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THE IDEA OF MACEDONIAN
LIBERATION BETWEEN THE TWO
WORLD WARS

Immediately after the Treaty of Versailles, the E@anian forces consolidated
themselves and resumed the struggle for liberatioihe new circumstances.
They were differentiated into two main currents tight, led by VMRO and

the Executive Committee of the Macedonian Brothedsp and the left, led by
the followers of the democratic progressive movesieBoth these currents
fought for a united Macedonian State, but with efiéht means and different
programmes. Towards the end of April and the beggqmf May 1924 an

attempt was made at uniting the shattered Maceddibaration movement,

and a Declaration was signed in which it was empkdsthat the movement
fought "for the liberation and the unification dietdivided parts of Macedonia
within an entirely independent political unit, irisinatural ethnic and
geographical borders”. On 6th May 1924 a Manifeatldressed to the
Macedonian People was signed which contained tlogramme for the

creation of the indispensable atmosphere favourtbléhe convening of a
congress for the unification of the entire Macedanievolutionary movement,
through which all Macedonian revolutionaries wouglohtribute towards the
creation of a united Macedonian revolutionary fréfederalist concepts of the
solution of the "Macedonian Question" were closethe hearts of the
Macedonians at this period, for it was felt thdederation or a confederation
would provide the framework within which a unifizat of the divided

Macedonia could be realized. it was for this reasah D. Chupovski wrote at
this time: "We defend the idea of an independentddania together with the
the idea of the creation of a Balkan Peoples' Feder Republic as an
indispensable precondition for it. At that time #&rdMlisirkov too reached the
same conclusion: "Give us the right and the freetiomespect ourselves, our
language, our past history, in the way in which r&gpect you, your present
and your past, and we shall build a lasting bribgéveen-Yugoslavia and
Bulgaria. Aware of the fact that the road to medlawalry among the Greeks,



Bulgarians and Serbs for primacy and hegemony enBiikans led through
Macedonia, Misirkov warned: "An independent Macados the only way out

of the present slavery of Macedonia and guaranfetheo establishment of
peace in the Near East and thence in all Europe'Odtober 1925 VMRO

(United) was formed and immediately set about @hiolg its mouthpiece,
"Makedonsko Delo" (Macedonian Cause). This was t@oma Organization

"uniting within itself all the revolutionary Macedmn forces of varying

directions and nuances on the principles and tmasidaid down in the
foundations of the Manifesto of 6th May 1924". Al | of the Constitution of

VMRO (United) stipulates that the organization "heet itself the task of
achieving the liberty and independence of Macedamigs geographical and
economic borders and of making it an autopolitigait which, as an equal
member, will be an integral part of the future BadkFederation". As the
authorities in all the parts of Macedonia had gdraad the foundation and legal
work of Macedonian national parties, this this migation was accepted by all
macedonians as a "national party". As well as tt&viies carried out in the
30's by Macedonian student groups in centres timauigthe Balkans and
Europe, in the period up to World War 11 a numidgsgrominent Macedonian
intellectuals - poets, playwrights, writers andrjmalists - produced significant
literary works in the Macedonian language, thusnigythe foundations of
contemporary Macedonian literature. it was als¢his period that important
theoretical works on the Macedonian nation and Man&n culture appeared.
In 1933 Vasil Ivanovski published "The Ideas an&Kgaof the Macedonian
Progressive Movement" and, in 1934, "Why We, thecédinians, Are a
Separate Nation". The newspaper "Makedonsko zndéltatedonian Banner)
wrote: "The Macedonian progressive movement isonatibecause its goal is
the national liberation of Macedonia. It is not arty movement nor is it a
movement linked to class or station and, by itgatter and its composition, it
Is pan-national and democratic, for its very gdhk national liberation of
Macedonia, is a pan-national, democratic task Sirmeing to various

circumstances in the states ruling Macedonia, is wat feasible to obtain
independence within the framework of a Balkan faten, the Movement
raised the principle of the "right to self-deteration of the Macedonian
people and to its secession into an independetd atal political unit”. The

Comintern could not but recognized and apprecittinia from its own point

of view. In early 1934 it was obliged to officiallgcognize the Macedonian
national entity and the Macedonian language asparat language among
those of the Slav world. This in fact meant rectigni of the century-long

struggle of the Macedonian people for nationalradition but should by no
means be interpreted, as has been done in centelesc as being a "creation”
of the Macedonian nation and the Macedonian language Macedonians



have never failed to point to the centuries-oldwiit "We should declare, so
that everybody can hear, that we are neither Sadvy3reeks, nor Bulgarians.
We. are Macedonians, an independent Macedoniaomddnly thus shall we
best defend the independence of our movement andgbi to an independent
Macedoman state." In the period prior to World Wdr the Macedonian
national liberation programme so defined found aceran a great many
proclamations, protests and public gatherings, alsd in many books and
periodicals. The liberation movement in the Varnolart of Macedonia turned to
the regional committee of the Communist Party ircétionia, which declared:
"Defend your national name and wage the struggigdar national rights and
the freedom of Macedonia" and which fought forr@éfMacedonian republic”.
The situation was no different with the Macedoniamghe Aegean part of
Macedonia. Despite all the violent acts perpetralsd the authorities,
Macedonian national awareness and the Macedonidhemtongue were in
evidence long before the Comintern Resolution. Eptesn of this are
numerous, and we shall quote only some. In Noverh®82 the newspaper "O
Neos Rizospastis" published a lengthy article ome fhosition of the
Macedonian national minority in Greece and thetwaté and "patriotism" of
the "liberators" towards "a people - the Macedomational minority - which
is neither Bulgarian nor Serbian nor Greek but Mao&n"-, "In Macedonia
under Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia there are ndk&reer are there Bulgarians
or Serbs. There ire only Macedonians (here, of smuwe do not mean the
people who have only recently settled in Macedohidhe correspondent
writes of his visit to the "towns and mountainsMéicedonia - Kostur, Lerin -
(where) one can immediately see that they are hy@ans Greek, Bulgarian or
Serbian. Their dress has something specific, aed Einguage equally. Their
Slavonic language resembles Bulgarian, but isdwettical with it. If you speak
Macedonian you can easily understand the Serbeswell as the Bulgarians.
And this is the language still spoken today by mibie@n 100,000 people as
their mother tongue. They know no other languagenfany centuries have
passed since the settlement of the first Slav elémmeMacedonia and today
none of them knows anything else but that thihésplace they were born in
and that this is the place they are going to die and that they are neither
Greeks, Bulgarians nor Serbians. What we have icedania are neither
Greeks nor Bulgarians nor Serbs but the Macedgpéaple, the Macedonian
minority which, in spite of all the blows and initgpof all the repression,
preserves its economics and its national existandea separate culture... And
it is these Macedonians, says another corresponasiat "clench their teeth,
stubbornly speak their Macedonian language, proudigr their Macedonian
costume and believe and hope and patiently, sjiesttlggle for a Macedonia
of their own, for a free Macedonia. In the pericgivieen the two world wars



an important role in Macedonian national affirmatiwas played by the many
thousands of emigrants throughout Europe and irthNand South America.
Besides the VMRO (United) mouthpiece "Makedonskio'ge¢here were many
other newspapers published by the diaspora. Anha when in all the parts of
Macedonia itself Macedonians were prevented fromngaa free press, the
Macedonians of the diaspora published all the monportant official
documents of the liberation movement and demomsirdhe unity of the
Macedonian people from all the parts of the mo#ret! Thus prepared, the
Macedonian people joined the anti-Hitler coalitionVorld War 11.



