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As a result of the Balkan Wars (1919-1913) andBheharest Peace Treaty
from July 28, (August 10th) 1913, ratified by NéwiPeace treaty (14/27) in
November 1919 and by Sevres Peace Treaty from2Bu[August 10th) 1920,
Macedonia was divided among three Balkan statesbiggeGreece and
Bulgaria).The part which came under Greece anddiengard it represents an
integral part of the Greek state, covers an are28#53 sg. kms, from totally
66.474 sg. kms, so much as has got Macedonia, @wtiole. Greece, by
inclusion of Aegean Macedonia in its structure samsethe other territories
taken during and after the Balkan Wars, got in@ddsom 63.211 sq. kms. to
129. 880 sqg. kms., and from 2.631.952 to 6.204i6B4bitants as much as it
numbered in 1920. Tn this way it gained state batied towards Yugoslavia
and Bulgaria, though even they were neither natooalethnic towards these
states. From totally 2.000.000 inhabitants in Macea on the whole before its
partition, more from the half of it, in other words163.477 inhabitants lived in
Aegean Macedonia. The national structure of itsusdon, which, as a result
of the five century slavery, met with serious ethahanges on the eve of the
Balkan Wars, was the following: Macedonian Chrissiaabout 326.000,
Macedonian Moslems 41.000, Turks 295.000, Greeks@dms 240.000, Greek
Moslems 14.000, Christian Vlachs 46.000, Moslemclia 3.500, Albanian
Moslems and Christians 9.000, Jews 60.000, Gy(#6&¥0, and the rest from
other minorities. Thus the national structure ofgéan Macedonia looked
approximately like, on the eve of the Balkan Waisre we have not got an
intention to take into consideration the historytio¢ nationalities in Aegean
Macedonia and its former ethnic structure. But ay sate, it deserves to
emphasize that before the Turkish arrival the Manexh nationality was more
numerous from the other nationalities which weiteabited here, besides the
frequent wars in the past which brought chaos, s;uend migration, the
Macedonians remained the main nationality in Aegbttedonia. But the
thing that occurred in the past for a period of enoenturies, took part for a
relatively short time, in the period after the BalkWars, in which had



happened such enormous migrations and ethnic chkamgieegean Macedonia,
which had bad consequences the Macedonian peapltheowhole. A great
Injustice was done to the Macedonian people, bytigar of Macedonia among
the three neighboring states, who, henceforth vwiglstimg for its national
freedom. The only one alternative for itself renegirfurther struggle which, in
spite of the new circumstances. This time becoma® rmomplex and harder.
Besides that, of this partition, taking into comsation all the repercussions,
the Macedonians from the three parts of Macedonexewsubjected to
assimilation torture, and forced migration, with emention to change the
ethnic structure of Macedonia. Such attempts praltyi contributed to
consequences, which, before all, were expressechawel been expressing in
the change of national structure of Macedonia, h® disadvantage of the
Macedonians. In such a politics of the bourgeomgegaments of neighboring
Greece much advantage was taken of a few histanaaits. which till the end
have been used for their aims. They are, as folldwd he first and Second
Balkan War from 1912-1913; 2. The First World Waonmh 1914~1918; 3. The
Greco-Turkish War from 1919-1922 and the ConventdrLausanne from
1923' 4. The Second World War and the Civil WaGeece from 1940-1949
and 5. The policy that follows after the Civil warGreece, with difference that
this policy is much more refined, but equally demalizing for the
Macedonians in Aegean Macedonia. | THE REPERCUSSODF THE
BALKAN WARS 1912~1913 After the First Balkan War ing declared on 4th,
(17) i. C on 5th October (18) 1912. the allied p®oSerbian, Bulgarian, Greek
and Montenegrin heavily defeated the Turkish trobesause of which Turkey
was forced to ask for a Peace Treaty (Decembe®¥)1The war with Turkey
legally ended by conclusion of London Peace TreatyMay 17, (30) 1913,
with which the teritorry of the European part ofrRey was given to the allied
troops, without determination of their borders. flisavhy, and mainly because
of their misunderstandings, which of them to takegmer part from the newly
liberated Macedonian territories, blazed up theoS8édBalkan War which very
soon came to an end in a total defeat of Bulg#rdoes worth mentioning that
the allied troops their misunderstandings and thigiaspirations were showing
since in the course of the First Balkan War, in alhthe Turkish and other
Moslem population in Macedonian suffered at the tmibgs not a secret that
the worst torture towards the Moslem populatiorvatth Greek and Bulgarian
troops and authorities. These allied troops kitleosands of Moslems, burst,
into flames houses, villages, and even whole gusaé towns inhabited by
Moslems. But, on the occupied territories did noiffesy only Moslem
population during the First Balkan War, though #dhgreatest troubles.
Carrying out faithfully their imperialistic plan® iMacedonia, the Greek and
Bulgarian occupying authorities started torturirige tChristian population,



