed to have contained a few fanatidsadarge number of
indifferent people who would have much rather a&en sides against
anybody. Some villages, e.g. ASPROYIA [SREBRENC§®3were forced by
brutal methods to take arms. Probably the mosBWbGAR village was
VASSILEIAS, which contains a small number of GREEugee families but
is mostly SLAV. Several families there have reletwho emigrated to
BULGARIA and made good, one even becoming a Gemetake

BULGARIAN Army. As far back as 1938, the inhabitanised to boast of their
village as 'Little Sofia'.

Besides arming villages the BULGARS also tried @b [geople to have
themselves registered as BULGARIAN citizens. Anmlan in TRIVOUNON
[TRSJE] 5065 told me that only six families thesesides his own, insisted in
remaining GREEK. [43]

MACEDONIANS as a whole do not seem to be reallyaated to

BULGARIA, and some were actually afraid that shaulddhave treated them
as an inferior minority, as the SERBS and GREEK&aaly do. If the area i am
acquainted with had been genuinely pro-BULGAR{t&! villages in it would
probably be armed, whereas the only ones thab#liel arms were those
situated on the low ground on the fringes of th& MImountain pass. The
mountain area proper was always free of armedgaiathough not of
informers who would betray Andartes and Britishspanel to the GERMANS.
Those of the inhabitants who were not pro-GREEHKat ts to say, the majority
- were either uneasily neutral or else filled vathather vague aspiration
towards a free MACEDONIA run on Left Wing lines.d$) when in May the
Andartes of VAPSORI sent a long-winded letter tDISEROKHORI
[SESTEOVO] telling them to come over to ELAS and Hllies,
SIDHEROKHORI replied: 'If you (ELAS) were real A#ls you would wear a
Red Star on your caps'.

5. MACEDONIAN MOVEMENT NOW (1944)



(a) Personalities (full names are in footnotes [44,

TEMPO: [44] TITO's representative with the MACED
the YUGOSLAYV Partisans. His Headquarters was rep
10 Nov to be at PRILEP.

ABBAS: [45] 'Agitprop’ of the MACEDONIAN Partisa
(Agitprop equals much the same as Capitanios of

Quiet and good mannered; intelligent; educated,

extent | do not know. Gives the impression of be

determined. Said to a British officer last Janua

a Communist; politically | don't know what | am.
MACEDONIA for the MACEDONIANS - MACEDONIAN langu
schools, hospitals, and so on.'

DEYAN: [46] A member of TEMPO's HQ. Was working
Summer of this year in area PRESPA, recruiting P
making propaganda for MACEDONIA. Good mannered,
strong personality; is said by some to have been
(probably correct), by others a journalist.

The above are said to be [in] PRILEP. | have
before now but not TEMPO.

GOTCHI: [47] Said to be in MONASTIR. Some at lea
picketing the frontier. Signs himself 'Commander
KASTORIA and FLORINA'. Is a native of MELAS [STA
(a village with a strong under-current of anti-G

Is a boastful peasant with a reputation as a goo

PERO: [48] A native of GAVROS [GABRES] 4053. Too
GERMANS to fight the Andartes, but declared his
independent MACEDONIA, not a greater BULGARIA. H
still has, considerable influence in villages ne

band was attacked and dispersed by ELAS by about
then fled to PRESPA and was given sanctuary by D
severely reprimanded by TITO for this. PEYO was
Partisans, some say by TITO himself, to ELAS, wh
amnesty to the BATTALION of GOTCHI. When GOTCHI
October, PEYO accompanied and abetted him. PEYO
been a Communist in peace time and to have gone

the advent of METAXAS. Is said to be a great ego
Education: attended FLORINA Gymnasium.

TOURLOUNDZOS: [49] Another petty leader from Sla
native of KYNO NERO [VRBENI[ 7757. At the time o

was in KAIMATSALAN [KAJMAKCALAN] on the SOUTH si
frontier. Has since joined GOTCHI taking a band

with him (strength not known).

These three are men of far smaller stature th
and DEYAN. They are ambitious with some gift for
Their movement is not important (a villagers' re
a symptom.

I have met GOTCHI once (before his defection
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and PEYO never.
(b) Military Forces

GOTCHlI is said to have had 500 armed men at t
revolt, nearly all of whom he took with him. He
collected 500 to 1,000 unarmed civilians from th
way to PRESPA. Some of these he took by force, o
their own free will. Some also joined him from P

| know definitely only of three brigades of M
Partisans under TITO/TEMPO. That was the strengt
July. (A brigade in the YUGOSLAV Organization eq

Thus the strength of the pro-MACEDONIAN force
frontier is 1,700 or more. But | should be surpr
they were not very much more than this. [51]

(c) Relations between Andartes and Partisans

These have usually been good, except for peri
cause by the Partisans' propaganda for a free MA
Partisans are more efficient and aggressive and
Andartes as a sorry crew.

There was a disagreement between ELAS 1st Bat
and 1 and 2 Brigades (MAEDONIAN) of the Partisan
April. The ELAS Commander wanted to attack a com
and asked the Partisans to attack them. ABBAS wa
time and flatly refused. Later he told another o
that he could get all the comitad;ji villages ove
side by political means, had he been allowed to.
me about the same time that the Partisans could
comitadji villages quite freely; they were never
given away.

During this visit of 1 and 2 Brigades to VAPS
a small number of Andartes transferred themselve
Partisans. These were all Slavophone Andartes.

Tito has always adopted a freer policy where
concerned than ELAS has. That is to say, the ALB
TITO's forces use the ALBANIAN flag, the ALBANIA
have ALBANIAN officers; the MACEDONIAN units the
(a gold star on a red background) and so on. ELA
hand, have always officered their MACEDONIAN uni
and this has always made a bad impression on Sla
in ELAS. It has made them feel, as the civilians
the millennium announced by ELAS/EAM, with the S
enjoyed equal privileges and full freedom, is ju
after all; GREECE will go on being their over-lo
excluding them from state posts, from promotion
so on.

(d) The Failure of SNOF

SNOF was the SLAVOPHONE version of EAM; that

he time of his
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(therefore a GREEK organisation) under a SLAV na
its work mainly in the SLAF language. The letter
'SLAV-MACEDONIAN National Anti-Fascist Front' (I
sure about 'Anti-Fascist’). [52] Some time durin
GREEKS were getting anxious about independent MA
propaganda and the directing caucus in the EAM f
lose some of their GREEK adherents on account of
'narodny’ or national) was dropped, and the orga
known as SOF. [53] Today, the word SOF is rarely
EAM is the name used even when the language spok

The purpose of the SNOF disguise (for that wa
EAM in SNOF's clothing) was to draw the SLAV-MAC
into the orbit of EAM. The manoeuvre only half s
certainly did excellent work at the start, openi
had been hostile till then, not only to GREECE b
Allies. It was thanks to SNOF that | was able to
thoroughly a SLAV area as that of VITSI. Little
however, the MACEDONIANS lost confidence in SNOF
- rightly - that the GREEKS were not sincere in
and that in fact the GREEKS were determined to r
that it was just another trick. This did not mea
disappeared; it simply changed its name to SOF a
and today EAM still controls nearly all the vill
won over. But the enthusiasm of the villages has
a somewhat sluggish stirring in the direction of
MACEDONIA has replaced it: perhaps what finally
confidence in EAM was ELAS' conscripting young m
during August; in a SLAV area this naturally mea
SLAVS. At LAIMOS [?] in the PRESPA region two me
beaten up for refusing to be conscripted. So muc
of the SLAVS. [54]

It is noticeable that whenever Partisans orga
i.e. convinced it that it ought to work against
Fascism and made it provide runners, sentries, a
transport service, and so on, or habitually used
EAM had organised, the organisation worked much
[OSCIMA] 4265 was such a place. The villages the
wonderful arrangement for guiding Partisans, And
across the road, which was much used by the GERM
of couriers and sentinels (who just worked in th
their mattocks or spades, and looked innocent en
pass one across in broad daylight, through the v
even though a GERMAN unit was camped only a few
away on the outskirts.

(e) The Role of the GREEK Communist Party

At FLORINA in November it seemed likely, but
absolutely certain, that the COMMUNIST Party the
controls movement as it controls everything else
representatives of GOTCHI to enter the town from

Probably the KKE [55] will pursue a completel
policy. If the MACEDONIAN movement succeeds, KKE
if it looks like failing, KKE will be the first
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emphasise 'the first'.

6. THE FUTURE

There can be no independent MACEDONIA. Even if mgards it, as | do, as
right, in the abstract, that there should be, aaeth concede that practically it
is undesirable.

{[57] Captain Evans developed an unusually clear understanding of

{ the complexities of the Macedonian problem. He w as fully

{ conscious that the dominant impulse among the Ma cedonians was

{in favour of a 'free Macedonia'. Although he con sidered such a

{ solution to be the 'right' one 'in the abstract' , or morally, he did
{ not think it was 'desirable’ on practical ground s. And yet, he could
{ not put forth another, more practical, clear-cut solution, for he
was

{ only too aware of the many grave difficulties th at stood in the way
{ of any other resolution of the Macedonian questi on. Hence, his

{ pessimism about the future, a pessimism which, a s subsequent

{ developments in the Balkans showed, was only too well founded....

A MACEDONIAN rising would be resisted almost viotenby the GREEKS,
who would probably rise in a body from all over GREE to beat it down. In
particular the demand for SALONIKA would rouse tBREEKS to fury. The
result would be an extremely bloody war out of vihmo good would come.

There is also a PAN-SLAV aspect, which is real golbut on which | do not
propose to comment here.