which according to their calculations and opiniaves not feeling as theirs.
The Second Balkan War which showed itself as muohemiolent and which
began on June 29, 1913, the Macedonian peoplesdfi®0 much. In this war
especially by the Greek forces were killed thousamidinnocent Macedonians
of whom the bigger part of women and children, esdy in the Kukush and
Demir Hisar regions, where the military operatiblase been carried out. Also,
ten Macedonian villages together with the beautdwn of Kukush have been
burnt and ruined. The Bulgarian troops were equatlient towards the Greek
population, especilly in the towns of Seres anddabkAs a result from the
two Balkan wars, Bulgaria on its territory got abdd2.090 war refugees of
which 50.000 Macedonians, out of whom 30.000 froegéan Macedonia.
Greece, in the territory of Aegean Macedonia gobuahl5.000 refugees,
mostly Turks, less Greeks, Macedonians Patriarshaed Vlachs from
Bulgaria, Vardar Macedonia and Pirin Macedonia,mfr@hrace and Asia
Minor. A certain part of them will remain on theritory of Aegean Macedonia
in order to fulfill the gaps that appeared durihg two wars. The other, mostly
Turks and other Moslems, moved to Turkey throughesBhloniki Port
immediately after the normalization of the situatidielped by the Greek
authorities. which made their life very hard in @rdlo get rid them, as soon as,
possible. But, in spite of the fact that in the rsguof the Second Balkan War
the Macedonians because of the mentioned violemers considerably moved
out in some regions (Kukush, Demir Hisar, Seres,),ethey still remained
further as the main nationality in Aegean Macedparal in absolute minority
in the border regions with Vardar Macedonia whicmswithin the framework
of Serbia and with Bulgaria. Such a situation caudt satisfy at last the Greek
plans whose aim was to hellenize this non-Greek rggion. This act could
have achieved only by forced moving out or assimifaof the Ma- cedonians,
and by forced moving out of the Turkish and othepyation from one, and
from the other side. to be moved in with Greek @hwopulation with Greek
feelings, newcomers from Caucasus, Asia Minor ahdraegions. Because of
that, immediately after the concluded Peace Tréay pressure has been
made over Macedonians and Turks to leave theirdwasd villages and to
move out the Greek state. Such a pressure forcexri@in number of
Macedonian families to move to Bulgaria and Sefinather words in Vardar
Macedonia which was in its struc- ture) as well asg forced migration
overseas. This migration was temporary interrupiechuse of the First World
War and the stationing of the allied troops (Frenghglish, Serbian etc.)in
Aegean Macedonia.



MIGRATION MOVEMENTS IN AEGEAN MACEDONIA DURING
THE FIRST WORLD WAR

This process of migration from Aegean Macedoniayvel as, the already
started process of colonization with emigrationnfrcCaucasus and other
regions was interrupted because of the situatioerbi® armed troops
retreating from its own territory and the invasiohVardar and East Aegean
Macedonia by the Bulgarian armed troops and thestag of the allied troops
at the territory of Aegean Macedonia. Besides taat] exactly because of the
new situation a new Macedonian emigration begamguhe war which was
directed in three directions. Dissatisfied by therlfsan, and later on by the
Bulgarian occupation, one part of the Macedoniart® vived in these
territories were going away towards Aegean Macemlomhere under the
"care" of the Greek authorities they had movedhia border regions: Lerin,
Soro- vitch, Ostrovo, Voden, Meglen, Enidze Vardaymendze, Bojmitsa,
Ku- kush. Later on, the bigger part of Macedonianigeants from Vardar
Macedonia, especially after the allied troops, reghin left Bitola find
themselves under care of the Serbian civil andtamiauthorities, who very
often had not been satisfied by the anti-Serbiath amti-Slavic policy of the
Greeks, who do their best in order to make troublesut taking care of this
emigration. Moreover, there were now emigrants fide@gean Macedonia in
direction to the territory occupied by the Bulgasa before all with an
intention to avoid recruiting in the Greek army.cAoding to the official
statistics, about 14.000 fled from Vardar MacedomiaAegean Macedonia
during the First World War (this number concernssth who did not come
hack after the war). Then again about 41.000, tte@ulgaria, out them one
half from the Aegean part of Macedonia. Divideigears, this emigration in
Bulgaria was reached: 3.759 in 1915, 6.713 in 1218/6 in 1917, 13.454 in
1918, and 14.785 in 1919, war refugees. This nurabemigrants was much
more bigger, but a good part of them after normagiof the situation come
back to their places of birth. This emigration, exsplly that which refers to
1916, was consisted of peasants and citizens whbeirautumn 1916 were
removed in the internal parts by force from théagiés and towns which found
on the very front line, among whom were inhabitawftshe towns of Dojran
and Gevgelija. From the above mentioned emigratiddulgaria, which as we
have mentioned was 41.000, had been settled dawh, &s; 5.500 in Plovdiv
and its vicinity, while the other in other tows amgjions of Bulgaria. The end
of the First World War was satisfactory for Gredtepread out in Thrace too,
which, according to Bucharest Peace Treaty it lggdnto Bulgaria. The



Macedonians from Aegean Macedonia lost a lot becaisthe mentioned
forced emigrations. On the other side, here ab@0t0D0 emigrants with Greek
feelings have been settled down. But, the situatiorAegean Macedonia
remained further on unsatisfactory for Greece. Tigger part from the

population was not Greek, but the majority consisté Macedonians, Turks
and other nationalities. Besides that, one numioen the colonized population
in Aegean Macedonia consisted of Macedonians franm Rand Vardar

Macedonia, who, though patriarchists, were not wiuch interest" to the
Greeks.