The frontiers of GREECE, at any rate between sayg$HA and
KAIMATSALAN, must remain unaltered. (About the just of GREEK claims
in 'Northern IRIROS' [56] and the southern confine8ULGARIA | knew
nothing.) GREECE is poor enough already; to takayagne of her more
productive territories would make her poorer still.

At the same time GREECE; if she is not to be sdéy@reubled by her
MACEDONIAN minority, and also in the interests ajuety, must treat that
minority well; firmly, yes, but with friendship, whout discrimination. | am not
sanguine of this happening. But it is not impossibl

It is quite likely, but not certain, that the MACEINIANS over the borer -
both TEMPO and GOTCHI - will sooner or later makeaamed bid for
autonomy or independence. About 10 May TEMPO masjgeach on
MONASTIR in which he said they would set up free FIBDONIA which



would include FLORINA and SALONIKA. A British anch@American officer
were present at the speech, and this made an umébetimpression both on the
GREEK minority in MONASTIR and on many inhabitamd=LORINA, who
wondered whether it meant that BRITIAN or AMERICppaioved of
MACEDONIA's demands.

The method advocated by TEMPO is a plebisciteelinsists on this and it is
refused, he will probably resort to an armed risi@g the other hand, if such a
plebiscite were freely and fairly held, it is MOREAN LIKELY than not that
a free MACEDONIA would result.

| do not believe that TEMPO is cooperating with Bemita’ or any other
organ of BULGAR Nationalism; though of course BULRBHKA is interested in
the formation of a separate MACEDONIA. But | do tiwhk he is cooperating
with the MACEDONIAN Letftists of BULGARIA.

The weakness of the present GREEK Government arstbivness in re-
establishing the authority of the State in FLORINA district must of course
be allowing MACEDONIAN feeling to rise more freelyan would otherwise
be the cas, and the danger - for it is a dangekeep on growing. [57]

7. OBTAINING INFORMATION

It is fairly easy to obtain information of MACED ONIAN
developments, provided :-

(a) one knows the country
(b) one is up there and not down here

(c) one sifts all reports, rumours, etc., very care fully
(d) one is on the watch for stool-pigeons among the sources one
employs

It is also helpful, almost essential, to speak M ACEDONIAN. It
encourages people to talk more freely.

This report is much too long. It also contains o pinions as well
as information. But | had sooner or later to allow myself this
luxury if only for the purpose of clarifying my vie ws to myself.
Moreover, it is as well, for the reader's sake, to include them. For
while opinions are derived from experience, from fa cts encountered,
once formed, they influence the selection of facts in the writing of
a report. So that NO report is complete without a b rief account of

the writer's own bias in the matter in hand.

ATHENS (P. H. EVANS),
1 Dec 44 Capt.
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Razvojot i karakteristikite no narodno-osloboditeln
revolucija vo Makedonija, Skopje, 1973, pp. 155-74
Finally, SNOF was re-established, independently
under the flightly modified name of NOF (Naroden os
front), National Liberation Front, as early as Apri
beginning the CPG was against it; but as the outbre

War approached it recognized NOF and, on 21 Novembe

concluded a unification agreement. Throughout the b
NOF and its auxiliary organizations successfully po
legitimized the Communist cause, as well as the cau
in Greece. According to Kirjazovski, by 13 January
first congress of NOF convened, 10,147 Macedonians
the ranks of DAG (kirjazovski, op. cit., p. 118). A
Woodhouse claims that by mid-1949 the Macedonians ¢
of the estimated 20,000 strong army (Woodhouse, C.
of Greece, 1944-1949, London 1976, p. 262). On NOF
op. cit., pp. 102-34; Barker, Macedonia, pp. 118 ff

by Andonovski, Pejov and Kofos cited in note 25.

[55] Communist Party of Greece.
[56] Southern Albania.

[57] Captain Evans developed an unusually clear und
the complexities of the Macedonian problem. He was
conscious that the dominant impulse among the Maced
in favour of a 'free Macedonia'. Although he consid
solution to be the 'right' one 'in the abstract’, o
not think it was 'desirable’ on practical grounds.
not put forth another, more practical, clear-cut so
only too aware of the many grave difficulties that
of any other resolution of the Macedonian question.
pessimism about the future, a pessimism which, as s
developments in the Balkans showed, was only too we
The Macedonian question, the central issue that
the bourgeois Balkan states, had by the time of his
in Aegean Macedonia, also become 'the apple of disc
Communists in the peninsula. The Communist parties
Greece and Yugoslavia were locked in a struggle for
struggle continued in the turbulent aftermath of th
in the Balkans; through the abortive Yugoslav-Bulga
for a federation, the Civil War in Greece, and the
conflicts. Because of the opposing forces involved
and the internal and external complications that en
Macedonians failed to achieve unification; and they
national emancipation only in Vardar or Yugoslav Ma
works cited in note 25.) Thus, the Macedonian probl
unresolved and it has continued to divide the Balka
present day.
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