MIGRATION MOVEMENTS IN AEGEAN MACEDONIA BETWEEN
1919 AND 1940.

1. Migration of Macedonians in Bulgaria, Kingdom of Serbia, Croatia
and Slovenia and the over seas countries between 1919 and 1940

We have already seen that about 50.000 Macedomamgrated from the
territory of Aegean Macedonia to Bulgaria during tBalkan Wars and the
First World War. This forced emigration of the Madonians did not give the
expected results to Greek authorities, as in Aed¢acedonia it remained to
live further on, taking into consideration the matugrowth of population,
about 270.000 - 300.000 Macedonians. Taking thasifao consideration, the
Greeks in accordance with the allied troops, forBadgaria on a special
convention which was based on Atrticle 56, liner@nf Neuilly Peace Treaty.
The convention was expecting "voluntary" exchanfieapulation between
Bulgaria and Greece. This intruding on purpose ¢iaidan aim to justify the
forced emigration of the Macedonians from Aegearcédiania to Bulgaria.
But, when the defeated Bulgaria did not give arsistance, because on the
account of the Macedonians, had got an intentiogetiofree from the Greek
population which was living in Bulgaria, especialig Plovdiv and its
surrounding, as well as in the Black Sea's towmbk\wiages. For this purpose
was envisaged and guaranteed compensation of égttes, for which was
named a special commission by the Council of thague of Nations, on
September 20, 1920. The commission consisted of nweombers, such as
Lieutenant Colonel A. C. Corfe from New Zealandd avajor Mariel de
Roover from Belgium. One of them was President, thedother one was vice-
president. In this commission were included onggBran and one Greek. The
commission was supposed to supervise and to deilihe emigration and the
compensation of the estates of the emigrants. lBuiconvention itself in the
practice together with the commission was not usé&or the period of three



years from the nomination and functioning of thenoassion was faced that
neither Macedonians, who were living within thenfiework of the Greek state,
nor the Greeks living in Bulgaria, had not got amyention of leaving
voluntarily their fireplaces. For the period frof@1B to the Autumn of 1923, in
both directions emigrated, hardly 800 emigrantsl @ngether with it took the
advantage of the services of the Greek and Builganixed commission, and
less than one third, out of them, were Macedoniangsjore than 250 persons.
But, another fact for the Macedonians, and not dalythem, had got very
significant results for the exchanges in ethniodtire of Aegean Macedonia,
and it was Greco-Turkish War between 1919 and 1922 megalomaniac
aspirations for the Greek bourgeoisie towards Adiaor especially towards
the seaside parts of Asia Minor, which they congideas theirs by historical
law, which is an alleged reason coming from themir Byzantine Empire,
which inheritor was considered to be Greece, broitgimto war with much
more powerful Turkey. This war which lasted froml291922 and in which
were killed a lot of Macedonians from Aegean Macedpwho were fighting
together with the Greek troops, ended in a totéateof Greece. Turkey took
the advantage of this victory and imposed on Gretbee Convention of
Lausanne. It anticipated forced emigration of aliri€tians from the Turkish
state to Greece, as well as, to all the Moslemm ftareece to Turkey. An
exception was making only for the Moslem populatimm Western Thrace
and for the Christians in Constantinople, becadsecial long-term plans to
each of them. Practically the Turks since in thairse of the military
operations in 1922 were moving out by force thee&rpopulation from the
seaside of Asia Minor and during 1923 and 1924 feased according to this
convention to move out to Greece. That is why Gedeand itself in a finally
inferior situation, not only because of the detaattfor Greece were lost all the
megalomaniac plans for Asia Minor. But it took emdvantage of moving in the
bigger part of this Greek emigration which approxiety amounted to about
1.230.000 persons, before all, in Aegean Maceddnidhis way it had the
opportunity of having a possibility to basicallyolange the ethnic structure of
Aegean Macedonia. That is why here have been detttevn more than
640.000 newcomers, while in the meantime, accortbritpe same convention
were moved out more than 300.000 Turks and othesléhas out of whom,
more than 40.000 were Macedonians. This meanstiiese circumstances
were used for forced emigration of the Macedoni@rsthe pretext of having
difficulties about settling down of the refugees,Macedonian families were
placed by force one and more families of refug&ags phenomenon was most
characteristic in the border regions in order tckenthe life of Macedonians
unbearable. This forced resettlement was followad By confiscating of
estates, inventory and other households The phyteicar and other kinds of



pressure were not avoided. Besides that, in thdevhegean Macedonia were
formed armed units which. on the pretext of lookifoy guerrillas, were
terrorizing the Macedonian families, doing masgaikng, and even single and
mass murders. Among more massive murders, we ang ¢go mention the
murder of 19 Macedonian peasants from the villagje$rlis, Kapachoy and
Lovchen, who, tied up, had been killed on July 2924, as well as, the more
massive thro- wincg into prison of peasants anderis from Lerin and the
Lerin region in November 1925, when a lot of theavé been shot, and the
others condemned to long-term slavery. The numeeusrist actions of these
armed units and all other methods of violence whighe carried out by the
Greek authorities, forced a lot of Macedonians twvenin Bulgaria, and a
smaller part in Vardar Macedonia, or in then SHpeeially in the regions of
Bitola, Gevgelija and Strumitsa. According to thé#fioml statistic data
available our disposal, for the period of 1923 289 Bulgaria under these
circumstances emigrated about of 33.000 Macedoniand approximately
10.000 in SHS. These Macedonians had been forcethigrate because they
found themselves under unbearable conditions, pernily terrorized,
provoked by the Greek authorities and armed grolipsas natural, the sole
solution for their salvation to seek in emigratitignking that in this way they
will save themselves from hanging, from the phyisacal spiritual horrors and,
at least, to be free from the daily nightmare, todfrelative peace in
emigration.

2. The Settlement or the Macedonian Emigrantsin Bulgaria

Not entering in the procedure of emigration of tMacedonian emigration
which was almost stripped up to skin before thegeation, we will give you
just a short survey about the first years in Bulgawhen there was a bigger
number of Macedonian families for emigration andewtihey were ready to
depart after having received all the necessary mleais, in fact, for them
started new tortures, troubles and suffering. Amgvwith difficulties to the
railway station from where they ought to have b#®own into special for
them freight trains which should have transportesit to Bulgaria, where they
were supposed to wait for them foi days and sonestifor weeks. And at the
end when the train departed with the heavy freigtended in fact for de-
portation and took them off the other side of tbeder, where in their opinion
their tragedy should have ended. But, from hergestanew sufferings of the
Macedonian emi- grants, which were not small Pcadlyi, they looked like
more difficult and unbearable, as they were accongplawith agony not seeing
any security for their future. Here are some charestic reports by responsible
Bulgarian personages responsible for their acceptaand lodging: The



member of the National Committee D. Dinev. in hepart to the Executive
Committee from August 11, 1924, among the otharthe way the refugees
arrived and what help had been given to them, istimg the following: "...In
Svilengrad the refugees' families arrive at midhighl to 1,30 a.m. Here they
keep them, disinfect, vaccinate, and then keep theémlO days in a camp. The
tortured refugees, being completely desperate ¢drear even a good word by
anyone. Here they will be burnt by the hot Summan, $y the wind, by the
rain. They were not allowed to be put up in thergnaine barracks not even the
sick and mothers with children..." After releasing@rr the quarantine the
troubles do not end for the refugees from the @jivstation where they
"unload", nor by their transportation and lodging the settlements in the
various regions of Bulgaria. It could be seen frorany letter's and from the
official reports of the responsible for their lodgi In such a report from June
11, 1924, among the other things is written: 'rark Bourgas to Mesambria on
a few places we met groups of desperate refugees;hose situation | would
like to say that they resemble everything else notto people.” It is clear that
to the refugees' families the Bulgarian authoritvesy rarely fulfilled what
wishes they had and that in such state, they ceasdy become a victim of
different diseases. Exactly because of this ibisstrange the conclusion of d-r
Talev, who with his cable of July 1924 to the Miryof Internal Affairs and to
the National Committee reports the following: "...IlBourgas region |
concluded that all the refugees are infected bgrfevThe very bad road and
hunger exhausted the refugees and we are very soisge dead people by
fever..." Much more noticeable the bad care of thig&uan authorities about
the settling of the refugees could be found inrdport of the annual assembly
of the National Committee of the Macedonian phildmepic societies, held in
Sofia from 31 January to February 2, 1926. In tieigort in regard to the
refugees’ question is written the following: "...Tiefugees were coming bare,
hungry, tortured and exhau- sted. They hoped the¢ In liberated Bulgaria
they will put an end of their slavery, physical amdral sufferings, that they
will be met and accepted here as brothers andaat ieill have a temporary
settle- ment. But it was difficult to them! Sinciéeat their arrival at Svilen- grad
station they were welcomed by the official authesitin a way what
immediately was getting cold their little hope, wathithey had after leaving
their houses, in order to change it with completspair, in front of the violent
Bulgarian reality... Instead of brother's, totaldcaelcome by the interested
authorities, and somewhere from the natives, irmotd reach the paradox the
refugees to be treated as interned in Lovechkao aall them "Eskimos and
Barbarians”, as the Mesambrian village mayor ditigletter to the regional
mayor of the town of Bourgas". The report concludeth the violent truth
bellow, that "...the dead traveling companion of depg, despair and hunger



did not come late to make his harvest very riche Tead from 20% in the
Plovdiv region reached to 80% in the Rouse regidnlot of refugees were
dying, as was reported in many official documeatswell as, in the paper of
Andre' Wurfbain, who, in his book on page 106 vgite... Temporary put up
in school buildings, railway stations, cottagedemnts, they very easy became
attractive to all in- fections, because they welreaaly exhausted from the
former depriving. Because of lack of cultivabledara lot of refugees were
directed towards the fertile land of Bourgas, arimictv became unbearable be-
cause of the fever which was devastating there.nbeality was increasing.
65% of refugees put up near Bourgas, died in amty years." Same image of
the situation of refugees in Bulgaria gives Luci€ramer in the "Revue
Internationale de la Croix Rouge, VII" No.83 of Neember 1925, where he
writes: "...When we saw the miserable situation dfigees in Bulgaria, we
thought that we are in one of the circles of hglDante. This is a real scandal
for Europe and is unbearable..." The delegates ofltbernational Labor
Bureau with the League of Nations, Procter and dieekduring the visit of the
refugees camps noticed: "...It is horrible! We artedted up to that extent that
we cannot feed ourselves, nor to sleep peacefdiy the ugly pictures that we
saw through the refugees camps..." Here are givenafew fragments from
the real picture in front of which found themselWies Macedonian refugees in
Bulgaria, as a consequence of the megalomaniacs ad aspirations of
Greece and Bulgaria, toward the Macedonian peayiéch the Macedonian
people paid very dearly. The lodging of the Macedonrefugees at the
territory of the Kingdom of SHS was going relativelasier not only because
their emigration was happening in relatively norroahditions, but because
their number was considerably smaller. Besides ti@tt once in then "South
Star" newspaper, which was coming out in BitolaBe&lgrade "Politics", in the
other Yugoslav papers, as well as, the agency ‘@&vakntioned the deviations
and terror of the Greek authorities towards the ddanians. We should also
mention here that between the two world wars fromgéan Macedonia
because of the same political reasons we have atagroverseas. In regard to
this emigration we consider that it is necessaprtghto tell the motives and
process of emigration from earlier times in ordemget clearer picture of the
things which occurred afterwards. The traditionMécedonians, especially
from the poor regions to go abroad is very old, @dnostly expressed in
XVIII and XIX century, There were Macedonian migramorkers mostly in
Constantinople, Anatolia, Egypt, Romania, Bulgarterbia and in the
countries of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The mgnaorkers are known as
craftsmen, manual workers and tiny merchants. Timaiin professions were:
masonry, milling, bakery, pastry shops, inn keepmgking tiles and ceramics,
tiny trade, etc. Most of these migrant workers Kapir families in the villages,



where, from time to time, they went back to vigtilt rich houses, bought
estates. Very rare they took their families witarthin the places of their work,
Constantinople, Sofia, Bucharest, Belgrade, AlerandCairo, etc. The
tradition for going further, at the beginning te tbountries of Western Europe,
Is from recent time, while the tradition for goibg overseas countries mainly
begins with the forced terror of the Turkish auitypn. e. from the end of the
XIX century and the be- ginning of the XX centuiffne most migrant workers
went to America after the llinden Uprising, whenMacedonia remained tens
of villa- ges burnt by the Turkish troops and "hbskuk." Bigger emigration
in the overseas countries there is after the BaM#ars, especially from
Aegean Macedonia, and this phenomenon mainly hiaa golitical character.
The Greek authorities as was mentioned before tdehgeemigration, which in
the first years after the Balkan Wars was very Hgt, because of the First
World War from 1916, thanks to the circumstancageGe tried to reduce the
migration of Macedonians from Aegean Macedonia.iAgbegins after the
end of the war and especially after the end ofGheco-Tur- kish War and the
great arrival of Greek emigration from Asia MinorAegean Macedonia. This
time there is emigration, especially in Ca- nadd Anstralia. The inflow of
Macedonian emigrants in these coun- tries conditeramcreases after the
Dictatorship of Metaxas in Greece from August 43@9vhen there is more
violent terror over the Macedoni- ans: prohibitimnuse Macedonian even in
their houses and when the num ber of prisonersiatetdned Macedonians
because of their feelings is increasing. This psdasts till the Second World
War, practically up to the declaration of the Grdaokish War of October 28,
1940. From all the above mentioned it seems tleaCibnvention of Lou- sanne
from July 24, 1923. i.e. by the forced emigratidntto Christian population
from Greece to Turkey, as well as, the new emignatf Macedonians to
Bulgaria and partly in Vardar Macedonia, which waghin the framework of
the Kingdom of SHS and in the overseas countriesjchlly changed the
ethnic structure of Aegean Macedonia. Such forcedasures of de-
colonization and colonization in fact gave the neepli results for the Greek
bourgeois megalomaniac politics. But we should the¢ besides the forced
migrations of Macedo- nians from Aegean Macedoroanf1912-1040, which
amounted to about 90.000, the number of Macedomamained still very big.
Taking into consideration the natural growth of Magnians which in average
amounts 24%, the number in 1940 amounted sameaa®iinted in the period
before the Balkan wars, i.e. was going from 300.t@0820.000 Macedonians.
But in many typical Macedonian regions where histdly Greeks have never
lived, such as Voden, Enidze Vardar, Go- mendzkush, Demir Hisar and
other regions, as a result of such policies in soméhem the Macedonians
remained a minority. More- over in the regions afdén, Lerin and Kostur the



percentage of Ma- cedonians still remained furtbktively high, from 55% in

the Voden region to 85% in the Lerin region. Suatoatinuing state worried
the Greek authorities, because all up to then measef forced immigration

and assimilation did not give the expected regilltthe end. But, it represents
an historical fact that as a consequence from tidkad Wars, the First World
War. Greco-Turkish War from 1919 to 1922 and thevemtions that followed

as well as the denationalizing and assimilationtipslof the Greek state and
the big colonization that followed to a great measuhanged the ethnic
composition of Aegean Macedonia. Her populatiomkisato the colonization

policies, as well as, to the natural growth andnitemtioned instability, showed
a permanent growth. From 1.084.022 inha- bitantg asmbered in 1920 it

increased in 1928 to 1.410.884 and in 1940 to 10B82inhabitants. The last
growth is a result, before all to the natural gitewh which a vital place takes
the Macedonian population.

AV

THE MIGRATION FROM AEGEAN MACEDONIA DURING THE SE
COND WORLD WAR AND THE CIVJL WAR IN GREECE

The process of denationalisation and assimilatias wemporarily interrupted
because of the Second World War and the events- faling after it. It doss
worth mantioning the fact that the Macedoniansmuthe Greco-Italian War
intruded by Mousolini on October 28, 1940, showesehtheroism, fighting in
the first rows. They fought so bravely as they wsuee that this struggle
against the fascist aggressor represents a gengzatational obligation and
contribution against the mutual enemy of all thegtes. The April's War in
1940 brought to the fact Greece and within her éaork Aegean Macedonia
to become an war trophy of the Ger-man militarigtagean Macedonia this
time also became a currency for buying of otherscmmce and interests,
before all, to the Bulgarian revenge and to Italilascism. For the
Macedonians, as well as, all the other subjugatmples in Europe by the
German, Italian and Bulgarian fascism, the onlygan for realizing of their
eternal ideals, was the armed struggle. They didhesitate at all to make a
choice of this way full of sacrifices and suffersygvell-known to them for
centuries. Because of the partition of Macedoniad ahe historical
circumstances, the Macedonians from Aegean Macadbesides this general
task for all the Macedonians, should have fougkd abgether with the Greek
people, thinking that during the war or later orthe new anti-fascist Greece
they will have their national rights, acquired dgrithe struggle against their
mutual enemy, the German, Italian and Bulgariarupige. But in the practice
and even during the big anti-fascist combat, in cwvhthe Macedonians



participated massively, more and more they wer®méty conscious that the
anti-fascist forces in Greece did not have anynind@ to give the rights to the
Macedonians. On the contra-ry, they were doingtladl steps to stop such
intentions and desires of the Macedonians. In tagard, of course, most
engaged were those Greek forces who fought undsdtestof the occupier.
During the war armed troops of the occupier weressing over the
Macedonian villages and regions plundering, tezmog and committing
murders of the Macedonians. Such armed units fioentgpe of Kirtsidakis,
Kolaras, Poulos, Papadopoulos, Kisa Badzak. Andwu€h, and other leaders
of the collaboration PAO with great pleasure wdtacking those Macedonian
villages which in the past showed themselves asemerolutionary and
stronger in their resistance. Because of more fstiocircumstances from a
subjective and objective nature came to the facttiti-fascist forces in Greece
to throw the weapons. Their fate was solved with @onvention of Var-kizha
of February 12, 1945. Immediately after the Conwentof Varkizha and
leaving the weapons by the anti-fascist forces ireGe, the situation in the
country became very bad. The Macedonians founddbk®s again in a very
bad situation. After the Convention of Varkizha imsganother pressure, terror
and frightening. The murders, raping of women aimts,gthe plundering,
burning of houses, internations, prisons, violemagsecution over the border,
and the like, became an everyday work. It is enaugi to have a look at the
documentation issued by the Archives of Macedonidhe edition Aegean
Macedonia in PLW« vol. I, I, lll and IV, at the Yoslav and International
press of that time, at the very rich documentagjatnered by the questionnaire
com-mission of the United Nations, as well as, odeeumentation, in order to
get to know the situation in which found the Maaadas in Aegean
Macedonia immediately after the Second World Wadre Tvave of running
away was increasing from day to day. It was cleat the Greek monarcho-
fascist state was resolved at any rate, not takitgy consideration about the
international protests, to liqui-date the MacedosiaFor illustration here we
will mention a few and not very chara-cteristicréeist actions: On February
20, 1945, the Greek armed troops attacked the Madea village Volak,
Drama region, where they murdered seven peasanisit B0 houses,
plundered the village and expelled 350 pea-satis.shme day such an armed
group attacked the Macedonian village of CruchwiayoSeres region, where
they arrested 15 peasants, plundered the villadeegpelled over the border 33
families. Only from February 12 to April 12, 1945 East Aegean Macedonia
the group of Andon Chaush killed 29 Macedonian ge&s put into prison
3.100 Macedonians, plundered ten villages and persé over the border
more hundreds of Macedonians. In Kostur region, Mecedonian villages
were attacked per-manently by the armed troopssemaost applied methods



were. mistreating, raping and plundering. So, onil&p 1945 was attacked the
village of Kumanichevo, where were plundered al@ithouses and carried
away besides other things 1.000 sheep and 110 lo¢dasses and cows. On
April 23 was plundered the village of Galishla, April 27, the village of
Aposkep. The same month was also plundered thegeilbf Zagorichani from
where 40 peasants were put to prison and from dleege of Maniac were
carried away 2.000 sheep, 500 heads of horsescavg] and 22 peasants put in
jail. From the village of Chetirok were plunderefi0Olhouses and closed 15
men and three women, one women killed and 2.50@psluarried away
together with 600 heads of horses and cows. Ma&saivests, plundering,
robberies, raping and individual murders throughilAp945 had got almost all
the Macedonian villages in Kostur region, out ofiahh mostly suffered:
Izglibe, Tioloishta, B'mboki, Goson, Starichani, davo, Rupishta, Semasi,
Markoveni, Pesjak, Krchishta, Gorno Papratsko, B#aZupanishta, Smrdesh,
Gabresh, D'mbeni etc. The same situation occumedheé Lerin, Voden,
Meglen, Enidze Var-dar, Kaljarsko, Kukush and ottegrions. Up to the end of
June 1945 only in Kostur region were imprisoned ®@@sants. In Kukush
region were killed 110 peasants, more than 400isoped 2.500 persecuted
over the border and more of 1.000, who run awaYugoslavia. Because of
the same reason from Kostur and Lerin region muae 2.000 persons passed
the Yugoslav border. Only in July were killed 11Z&mand women. The
number of those Macedonians from Lerin region pyprisons is twice bigger
than that in Kostur region. Besides this kind ofrde they established
improvised courts in order to condemn the Macedmido capital
punishments, and livelong slavery, with an intemtio frighten them more and
more and to force them to go over the border. Omil AR5, 1945 in
Thessaloniki were condemned to death 6 Macedorgauks 2 for livelong
slavery. In July in Kostur were condemned to deatt capital punishments
109 Macedonian’s. On July 18, the Greek authoriti@ake enormous pressure
over the Macedonians in the village of Tekelievbe3saloniki region, to leave
the village and to emigrate in Yugoslavia. On Audls in Thessaloniki were
condemned to death and shot 8 Macedonians fromVtten region, on
November 17, 9 youngsters were killed above thiagal of Barovitsa, the
Gumendzti region, who, frightened not to be cawgérte hiding in the woods.
Generally speaking, during 1945 the terror goewitimthe same intensity, and
the pressure over the Macedonians to leave theisdsboand to emigrate to
Yugoslavia was much bigger. The number of sacadievas much bigger.
Such a particularly difficult situation gave a ri¢e more protests and
interventions of an international character. Evdre tAmerican Sla-vic
Committee in July, the same 1945 sent a cableumdn, Stalin and Churchill,
asking to take measures and to come to an eneérttoe bver the Macedonians



which was applying the official Greek authority.sal the President of the
Macedonian union in USA sent a protest letter ® @reek Ambassador in
USA with similar contents. But all this did not peb better the situation of the
Macedonians in Aegean Macedonia, on the contrargecame increasingly
worse. This terror which was made over the Macedmand over the Greek
democratic citizens was the main reason of thel @mar in Greece. As it is
known, The Civil war in Greece lasted almost mdw@ntthree and a half year,
l.e. from the early spring of 1946 to Autumn 1948d ended with the defeat of
the democratic forces in Greece. The results frova Civil War were
enormous. Tenths of Macedonian villages were ryielbt of them became
very rare. Ten thousands of emigrants found themaselnot only in
Yugoslavia, but in all other East European coustirihe Greek authority
troops during the perse-cution of the troops of DAl@se basic core consisted
of Macedonians had an intention fundamentally tm rthe Macedonian
villages, in order to frighten the population awdférce it to run away. This
was the reason because of which numerous Macedeuitieges were enti-rely
deserted by their Macedonian inhabitants. Durirggathti-fascist and Civil war
in Greece, the Macedonians not only give more #6000 victims, thousands
imprisoned and ten entirely ruined villages, bheyt had been forced to leave
their houses and under most inconvenient conditionsass the border more
than 50.000 Macedonians. With the end of the Se¥dodd War and the Civil
War in Greece ended one more phase of forced etioigrf@ar the Macedonians
from Aegean Macedonia. This time were heavily #raied those Mace-donian
regions which, up to a certain extent, had beeittla bit pro-tected in the
previous big migration movements, such as: the wopdterin, Voden and
Kaljarsko regions. The census from 1951 in comparisith that in 1940 tells
us the best situation in the Kostur and Lerin regjonvhere the Macedonian
population was most compact. According to this aeribe Lerin region shows
19.504, and the Kostur region 17.868 less inhatstare. both two regions in
1951 numbered 37.372 inhabitants less in compad®d0. If we count at the
same time the natural growth of population whichasurally, and if we deduct
the number of the new colonists inhabited here #fie Civil war, then we can
freely conclude that in both regions the numbethef Macedonians is reduced
more than the quoted off number. Considerable iaguaf the population had
almost all the Macedonian regions, especially Megl@umendzisko, Demir
Hisar, SE Drama and other regions. It is considehad the number of the
killed and refugee Macedonians for the period 041:9949 is over 70.000.
From all the mentioned above it is clear that thacktionians from Aegean
Macedonia during the Civil war in Greece (1946-19d8dergone the biggest
reducing, which is almost, equal to the reducirmmi1912 to 1940. Now, we
put the question: How many Macedonians remainedededViacedonia after



all this reducing immediately after the Civil War Greece? It is not difficult to
answer this question, when we know that directlipteethe Greco-Italian War
of October 28, 1940, number of the Macedonians eégean Macedonia was
moving from 300.000 to 320.000. According to it, wan conclude that in
1951 when we have the fifth in turn official stats of Greece for Aegean
Macedonia, taking into consideration the reducimg®.000 inhabitants the
period of 1940-1949, as well as, the growth of pajon for period, which, of

course, because of the military circumstances alemn comparison with the
previous peaceful period, in Aegean Macedonia &rtbn remained to live

more than 250.000 Macedonians. Up to this knowleggeould come and by
the already made analysis for ethnic structureaghesettlement, especially in
Aegean Macedonia during the census of populatid®bi.

Vv

THE MIGRATION FROM AEGEAN MACEDONIA TO OVERSEAS
COUNTRIESAFTER THE CIVIL WAR IN GREECE

We have already concluded shortly that the mignatmovements and
repercussions on the exchange of the ethnic steictuAegean Macedonia
which took part in the period of 1912-1949, as sulteof the historical events
and the discrimination politics of the Greek auites. But besides the big
reducing of the Macedonians for this relativelyrsiperiod - from four decades
- moreover the presence of thousand of Macedoniartbe place of birth
further on remained to represent »care« of the iKcaehorities. Though it is
known that all over the world, because of its sjp@ty the minorities can and
should represent a bridge and connection betweendlghboring peoples and
states, for free internal understanding collaborain all the spheres of life and
internal relations, and many places they in faet @ut unfortunately in the
practice, in case it did not come true. It has g®ta result to go on toward
applying of discrimination and assimilation measuia the case was applied
one, though not a new one but after the war pedftgient measure for further
reducing of the Macedonians - emigration in thers®as countries. This
occurrence up to the Second World War how muchdaken the Macedonian
rows in the place of birth, this considerably poéit emi-gration in the overseas
countries, up to a certain extent, absorbed the dxdm the labor where the
natural growth was very bigger. But now, after @igil War in Greece, the
process of emigration of Macedonians in the ovarseantries was more rapid
as a result of the further discrimination polities Greek authorities over the
Ma-cedonians which created a feeling of uncertamityh them. The Greek
authorities with all the possible means helpedrthegration, which this time
first of all was directed to Australia, Canada, grattly to USA. We may



divide into two periods the process of migratioteathe Civil War in Greece:
First, from 1950 to 1961 Second, from 1962 to 19v1he first period, i. e.
from 1950 to 1961 the migration though importastsmaller to that one in the
second period. In this time the biggest migratianivave got from the Kostur
and Lerin region, but con-siderably were touched ather Macedonian
regions. Even for the first time of the history wigration in the oversea
countries are included settlements and regionsrevbiech a kind of migration
was not known in the past. For this period accgrdmthe same indicators the
biggest mi-gration has got from Lerin where from3#. inhabitants, as much
as numbered the population on 1951, 2.035 inhabiiariess in 1961. In fact,
the number of emigrated is bigger because hereotiscounted the natural
growth of the population, as well as, the fact tlmathis region there was
enough colonizing of deserted Macedonian villagesfthe Civil war. For the
Kostur region though the number of the inhabitdnis0 is bigger in 1961 in
comparison with 1951, also the number of the enggréacedonians is very
big which could be seen from specially reduced nemdd inhabitants of the
Macedonian villages in comparison with the formensus. The second phase
of migration refers to the time from 1961-1971.thms period of time the
process of migration in the overseas countries #f@gean Macedonia for this
period could be seen not only from the annualhefGreek statistic office, but
and from considerably reduced number of inhabitantdhe Macedonian
villages and besides the na-tural growth, what isestipposed to be seen from
the census of popu-lation in Aegean Macedonia fiL19* *

We have made an attempt to give only one shortesuof the pro-cess of
migration movements and repercussions on the egesamf the ethnic
structure in Aegean Macedonia for the period 0f2t2271. They according to
their propositions and consequences belong to e important of this kind
of Europe in this period. They at any time, befalie had political motives.
Besides that and besides the induced reducing Wadtbeen done to the
Macedonians from Aegean Macedonia in the last sbades, is interesting the
fact that their presence here is further on hiiaritie Voden, Lerin and Kostur
regions even today it represents majority. Thenmrpresence of over 220.000
Macedonians in Aegean Macedonia tells of the faat it is not easy to tear up
the roots of people there, where he has been liangenturies, besides all the
measures of violence and denationalization thae Hasen taken against it.
Here is also mentioned the fact that in interesamy country is politics of
respecting the rights of the minorities, livingiirand acknowledgment of their
individuality together with all the possibilitiesf aeveloping freely all its
national traditions and culture. It is of inter&siGreece itself, as in the practice
and through the history has been proved that dgnginfreedom and the



national traditions of the peoples and minoritiee dot lead toward
collaboration and closeness among peoples.

THE AUTHOR

(Translated by Blagoj Stoichovski)



